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May 1998 CALFED ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROPOSAL SOLICITATION

. Proposal Title: ___ The Soring Creek local Watershed Stewardship Proposal

Applicant Name: _ Cara M, Waslewski, Nevada County Resource Conservation District
Mailing Address: _113 Preslev Wav, Suite One, Grass Valley, CA 95345

Telephone: (530} 272-3417

Fax: (530) 477-8055

Amount of funding requested: $566.373,00 for 2 years

Indicate the Topic for which you are applying (check only one box). Note that this is an important decision:
see page  of the Proposal Solicitation Package for more information.

0O  Fish Passage Assessment O  Fish Passage Improvements
O  Floodplain and Habitat Restoration O  Gravel Restoration

O Fish Harvest 0O  Species Life History Studies
M Watershed Planning/Implementation 0  Education

O Fish Screen Evaluations - Altematives and Biological Priorities

Indicate the geographic area of your proposal (check cnly one box):

O  Sacramento River Mainstem ®  Sacramento Tributary: Yuba River which is a tributary
O  Delta O  East Side Delta Tributary: of the Feather
O  Suisun Marsh and Bay O San Joaquin Tributary: River.’

0O  San Joaquin River Mainstem O  Other:

O Landscape (entire Bay-Delta watershed) ©  North Bay;

Indicate the primary species which the proposal addresses (check no more than two boxes):

O San Joaquin and East-side Delta tributaries fall-run chinook salmon

U Winter-run chinook salmon B  Spring-run chinook salmon

0  Late-fall run chinook salmon E Fall-run chinook salmon

O Delta smelt ‘ O Longfin smelt

C  Splirtail O  Steelhead trout

O (reen sturgeon 0O  Striped bass

O  Migratory birds

-~ FAY-DELTA PSPHWW
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May 1998 CALFED ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROFPOSAL SOLICITATION

Indicate the type of applicant (check only one box):

O State agency B0 Federal agency
T Public/Ni on-profit joint venture O Non-profit

& Local government/district 0O Private party

0 University O  Other:

Indicate the type of project (check only one box):

0 Planning ,( [mplementation
O Monitoring O  Education

G Research

By signing below, the applicant declares the following:

(1) the rruthfulness of all representations in their proposal;

(2) the individual signing the form is entitled to submit the application on behalf of the applicant (if
applicant is an entity or organization); and

. {3) the person submitting the application has read and understood the conflict of interest and confidentiality

discussion in the PSP (Section [[.K) and waives any and all rights to privacy and confidentiality of the
proposal on behalf of the applicant, to the extent as provided in the Section.

/ 7/ ﬁ/wp/wz//(/

i gnatur of Applicant)
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H, EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

THE SPRING CREEK LOCAL WATERSHED STEWARDSHIP PROPOSAL
Submitted by the Nevada County Resource Conservation District

The Spring Creek watershed, a tributary of the South Yuba River, is located in Western
Nevada County. The suppression of wildland fires and other land management activities
has led to the degradation of ecosystem quality in this area. The Spring Creek watershed
has been identified as a geographic priority area within the 8an Juan Ridge Coerdinated
Resource Management Plan, which was established in 1992. Many watershed
improvement projects have been implemented in this area, however, they have been mainly
limited to public [ands. The intended approach of this project is to coordinate partnerships
between private landowners and public land agencies to increase the effectiveness,
efficiency, and cost-benefit ratio associated with the current programs in the area. The
tasks to be completed include vegetative freatments to reduce fiel loads, the incorporation
of fuelbreaks, and upland habitat management, Implementation of the project will begin
immediately following the notification of proposal funding, and will continue for two
years.

Within the past 35 years, there have been many major wildland fires in the Spring Creek
watershed. The need to incorporate private participation and public land management
activities is vital to address resource issues effectively. The proposed CALFED funding
will provide cost-share assistance to encourage private participation with on-going
watershed management activities.

The total budget cost for the proposed project is $774,351.00. A total of $566,373.00 of
CALFED funding is requested to implement conservation practices on 1,270 acres of
private land within the Spring Creek watershed. The proposed CALFED funding will be
miatched with $207,978.00 of private landowner contribution. The local economic
community will be strengthened through selection of service contracts from Jocal
businesses. The Nevada County Resource Conservation District will be administering the
proposed CALFED funding. The District provides assistance to private landowners on
erosion, water quality, forest health, and other ecosystem cancerns. The District will be
working in conjunction with the federal and state agencies and local non-profit
organizations that currently have on-geing projects in the Spring Creek watershed.

