
No

No Yes

No

    Yes

or

        Yes

Consult early with SWRCB and local RWQCB to identify relevant State and regional policies for water quality control, compliance 
requirements, mitigation options, and potentially controversial issues.  

Redesign proposed project to avoid or minimize effects on water quality.  Explore every opportunity to ensure project qualifies for 
available general permits.

If CEQA compliance is required for other permits or authorizations, incorporate SWRCB’s and 
RWQCB’s recommended mitigation methods in CEQA document to minimize effects on water 

quality.

Complete CEQA compliance process with lead agency.

Would the proposed project disturb at least 5 acres of soil or discharge water to 
surface waters during dewatering activities?

Does the project qualify for a general permit?

RWQCB staff reviews proposed discharge for CEQA 
compliance and consistency with adopted water quality 

objectives, the Areawide Waste Treatment Management Plan, 
the applicable basin plan, and State policies for water quality 

control.

No NPDES permitting 
required.

Submit a report of waste discharge (ROWD) with appropriate fees and proof of CEQA 
compliance to local RWQCB.

Submit notice of intent (NOI) to 
comply with the terms and 

conditions of the appropriate 
approved general permit; 

include annual fee.  Prepare a 
SWPPP and monitoring plan as 

specified.

RWQCB sends letter verifying
compliance with general 

permit.

RWQCB assigns waste 
discharge identification number 

if required.

Keep SWPPP onsite.  RWQCB 
staff can request copies of 

SWPPPs and conduct field visits
to ensure compliance with 

permit conditions.

RWQCB holds public hearing.  RWQCB adopts, or 
modifies and adopts, proposed NPDES permit by 

majority vote.

RWQCB distributes notice of public hearing.  
Applicant circulates notice per RWQCB’s instruction.

RWQCB prepares a proposed permit with a fact sheet 
or statement of basis.

RWQCB staff forwards 
application package to 

EPA.  EPA sends 
comments to RWQCB.

RWQCB forwards proposed 
permit and fact sheet to EPA
for review.  EPA objects or 

submits comments to 
RWQCB.

EPA has 10 days to 
object to the adopted 

permit.

Redesign 
project.

Appeal decision to the 
SWRCB.

Permit becomes 
effective.

Does RWQCB satisfy all objections?

Figure 12
NPDES Permit Process


