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Responses To Comments 

The following are responses to comments received on the March 1998 DraA of the Water Quality 
Program Plan (Technical Appendix to the Draft EWEIS). The Water Quality Program received 
more than a thousand of comments. The following comments have been homogenized from 
several similar comments. These comments were selected because they were thought to 
encompass the most critical thoughts posed by the readers. 
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CALFED Coordination 
ISSU‘Z 

Balancing watw quality issues with other 

CALFED issues 
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Dilution 
Issue 
Diiutian is illegal 

F-3 



Appendix F - Responses to Comments 

Dissolved Oxygen (DO) 
ISSW 

Oxygen depletion in Old River and near 

StoCMo” 

Drinking Water 
ISSIll 

CALFED should improve quality of 

drinking water suppiies taken from the 
Delta 

Response 
A study of contributors to oxygen depletion in Old River would be in 

order should the selected alternative modeling show that there is a reduced flow in Old River. 

Should studies rev.4 that the c&in discharges ax the sole or prinxr,’ somce of oxygen 

depleting substances, mitigation mca.sures will reflect options CALFED could take to reduce 
the negative impacts on dissolved oxygen. 

Improvement of water quality for a,, beneficial uses, included drinlnng water supply, 
is the objective of the CALFBD program. While the treatment provided by municipal users of 
Delta water provides a high level of protection to the health of consumers, control or 
prevention of water quality degradation at the source provides important additional barriers to 

disease and to diminished usability of water supplies. Source control and prevention actions 
also offer the possibility ofreducing treabnent costs For these reasons, the CALFED water 

quality program element includes numerous actions to prevent or contra, sources of pollution. 
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Tbe Water Quality Common Program will lead to source control and prevention activities that 
till improve water quality for a,, beneficial uses, including those titbin the jurisdictions of 

SCAG agencies. Additionally, Alternatives 2 and 3 have the potential for substantially 

reducing salinity of water supplies taken from the Delta. As the CALFED orgmizatim 
includes regulatory agencies, a great opportunity does exist to coordinate regulatory activities 

to enhance the effectiveness oftbe CALFED program. Coordination and coo,xmtio” among 

these agencies is envisioned as a key element aftbe CAWED watershed management strategy 
that will utilize a watershed-wide approach to source prevention and control. Coordination 

and cooperation among agencies is will also be an important feature ofmonitoring, 
assessment, and research activities undertaken by CAWED. 

Drinking Water - Disinfection Byproducts 

Health concms over disinfection Concern for the health of a,, Californians using water supplies taken from the 
byproducts in drinking water from Delta, Sacramento-San Joaquin is appropfiatc. Recent studies indicate there is reason for 
and CALFED actions. concern about some disinfection byproducts Further srudies will be conducted over the next 
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North Bay Aquedtict 
IWJe 

Petrochemicals 



Regulatory Flow 
Issue 
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Salinity impacts of*ltern*ti”es cm Delta 

CALFED actions within wy arid WUE 

program elements to address salinity in 
export water 
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need to address water quality effects of 

agricultural drainage 

Actions to reduce salt in San Joaqui” 
River watershed 
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Seawater Intrusion 
Issue 
If Alternative 3 is built, what will 
guarantee adequate dilution flow in the 

D&a? Response is non-specific to AIt 3 

Selenium and Land Retirement 
Issue 
actions to reduce selenium problem short 
of land retiranent 
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