A combination of professional efforts will be used to monitor and evaluate the proposed
project. Menitoring will occur in three general categories: collection of baseline data,
documentation of the effectiveness of the specific implementation measures, and the
measurement of erosion and sedimentation processes.

The proposed project is supported by the Proposition 204 Steering Committee and a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)} between local watershed groups. The uitimate
goal is to maintain and propagate a healthy watershed for the immediate area and the
enhancement of ecosystem quality for the Bay-Delta,
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THE SPRING CREEK LLOCAL WATERSHED STEWARDSHIP

PROPOSAL

CARA M, WASTLEWSKI, RESQURCE CONSERVATIONIST
NEVADA COUNTY RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
113 PRESLEY WAY, SUITE 1
GRASS VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 95945
PHONE: (530) 272-3417
FAX: (530) 477-8055
EMAITL.: ncred@oro.het

Organization Type: Special district under the authority of the State of California
Tax Status: No non-exempt status
Tax Identification Number: 94-6037651

In collaboration with the Natural Resource Conservation Service
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IV, PROJECT DESCRIPTION

A, Project Description and Approach

Western Nevada County, according to the California Department Of Forestry and Fire
Protection, has been identified as one of the leading areas for potential catastrophic
wildland fires in the state. The lack of a natural fire regime has resulted in a decline in
ecosystem quality, An invasion of brush species and an overcrowding of young trees has
led to an increase in insect infestation and disease, ultimately increasing the risk of
wildland fires.

The steady decline in watershed quality and diversity can be attributed to poor land
management practices. The event of a wildland fire within the region is likely to increase
in intensity, due to heavy fuel loading. Such an occurrence could result in the destruction
of natural resources {j.¢., water, soil, wildlife), as well as life and property.

The protection of the upper watersheds is critical. The impacts of a catastrophic wildland
fire include water quality degradation, which will affect the immediate area, the central
valley agricultural industry, and the urban lower watersheds, Other effects include the
reduction of riparian areas essential in this area for yellow-legged frog and neotropical
migrant bird habitat, the retrogression of spawning sites for fall-run chinook, and the
overall biodiversity essential to maintain a healthy ecosystem.

The San Juan Ridge Coordinated Resource Management Plan (CRMP) was formed in
1992 to address the issues of fuels management and the decline in biodiversity. Although
local land agencies have been cooperaling on joint projects, success has bean moderate
and limited to public lands. To adequately address the natural resource issues within this
area, the participation of private landowners is vital for the CRMP to succeed, The
proposed CALFED funding will compliment the efforts of agencies by providing
landowners with a cost-share incentive to deal with the resource issues on their lands.

Within the CRMP, the Spring Creek watershed was designated as a geographic priority
area to concide with pending management practices. This critical area was distinguished
to maximize the efficiency and efforts of the agencies within the CRMP’s 207 000 acres.
The watershed has been determined to be a high priority area by the U.S. Forest Service
and the Bureau of Land Management, It is recognized as Foothill Yellow-legged frog
habitat, which has been determined as a Species of Special Concern on both the state and
federal level.

The intended approach of this project is 10 coordinate partnerships, already established
through the CRMP, between the private landowners and the land management agencies.
By placing conservation practices on project boundaries instead of property boundaries,
there will be an altogether increase in the effectiveness, efficiency, and the cost benefit
ratio associated with the current programs.
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B, Proposed Scope of Work
Phase 1: Education and outreach to the private landowners in the Spring Creek

watershed.
Task 1: Inform landowners through a series of workshops, brochures,
newsletters, and demonstration sites throughout entirety of project.

Phase 2. Vegetative treatraents to reduce fuel loads and improve desirable
Species,
Task 1: Brush management in the Spring Creek watershed.
Subtask 1; Mechanical removal of brush.

Phase 3: Place strategic fuelbreaks in coordinated efforts with public lands,
Task [: Determine high priority areas to incorporate fuelbreaks,
Task 2: Mechanically remove brush to create fuelbreak.

Phase 4; Plant treated sites {where appropriate).
Task 1: Forest stand improvement.
Task 2: Range planting.

Phase 5: Manage grazing activities to protect soil and water resources and
riparian areas.
Task 1: Upland wildlife habitat management.
Task 2: Upland aquatic habitat management.

C. Location and/or Geographic Boundaries of the Project
HUA Code: 18020125; County: Nevada, Fips Code: 057

The Spring Creek watershed is located within the San Juan Ridge Coardinated Resource
Management Plan. This geographic priority arez drains into the South Yuba River,
eventually emptying into the Bay-Delia. The inherent watershed supplies water to the
Central Valley agricultural industries and the urban, metropolitan areas in the lower
watersheds.

