Phase 1 Preliminary Review

v Determine lead agency Categorical Exclusion
v Consult with cooperating agencies or other Exemption

v Determine that project is categorically excluded

or subject to further review

| Not Exempt/Excluded

Phase 2 Environmental Assessment

Prepare
Internal

Memorandum

Conduct scoping process (optional)

|

Prepare draft environmental assessment
Phase 3 | Agency may take action

'

Environmental Inpact Statement (EIS) @ Finding of No Significant Imapact (FONSI)

Publish notice of intent in federal register Incorporate mitigation measures into draft environmental
l assessment as appropriate

Conduct scoping process

|

Prepare draft EIS including mitigation measures as appropriate '
Distribute for public review if required by lead agency's

‘ regulations

Prepare FONSI

Provide notice of availability;
circulate draft EIS for agency and public review and comment

|

File draft EIS with EPA

|

Conduct public hearing if required or desired

|

Consider and respond to comments

|

Prepare final EIS

|

Publish notice of availability in federal register

|

Circulate final EIS

|

File final EIS with EPA

!

Lead agency adopts final EIS

!

Prepare record of decision

Agency may take action Agency may take action

Figure 1
NEPA Process Overview



