
Improved Maintenance Options 

•Increased funding for Delta Levees Subvention 
Program
–Option 1 – Increase to $12 million/year 
–Option 2 – Increase to $ 25 million/year 

•Either option requires legislative extension of the 
program and also needs to address year to year 
continuity of funding 

Improved Maintenance Purpose 

•Encourage/facilitate local efforts to maintain 
levees and detect/address problems 

•Maintain Delta configuration, protect 
infrastructure and property, and provide 
continued functionality of various Delta services 

Improved Maintenance Benefits 

•Reduce vulnerability to certain modes of failure 
(animal burrows, seepage/piping zones, crest low 
points)

•Increase ability to respond to developing events 

•Reduce risk of failures from sunny day / high 
tides and from moderate floods 

Improved Maintenance Risk Reduction 
Estimates

•$12 million/year (Option 1) 
–Decrease sunny day/high tide and small/ 
medium flood by approximately a factor of 1.5
–Increase large flood threshold to 500,000 cfs 

•$25 million/year (Option 2) 
–Decrease sunny day/high tide and small/ 
medium flood by a factor of 2
–Increase large flood threshold to 700,000 cfs 

Improved Maintenance Issues / Concerns
(calendar months when construction is permitted) 

•Construction window is mostly past when fiscal year budget and program is 
approved and funds become available 

•Interest payments by local districts use up their capacity for the 25% local match 
because interest costs are not reimbursable by the Subvention Program 

•System for funding advances or progress payments is not effective 

•Higher funding option may exceed local match capability 
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Status and Trends of Delta-Suisun Services

Emergency Response
Emergency response in the Delta-Suisun is shared among 
many different entities. The area is served by at least 14 
fi re districts and at least 14 sheriff and police departments. 
During times of high water, each reclamation district 
(see map) directs fl ood fi ghts for its own island. DWR 
provides some uniformity by participating in fl ood fi ghts 
throughout the Delta. The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers also participates through its Public Law (PL) 84-99 
oversight authority for levees that meet its standards.

January 2006 Flood
DWR participated in flood fights during high water in 
the Delta during January 2006. While some small 
levees failed in the Suisun Marsh, the flood fights 
prevented failures in the Delta. DWR reports that 
personnel and other resources were strained to the 
maximum during this moderately sized flood, only 
about a 1-in-10 year event.

In-Delta residents and businesses have tenuous 
connections to police and fire stations as well as 
hospitals. Questions regarding emergency response 
and evacuation remain unanswered.
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Reclamation Districts Separate reclamation 
districts maintain local levees

See Chapter 5 for references

Access to a levee breach for repair can be diffi cult. Roads 
in the Delta-Suisun do not always follow a direct path. 
Most are built on top of levees. Traveling these roads may 
require crossing bridges and using auto ferries. One may 
need to cross several islands to get to a destination, which 
could be a major problem with a levee failure. Children 
may go to school on a different island than where they 

live. Given these logistics, individual families may have 
trouble formulating their own emergency response plans. 

If an island fl oods, major damage can occur to its in-
terior because the inside of the levees are not protected 
from wave action. Islands next to a fl ooded island are 
at increased risk of failure from seepage and wave ac-
tion from the fl ooded island. A common statement 
among Delta-Suisun interests is the lack of equipment 
that would be available for repairs in the event of large 
multiple island failures. Most Delta levees do not meet 
PL 84-99 standards, which are minimum levee cross-sec-
tion requirements to gain Corps of Engineers participa-
tion for emergency response and disaster assistance.

 

 