The CRMP lies between the Middle and South Fork of the Yuba River (See attached
map). The CRMP encompasses an extensive area covering 206,900 acres and has been
further divided into sub-areas. The Spring Creek watershed lies north of the South Yuba
River, south of Cruzen Grade Road, west of Backbone Road, and east of Tyler Foote
Crossing Road.
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D. Expecied Benefits

The primary stressors identified for the Feather River/Sutter Basin Ecological Zone
involve land use issues such as grazing, forestry/agricultural practices, and wildland fires.
Increased contaminant loads due to excessive erosion, another result of land use activities,
has also been determined 1o be a primary stressor on water quality issues.

Priority species include spring-run chinook salmon and fall-run chinook salmon
Secondary species include yellow-legged frogs and nectropical migrant birds.

“The Yuba River Watershed is considered one of the most significant ecological
units in the Feather River/Sutter Basin Ecological Zone “ (ERPP, page 254). The
primary benefit of this project is the protection, resteration, and maintenance of the
ecological functions and processes in the watershed. A combination of proper fuels
management and land use activities within the geographic priority area will ultimately
enhance the health and productivity of the Bay-Delta.

The elimination of heavy fuel loads, through the coordinated efforts of private fandowners
and public land agencies, will reduce the risk of catastrophic wildland fires. By
maintaining and propagating beneficial watershed management practices, there will be an
increase in the quality of wildlife and fisheries' habitat, improved riparian and riverine
environments, and an overall increase in biodiversity.

The secondary benefits of this project include community development and an increased
local capacity to address natural resource issues. In addition, there wil] be an increase in
monetary, technical, and educational support for conservation practices on private lands.

By improving the health of the upper Yuba River watershed, there will be an increase in
water quality and quamtity. This is essential for endangered wildlife and anadromous fish
habitat, the agricultural industry in the lower watersheds, and the Bay-Delta.

E. Background and Ecological/Biological/Technical Justification

The deficiency of fire within the CRMP boundaries has led to an increase of fuel loads and
poor forest health. The need to incorporate private support with local land agencies is a
necessity to ensure the success of the plan. Installation of proper land management
techniques on both private and public lands will assist with promoting a heaithy
ecosystem.

There are no alternatives to achieve comparable objectives. Landowners within the
geographic priority areas have traditionally participated in the U.8. Department of
Agricultare’s (USDA) cost-share programs. Burning was a common practice in the past
and many landowners participated in CDF’s Vegetation Management Program (VMP)
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controlled burns in the 1980°s. This was until the lack of funding, staff, and restrictions
nearly brought the program to a cessation. The landowners are still willing to burn,
however lability issues, air quality topics, and a long VMP list have discouraged almost all
private burns.

The basis of the expected benefits involve implementing preventive measures to decrease
the risk of wildland fires that could potentially eliminate the remaining healthy functions of
the Yuba River watershed By improving forest stands and removing invasive brush
species, restoration can begin bringing the watershed back to a healthy functioning system.
Implementation of proper grazing management activities will reduce sedimentation into
the watershed and permit restoration and protection to occur within the riparian and
riverine corridors. Outreach and education for the private sector will link the proposed
management practices together.

The project meets the ERPP objectives concerning Upper Watershed Processes found on
page 270. By vestoring the ecological processes in the upper watersheds, the
maintenance and improvement of water quality and quantity flowing into the Bay-Delta
will be viable. This will be achieved by “reducing the excessive fuel loads found in this
region (Programmatic Action 1A), improving land management practices
(Programmatic Action 1B), and developing a management plan (Programmatic
Action 1C)".

The proposed project also relates to the ERFP objectives concerning the reduction and
elimination of stressors in the land use section found on pages' 271-272. The maintenance
of high-quality habitats for wildlife, aquatic, and plant communities will be achieved by
promoting proper grazing management practices. “The elimination of conflicts between
land use practives and watershed practices will be accomplished by working with
the private landowners to protect and restore the watershed (Programmatic Action
1A); and to implement land use plans that establish, restore, and maintain riparian
areas by creating buffer zones between the streams and grazing activities
(Programmatic Action IB)”,

The long-term effects of the benefits resulting from the proposed project will inchade
enhanced water quality/quantity entering the Bay-Delta, an increase in habitat
quality/quantity for plant and animal communities, and an overall increase in biodiversity.
These effects will ultimately contribute to the overall improvement in health of the
immediate area and the Bay-Delta.

