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Perspective
One:

The Delta is a continually
changing ecosystem.
Uncontrolled drivers of change
(e.g., population growth,
changing climate, land
subsidence, seismicity) mean
that the Delta of the future will
be very different from the Delta
of today.
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Perspective
Two:

Because the Delta is
continually changing, we
cannot predict all the
Important consequences of
management solutions. The
best solutions will be robust
but provisional, and will need
to be responsive and
adaptive to future changes.
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Perspective
Three:

It is neither possible nor
desirable to freeze the
structure of the Delta in its
present, or any other form.
Strengthening of levees is
only one element of a
sustainable solution and is
not applicable everywhere.
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Subsidence
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Perspective
Four:

The problems of water and
environmental management
are interlinked. Piecemeal
solutions will not work.
Science, knowledge, and
management methods all
need to be strongly
Integrated.
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Perspective
Five:
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Perspective
SIX:

Good science provides a
reliable knowledge base for
decision making, but for
complex environmental
problems, even as we learn
from science, new areas of
uncertainty arise.
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Perspective
Seven:;

Accelerated climate
change means that
species conservation
IS becoming more than '
a local habitat problem.
Conservation
approaches need to

—Deltg Vision Blue Ribbon
Task Force, 2007
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The Way Forward

-What Science Contributes to Policy Discussions

Objective information about the system and its
behavior

Evaluation of system responses to policy options

Formalized and informed debate about science and
policy for environmental and water management
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State of Bay-Delta Science 2008:
The Full Report

Chapters:
Science and the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
Geophysical Setting and Consequences of Management
Water Quality
Aguatic Ecosystems
Levee System Fragility
Water Supply
Integration Among Issues of Water and Environmental
Management
Science in Policy Development for the Bay-Delta Ecosystem

Final Report out in late Spring 2008
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Questions?
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