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California’s most imporrant natural resource — water. At

stake is the largest estuary in the West, and all the streams
that feed into it. Where San Francisco Bay blends with the state’s
two largest rivers, the Sacramento and the San Joaquin, we find a
spectacular and diverse ecosystem, an intricate web of waterways
that at one time represented a safe haven for plants and wildlife.

This is the Bay-Deita. It is the focus of a state and federal
restoration effort known as CALFED. Officials are secking
public comment on the planning effort and are holding a series
of hearings around the state during August and September. Your
participation is crucial.

CALFED has just released a new draft of its environmental
plan (known as a “Programmatic EIS /EIR”), which promises to
restore the Bay-Delta ecosystem. At the same time, the plan also
leans toward building some new water storage facilities to meet
the perceived water needs of the state’s growing population.
Unfortunately, those future water demands are based on flawed
assumptions created by the state’s Department of Water
Resources. Furthermore, CALFED has vet to include the
potential savings from more aggressive water conservation
programs,

Just how CALFED intends to restore an ecosystem degraded
by dams by building yet mote dams still hasn’t been spelled out
in its massive, multi-volume report. But in response to the strong
concerns expressed by conservationists about building new dams
and harming the Bay-Delta’s aquatic ecosystem even further, the
etfort promises not to “pursue storage at ncw on-stream
reservoir sites.” It instead focuses on raising and enlarging
existing dams and reservoirs, and building new, so-called
‘offstream’ storage reservoirs.

As the map on the next page shows, CALFED identifies a
number of possible projects to increase surface water storage
supplies, including the raising of Shasta and Friant dams on the
Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers, In addition, it is studying the
potential for offstream storage reservoirs, primarily along the
west side of the Central Valley. Offstrcam storage might be
considered environmentally superior to standard dams because it
doesn’t mean inundating a live river. However, CALFED has
largely failed ro consider the damages
to existing wildlife habitat or the
impacts of any new water diversions
needed to fill these supposedly
benign offstream facilities.

In addition to new water storage
facilities, CALFED is pursuing a
multi-million dollar fish and wildlife
habitat restoration program in the
Central Valley. This needed program
includes purchasing water and
habitat for fish and wildlite, removing some dams that have acted
as barriers to fish migration, improving existing structures or
installing new ones such as fish screens to reduce ccosystem
impacts, restoring degraded riparian and werland habitat. and

T his year, we have a chance to help choose a wiser course for

or more information, contact
teve Evans at Friends of the River,
916) 442-3155 x221
sevens@friendsotheriver.org) or
ackie McCor! af the Sierre Club,
15)977-5127
jockie.mecort@sierroclub.org).
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Help us guide CALFED’s Bay-Delta Program

conducting further studies to better determine ecosystem
restoration needs.

Conservationists have repeatedly rejected the premise that
good ecosystem restoration must go hand-in-hand with
building new dams. Much still can be done to increase the
efficient use and conservation of our existing water supplies.

The environment should not be held hostage by water
interests intent on milking more money from the taxpayers to
build new dams that only will result in further damage to public
resources.

Attend o CALFED Bay—DeItu Public I-looring.
Help Shape California’s Futerel .
Speak up for water conservation, hubilutrmmwmmmmois,
ach meeting begins ot 6 p.m., with public comment token between 7-9 p.m. -

AUGYST e

18 Stockton, U.C. Cooperaive Extenson, 420 South Wikon Way |

19 San Bernardino, City Council Chumhers, 300 North D St.

24 Los Angeles, Huntington Park Fomily Center, 3355 E. Gage Ave,
Huntington Park

25  Salinas, Rodeo inn, 808 North Main 51.

26 Oukhnd, Nile Holl, 1233 Preservation Park Way

31  Pusadena, Holidoy Inn, 303 East Cordova St.

SEFTEMBER

1 Son Diego, Fleet Science (enter Balbon Purk, 1875 E Prode
2 Costa Mesn, Westin Southconst Plozo Hatel, 1400 Bristol St.
7 Son Jose, 5J Unified School Districd Bd. Rm., B5S Lenzen Ave
8  Antioch, Rodriguez Community Cir. Theater, 213 F Street

e

Santa Rosa, Burbank Center, 50 Mark West Springs Rd.
14 Visdlia, Yisalia Convention Center, 303 E. Acequio

15 Chico, Community Center, 545 Vallombrose Ave

21 Redding, Doubletree Hotel, 1830 Hiltop Dr.

22 Sacramento, Convention Center, 1030 15th St.

WHAT YOU CAN DO;

Write to Rick Breitenbuch, CALFED Bay-Delia Progrom, 1416 Ninth Street,

Suite 1155, Sacromento, (A 95814, Urge CALFED to adopt a plon that:

» Maximizes water efficiency and conservation, and bases future water needs
on realistic assumpfions rather thon inflated demands;

* Removes barrier doms, increases instream flows, and acquires and restores
habitat for fish and wildlife

® Does not rely on proposed dam raises or new offstreum storage reservoirs

® |mproves water quality by enforcing pollution limis

The deadline for public comment on CALFED’s plan is September 23, 1999, Its

website is http://calfed.ca.gov
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