The project addresses the objectives of the Anadromous Fish Restoration Program
(AFRP) and sections of the CVPIA by establishing, restoring, and maintaining healthy
ecological functions in the Spring Creek watershed. By promoting a healthy ecosystem
within this key upper watershed, there will be increased water quality/quantity for habitat
enhancement and other “beneficial uses” in the lower watersheds,
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The CRMP has been in existence for six years. Land management agencies have already
implemented projects within the Spring Creek watershed and future efforts are imminent.
The support and participation of the private landowners in this area have been minimal and
are essential to promote a successful watershed management plan. This project, in
conjunction with other local CALFED praposals, is supported by Proposition 204
Steering Commitiee with the ultimate goal of maintaining and propagating a healthy
watershed.

F. Monitoring and Data Evaluation

Within the Spring Creek watershed, approximately half of the area is under the
management of the U.S. Forest Service, BLM, and State Parks. A combination of
professional efforts will be used to monitor and evaluate the proposed project.

Monitoring within the Spring Creek watershed will occur in three general categories:
1.} Collect baseline data:
A} Resource trends;
B)) Stream flow,
C.) Sediment discharge.
2.) Document the effectiveness of the specific implementation measures:
A} Photo points of before and after;
B.) Tons of fuels load removed:
C.) Percentage of acres considered to be healthy forest stands by using tree
spacing, density, and composition as indicators.
3.) Measure the erosion and sedimentation processes:
A} Identify and rank critically eroding areas;
B.) Measure erosion rates through the use of a sediment trough/trap.

G. Implementability

The project will incorporate the efforts of the Nevada County Resource Conservation
District, the Natural Resource Conservation Service, the U.8, Forest Service, the U.S.
Bureau of Land Management, the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection,
the California Department of Fish and Game, the Northern Sierra Air Quality Management
Board, and the Yuba Watershed Institute.

The project is supported by a Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) between the local
organizations and agencies, as well as the Proposition 204 Steering Committee (See
attachments).
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V. COSTS AND SCHEDULE TO IMPLEMENT PROFOSED PROJECT

A, Project Budget Analysis

Project Phase Private Direct Overhead Service Materials |Miscell |Total cost

Land Salary and |Labor Contracts aneous

Owner Benefits  (General and

Cost- Admin. and other

Share fee) Direct

Costs

Forest Stand $87,500.00 |$0.00 $16,250.00 $162,500.00 1$0.00 $0.00 [$178,750.00
Improvement: 500
acres
Brush $101,566.0%0.00 $30,470.00 $304,700.00 ($0.00 $0.00  |$335,170.00
Management: 554 |0
acres
Range Planting; $10,662.00 [$0.00 $1,066.00 $1,012.00 ($9,650.00 ($0.00 [$11,728.00
135 acres
Riparian Corridor  [$0.00 $4,000.00 |3$500.00 $£1,000.00 %0.00 $0.00 ($5,500.00
Enhancement: 50
acres
Firebreak: 45 acres|38,250.00 [$0.00 $2.475.00 $24,750.00 [$0.00 $0.00 |$27,225.00
Community $0.00 $8,000,00 |$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 |$8,000.00
Outreach and
Education |
Total Project $774,351.00
Budget
Total Land Owner $207,978.00
Cost Share
Total CALFED Funds $566,373.00
Requested

There are 3,100 acres of private land and 2 340 acres of federal land within the
Spring Creek Watershed. The U.8. Forest Service has began implementing conservation

practices on federal land throughout the watershed. The CALFED funds requested for

this projects will be used to support cost-share programs to encourage the private

landowners to assist in the restoration of the Spring Creek Watershed, The cost share
commitments will be secured through a contract with each private land owner to address
the appropriate issues for their land. The subcontract bids will be accepted and each
evaluated for each phase of the project by the grant administrators, in order to achieve the
highest quality of work.
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B. Scheduled Milestones

Project work will begin immediately following the notification of proposal funding,
and continuing for two years.

Month I: Begin Service Contract bidding process, and establish a prionty ranking for all
cost share program applicants. Begin community outreach and education component that
will extend through the two years of funding,

Month 2: Select bid for 139 days of Brush Management on the 277 acres selected for first
vear funding, and begin project implementation. Payments to landowners will be made as
soon as the project is completed.

Month 4: Select bid for Forest Stand Improvement, and begin project implementation on
250 acres selected for first year funding. Payments to landowners will be made as soon as
the project is completed.

Month 6. Schedule and begin Range Planting to be completed on 135 acres, during the
appropriate planting season.

