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Governance and Finance 
Through statute, create a governance structure to ensure attainment 
of primary Delta Vision goals, headed by the California Delta and 
Ecosystem Water Council. 
Through statute, also create a Delta Conservancy, a California Water 
Utility, a Delta Science and Engineering Program and a Public Advisory 
Group.
Through statute, strengthen the existing Delta Protection Commission.
Create a legally-binding California Delta Ecosystem and Water Plan as 
the primary mechanism to ensure consistency among local, state and 
federal actions.
Finance Plan activities through user fees and other effective and 
transparent financing tools.
Improve compliance of diversions and water use with all applicable 
laws, regulations and constitutional principles.
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Key:

CALIFORNIA 
WATER UTILITY

•  owns, operates, and 
   maintains the SWP, including 
   power and flood aspects, in  
   accord with the Plan's Delta 
   water quality standards

•  manages SWP contracts

•  ultimately expands to CVP

STATE WATER 
RESOURCES 

CONTROL BOARD

•  incorporates and 
   approves the Plan 
   through a water quality 
   control plan amendment 
   and associated water 
   rights decision or other 
   proceeding, as 
   appropriate

•  regulates based on Delta 
   water rights and water 
   quality standards 
   identified in the Plan

CALIFORNIA
DELTA CONSERVANCY

•  restores the estuary 
   through land and water 
   acquisition and 
   management

•  has a scientific research 
   capacity

•  ensures local land use 
   planning consistency 
   with the Plan

•  promotes economic 
   development within the 
   Delta 

DELTA PROTECTION 
COMMISSION

DEPARTMENT of 
WATER RESOURCES
• statewide water and flood 
   planning & management 
   (the California Water Plan), 
   including
      - water use efficiency and 
        conservation
      - regional self-sufficiency
      - integrated water 
        resources management

•  integrated management 
   of hydrology
       - state framework
       - regional application

•  monitors water quality and 
   flow

•  gathers objective
   information

DEPARTMENT of
FISH and GAME

•  implements the state
   Endangered Species Act

•  enforces species and 
   habitat protection laws

integrated 
land-water 
ecosystem 
planning & 
information 

Third Staff Draft Governance Structure
The authorities of state and federal agencies

described in this figure are limited to Delta Vision-related activities. 

This diagram is a 
draft work product of 
Delta Vision staff 
and has not been 
seen or reviewed or 
endorsed by the 
Delta Vision Blue 
Ribbon Task Force.

CALIFORNIA DELTA ECOSYSTEM & WATER COUNCIL
•  adopts the Plan that implements the two co-equal goals: 

   revitalization of the Delta ecosystem & reliable water supply for California 

• is a quasi-legislative body • delineates state interests and risks
• has bond authority • receives and allocates money

•  independently advises the 
   Council on scientific and 
   engineering issues

•  supports adaptive 
   management policy-making

DELTA SCIENCE and 
ENGINEERING BOARD  CALIFORNIA 

DELTA ECOSYSTEM 
and WATER PLAN

used to achieve consistency 
with all state and federal action 
via CZMA, legislative authority, 

and other consistency 
requirements

DELTA OPERATIONS 
TEAM

•  coordinates and makes 
   operational decisions on a 
   day-to-day basis

•  makes decisions in accord 
   with SWRCB Delta water 
   quality standards

•  includes state & federal 
   agencies

SCIENCE PROGRAM
•  coordinates research on
   critical processes 

•  coordinates independent 
   reviews of projects & proposals

PUBLIC ADVISORY 
GROUP

additional
STATE and FEDERAL 

AGENCIES


