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Summary:   The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation initiated forma
consultation on the coordinated operations of the CVP and S
early consultation on operations of specific future facilities an
Reclamation prepared a Biological Assessment for the projec
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service completed the Biological O
July 2004 and NOAA Fisheries continues to work on the Biol
salmon and steelhead. 
 
Recommended Action:  This is an informational item only.  
 
 
Background 
 
The following description was provided by the U.S. Bureau o
 
The Operations Criteria and Plan (OCAP) ESA consultation p
ongoing/historic Central Valley and State Water Project oper
changes.  Reclamation formally consulted on several new ac
diversion project, municipal and industrial shortage policy, th
DMC/California Aqueduct Intertie. There was also early cons
not anticipated to be implemented in the immediate future) o
Delta Improvement Project (SDIP) [the increase to 8,500 cub
Banks Pumping Plant and South Delta barrier operations] wi
term Environmental Water Account (EWA). Additional consu
required prior to implementing any actions addressed in the e
OCAP consultation is not a decision making process, in esse
of proposed operation on listed species.  Decisions on imple
are made in separate project-specific planning/environmenta
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Formal consultation was initiated March 15, 2004 and the Biological Assessment 
(BA) was sent on March 22, 2004.  Reclamation posted BA modeling results on 
Reclamation’s Mid-Pacific web site under CVP Operations on February 2, 2004 
and posted the BA March 22, 2004.  The BA was updated and posted June 30, 
2004 and the OCAP document was posted on the web site too.  FWS finished 
the Biological Opinion on Delta Smelt July 30, 2004 and posted that on their web 
site.  The NOAA Fisheries consultation continues on salmon and steelhead. 
 
  
List of Attachments 
 
Attachment 1 -- Letter from USBR to NOAA Fisheries dated 3-15-04: Request for 
Initiation of Formal and Early Section 7 Consultation 
Attachment 2 -- Letter from USBR to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service dated  
3-15-04: Request for Initiation of Formal and Early Section 7 Consultation 
Attachment 3 -- Letter from Northern California/Nevada Council Federation of Fly 
Fishers to USBR dated 8-16-04 
Attachment 4 -- Letter from Members of Congress to Commission of USBR dated 
8-20-04 
 
Contact 
 
Chet Bowling  Phone:  (916) 979-2180 
Operations Manager 
Mid-Pacific Region  
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation   
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