Month 8: Fire Break Construction

Monih 10; Complete brush management component of first year projects.

Month 12: Completion of all first year funded projects.

Month 13: Select bid for 139 days of Brush Management on the 277 acres selected for
second year funding, and begin project implementation. Payments to landowners will be
made as soon as the project is completed.

Month 15: Select bid for Forest Stand Improvement, and begin project implementation on
250 acres selected for second year funding. Payments to fandowners will be made as soon
as the project is completed,

Month 16 Begin 50 acres of Riparian Corridor Enhancement project work.

Month 22 Complete brush management component of second year projects.

Month 24: Completion of all proposed projects.

C. Third Party Impacts

There will be many third party impacts derived from the proposed projects. To
ensure economic development within the community all service contracts will be selected
from local businesses. The proposed projects will change the land use on 1270 acres of
private land within the Spring Creek watershed. Through range planting the forage for
cattle and wildlife will be dramatically increased. Following the planting the education
component of this project will encourage proper long term management of the newly
planted pastures. The brush removal and forest stand improvement projects will ensure
long term timber production, also contributing to the long term economic development of
the local community. The construction of the fire break will aid in protecting the residents
of the watershed against the economiic loss due to a wildland fire. The third party benefits
from the projects that will be implemented using CALFED funding will increase the
ecosystem quality of the Spring Creek watershed, ultimately enhancing the restoration
eflorts of the Bay-Delta.
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VI APPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS

The Nevada County Resource Conservation District will be implementing the proposed
project. In cooperation with the Natural Resources Conservation Services Grass Valley
Field Office, the District currently provides assistance to the private land owners
throughout Nevada County and the western half of Sierra County to address soil erosion,
water quality, forest health, and other ecosystem concerns. The Resource Conservation
District is currently participating in memorandums of undersianding with the Proposition
204 Steering Cominittee, the 4%r Fire Safe Praject, and the San Juan Ridge Coordinaied
Resource Management Plan (see attachment). The accomplishments of the CRMP include
community education ¢oncerning the natural role of fire in the ecosystem and the need for
the reduction of fugl volumes within the watershed.

The Nevada County Resource Conservation District has a wide diversity of resource
qualifications, with educational backgrounds in environmental biclogy, wildlife
management, and natural resources planning. The office has administered many grants to
implement conservation practices on the private land, as well as praviding technical
assistance the hundreds of land owners each year. Throughout the project the staff will
administer the grant, provide technical assistance, and manage the project.
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COCRDINATED RESOURCE MANRCGEMEINT FLAN

' . SAN JUAN RIDGE j : —.:ié-!olq'l

DATE OF ADCPTICN: . JUN 15 1993
LOCATION OF PLANNING AREA: :

The Sen Juan Ridoe Cocrdirsted Rescurce Manzgemeab-Plan area is
locsely defined a2s those porticns of Kevada Ccunty being bordered
by the crest of the Sierra Nevada on the eask; by the niddle Zork
af the Yuybka River on the nO?th by the Yuba-Nevada county line to
the west; and by the Socuth fork of the ¥Yubz River to near Spaulding
Reservoir zan [y iorth along Interstate &0 to the crest of the
Sierra Nevace at Domnner Summit te the seuth (FTigure 1).

[a D
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1

AREA THVOQLVED:
108,000 acres

Private
Public
Tehoe Naticnal Forest 87,700
Bureau of Lapd Xanacement 6,000
Stazte “=zrixs 5,200
TOTAELS
Pyuplic cwnershin 28,9400
Privals ownérshio 108,000
TOTAL 206,500 acres

The San Juen Ridge C3IWMP plenning arse includes about 206,800
acres or 323 sguare miles of lznd. Elavations of the area range
from about 2300 fest slcong the crast of the Sierra Nevada to about
500 fzet at Znglebright Beservoir. The mix of public and private
ownership s checkerk : L b the eastern half of the area and
primerily orivaite w Pzrks owning small, scattered
parcgels to the wsst

Nezrly all wes® . i habitet types are represented

within the
Fixr, Lodget
Pine, tsper

ude: Sukalpine Conifer, Red
nifer, White Fir, Ponderosa
Montane Hardwood, Blue Oak-

iy )
Digger Pinme, ! 2 & n lley Foothill Riparizn, Montane
Chaparral, Mixed Cheparrzl, Annual Gr a"sland, Wet Meadow, Fresh
Emergent wetlané, Riverire, znd Lacustrine, Wildlife is egually
varied

Humgn habitatlion cccoure within and adjzcent to the communities of
Frepch Corral, North San Juean, North Columbiz and Graniteville.
Parcels ramge from about one acre to mostly 10-40 acres within
these develcped areszs Meny scattered homesites occur throughout
the planning erea but primarily within the western half.
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RESQURCE USES IN THE FLANNIRNG ARZA:

Varied wuse oocurs in the planning area and dincludes rural
homesites, summer and winter recreaticnal activities, timber

management, crazing, and mining.
PLANNING PARTICIPANTS

Forest Service, Tahoe Naticrnal Forest (TNF)

Bureau of Land Management [3LM), Folsom District
ifornia Devpartment of Foresiry and Fire Protection (CDF)
iforniz Decartment of Fish znd Game (DFG), Region 2

U.8. Eoil Conservation Ssrvice {8C3)

Neorthern Sierra rir Quality Management SBoard (NS2QMD)

Yuba Watershed Institute

RESCURCE MANACEMERT I1850=8

The principle focuc of this CRMP is to vse fire by prescription to
accomzlish a veriety of cbjectives. Fire is known to be a natural
process and factor in the ecclecgy of west slope Sierra Nevada
vegetative fvpes. Suppressicn efforts, slthough well meaning and
often necsssary, have resulted in & significent buildup of fuels
gnd 2 medification of vecstative <typez that may not  be
representative of 2 more naturzl congdition. The CRMP area is not in
8 natural stzte with large porticns having been modified by man.
The area exenplifies many of the problems associated with the urban
wildlznd interface. Conflaarztion, as occurred within about 35,000
acres o©f ihs plenning area in 1988 (ihe 49%'er Fire), to some
extent, is a2 resylt of efficiernt fire sucprassion technigues,

The principle objesctiive is tc use fire, under controlled
conditions, zs a cost effsckive taol that will accomplicsh a variety
of tzsks. These tasks include: fuels reduction, thus potentially
decreasing the risk of wildfirs to urban and rural homesites and
valuable stand®ng timber, restoring the health and vigor of native
Plent communities, improving range forage conditions, and enhancing
Wildlife habitat for 2ll successional species.

This CRMP will a2llow these *zsks toc be more efficiently
accormplished, Rurping is opiten difficeult to acceomplish when
Property boundsries, rether then vegetative <¢ypes, are used to
determine project bounderies; cost per unit area can be reduced
when property boundaries are not used to determine project
beundaries; air ard soil issues can be cumvlatively reduced through
fire by prescription rathsr then by uncontrolled wildfire,

Additionally the CRMP may and should allow the oppertunity for

employment to be generated withirn the planning area and for
information cellection and public education.

&
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Public participation may add to or alter these issues.

Other <fec¢hnigues which complement prescribed burning and are
sppropriate to meet the overall objectives may be incorporated into
this CRMZ. These may include mechanical treatment, planting and
seeding, fencing, road clgsure and obliteration, land trades and
acguisition, water developmeni or other methods of vegetation

Manzgement.

The fol
CRM? arT

Califozniaz Departrment of Foresicy end Fire Protection (CDF}):

To wse controlled burning to reduce the vegstative material
procduced by forests and renge in select areas. Reduction of these
fuels by burning will reduce the catential for large conflagrations
for & pericd of time inte ithe future in the area treated.
Coordination within the CRMP will allow burning to be accomplished
across ageney and private landé houndaries with common geoals being
considered.

Spil Conservation Service (SCE!

The Lrass Velley office of 3 20il Conservation Service is
responsiple for coordinztion of  s0il, water, ané Tespource
conservation proiects with landéeowrners and ranchers in this area and
for preoviding technical assistznce.

The use of contrclled fire and other metheds can decrease the
pcteniial of destructive wildfire &nd thus decrease the potential
for sericus erosign, sedimentziicn and rescurce and property loss
while potentially incressing wzter yi=zld and improving wildlife
hebitet, rtange and timber conditions.

The SC& cen provige techniceal assistance in preparing certain

practice standards and specification. SCS ¢an help prepare
implementztion plans within landowners and work within them during
implesentation. SCS can alsoc evalvate the practices far their

effect on erosion control and resocurce conditions, as well as their
impact on management. SC3 mavy »e able to provide certain funds for
plant materials or provide ssed and plants gCs c¢an also
covrdinate with Agricultural Stsbilizaticn and Conssrvation Servics
{A5C8) and landowners within federally funded " conservation
practices and use of special project funds. .

Tahoe Naztional Forest (TNHF):

Participation within this C will allow the TNF to hkecome
actively ipvolved in meeting many of the Goals as identified within
the Tahce MNatiornal Forest Lznd and Resource Management Plan.
Specificelly, the CRMP meets gcal as identified in the following

3
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sections: Wildlife znd Fish, Protection, Air Quality, Lands, Soil
and Water, Forage and Wood Rescurces, Reereation and Interpretive
Services. The praogram will allcw close coordination between public
and private lands thus increasing the opportunity to nmore
effectively meet TNF goals.

Californiz Department of Fish and Game (DFG):

Participation within this CRMP will zllcw the DFG to more closely
and carefully fulfill cbjectives to protect, cecnserve and manage
wil@liifs hzbitat and wildlife populztions. The 2bility to restore
native plant cpommunities and to menage wildlife hahitat on both
pueblic &nd private lands will ngculv ennance the DFG's abnllty to
assure the hzalth and vigor of rnetive plant and animal communities.

Burezu of Land Management (BLI):

The CRIP area fzl1s into the New
Frc“e 'orks Plan (MFP). Undez th i
“Manage ard perpetvzte woodlands f
rescurce values and %o provide &
for future generaticns.”  Pukli
protection and enhancement of ive, rare, threatened, or
endengered species. In addition, t rotection of archaeoloclcal,
mineral zrd recreaticnel values in the area would be consideresd as
a goal. Pregcribed Dburning shall be used to improve timber
production, reduce fuel hearzards, znd improve wildlife habitat. "a
portion of these lands, the Inimim ? rest, is managed uwnder a
Cocperative zgreement with lorceld residents; the agreenent provldes
for acti local participation in all phases of stewardship."

ity Unit of the BLM Management
ztion of the MFP the BLM will

the production of multiple
nent souvrce ©f wood products
will be mansged for the

Northern Sierra 2ir Quelity Manzgement District (NSRQMD):

The Horthern Sierra Air QLaiﬁLa Menagerent District is the prinary
loczl agency responsible for manzoement of air pollution in
NEchu, Sierre, and Plumas Counties Irocm all non-mebile sources,
incl uding open burning. Eecause c¢pen burning represents a
SlGa;flCGnL source of air polluticn in owvr region the NSAQNMD will
continue in its efforis to monitor and control cpen burning with
permits and enforcement at the local lsvel. 2s a tocl to better
manzge the use of prescribed fire in our area, and facilitate
cermunications betwesn CRMP maxbers and future participants, the
K52QMD wholeheartedly supports the davelopment of this docurent.
As 2 means of combirning acency resgurces to better support a
Prescribed fire campaicn, the NSAOMD will lend assistance when
possible, Finally, the HNSADMD will be hD_king to accurately zssess
the air guality impacts of prescribed fire in the fuiture, and Just
&8s importently, developing infeormation and assistance programs to
promote alternatives to prescriped fire a2s open burning becomes
lesz tenzble in the fuiure.
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‘Yuba Watershed Institute (YW

The YWI is a citizens group organized as a non-profit corporation
(501~C3). Our, objectives in supporting this CRMP are as follows:

1} To maintain and create a late seral {old growth} forest
component-gn the San Juan Ridge as well as all naturally cccurring
wild life habitats. To achieve this we must prevent large scale stand
repiacing fires and reintroduce the approximate natural fire regime,

2) To recognize the interrelatedness and continuity, of wildlife
habitat, water, and other natural processes. This management
reality invoives private as well as public landowners. Working in
cooperation with the MNaorth San Juan Volunteer Fire Department,
neighborbicod groups, and the Twin Ridges Schoal District we will
work towards educating pecple as to the role of fire as a natural
ecological process and the use of prescribed burning for fuels
management.
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PLANNING OBJZCTIVES and IMPLEMENTATICON STRATEGY

1. Solicit public participation
Actions proposed
a. Press releazses. .
b. Develop mailing list of 21l irnterésted individuals.

2, Develop 2 list of funding sources
" Actions proposed . .

a.  Technical committee to meet and develop potential sources

and amounts. .
the plan erea where fire is

3. XYdentify current projects within
1l of stated issues.

being used to neet sove or &l
rctions proposed

a. Technical committee to meet and develop- list. .

4. Develop & fire histecry of the area.

Actions vroposed
a. Technical comm
b, bevelop a refe
c. Develop e fire

lop based on f£ile search.

5, Develowr & ized list cf sprojects to be implemented

Acticns p :

a. Develop = srocess whereby projects are ranked according to
timing and oppertunity, benefits, costs, risks and funding
sources.

. Technical commitise to develep list based on ranking.

154
T

=

&. PDevelcop monitering tec
Actions Troposs
2. Techniczl ccmmittes tc develop scientifically acceptable
methcodolesy theat can ke consistently zprplied as funding

and rescurces eallow.

G
ot

nigues and sirategies

o

C

b, Soclicit input from the locel community and encourage grant
preposals,

c. PDevelcp & data base to monitor longterm trends.

d. Centralize files.

7. Encoureage coordinaticon and communication of all agencies for
each proposed project
Acticns propesed
a. Drafts of all significant burns will be sent to each
signator
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We the undersicgned, have participated in the development of

the S&n Juan Ridge Coordinated Resource Management Plan, concur
with trhe plan, znd will act to implement it to the best of our
ability. g . :

an  annueal meeting for the review of this plan by the
participants will be scheduled and organized each year by the
technical committee. The purpose of this meeting will ke to
discuss preblems, make revisions end adjustments in the plan,
summzrize accomolishments and to seb priorities for implementation
of planned items.

MName o Title ‘ Representing
7o . ’
iém Forest Superviser Tanoeg National Forest
e P
e |
fr,.fijikﬁ?ﬁfjfa# Area Conservauionist Soil Conservation Service

Y Rznaer Unit Crig Czlifornia Department of
Forastry and Fire Protection

/?%Z?E;;ﬁzd!m alhbwi;TJ UHGA NHorthern Silerra Air Quality

Management District

p

4> ;Regicnal Manager California Department of Fish
and Came
Area Mensger Burean of Land Management
Y / o '
Jiﬁfvt &#ﬁ 5 Prosia Yuba Watershed Institute
Il L T
B
Il —011204
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&o24
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Between the

Nevada County Resource Conservation Distrdet, County of Nevada, US Forest Service,
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Califormia Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection, California State Parks, Northern Sierra Alr Quality Management District,
North San Juan Fire Protection District, Yuba Watershed Institute, South Yuba River
Citizens League, City of Nevada City, Bureau of Land Management, Nevada County
Superintendent of Schools Office, Friends of Deer Creek.

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is made and entered into bétween the above
signatories. -

I PURPOSE

The purpose of this MOU is to establish & framewerk upon which the pariies may
cooperatively plan mutually beneficial work projects and activities envisioned by the State
of Califormia Proposition 204, California Water Code, Division 24, Safe, Clean, Reliable
Water Supple Act, Article §, Delta Tributary Watershed Program.,

II. INTRODUCTION

WHEREAS, all parties have a mutual interest in developing watershed rehabilitation
projects to protect regional water guality and correspending watershed properties for the
public good; and

WHEREAS, &ll parties have the public responsibility to identify and take corrective
actions where water quality may become degraded; and

WHEREAS, all parties administer properties that are eligible for grants provided under the
Delta Tributary Watershed Program.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideraticn of the above premises, the parties hereto agree as
follows:

[II. PARTIES AGREE TO

1. Actively pursue epportunities for mutually beneficial work projects or activities that fit
under the Delta Tributary Watershed Program.

2. Enter into supplemental agreements or other legal instruments with each other to
implement any grant funding received under the auspices of this program,
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IV. GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS

1. This agreement is neither a fiscal nor a funds obligation document. Any endeavor
involving reimbursement or contribution of funds between the parties to this
instrument will be handled in 2ccordance with applicable laws, regulations, and
procedures including those for Government procurgment, Suck endeavors will be
outlined in separate agreements that shall be made in writing by representatives of the
parties and shal! be independently authorized by appropriate statutory authority. This
instrument does not give that authority,

2. Modifications within the scope of this instrument shall be made by the issuance of a
bilaterally executed modification prior to any changes being performed.

3. This instrument in no way restricts any signatory party from participating in similar
activities with other public or private agencies, organizations and individuals.

4. Any signatory parly, in writing, may request termination of their
participation at any time before the date of expiration.

This instrument is executed as of the fast date shown elow and will expire on September
30, 2001, at which time it will be subject to review, renewal, or expiration.

Nevada County Resource Conservation District

ﬂ;ﬁ«f\ Jef37

Reie;éﬁﬁn&en, Chairman, Sam Dardick

Nevada County Board of Supervisors .

%‘2%%.&\ iz/.“?/?;?

/kﬂm Skinner, Forest Supervisor
1S Forest Service, Tahoe National Forest

g g L ]
gvx //w it ;P 2297
Ron Zinke, District Conservationist
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
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f e ’77,4,4 < [F(87E7
fm Marchio, Ufit Chief

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

[:.-‘._\ J/\ o
I Ra)_r,Patton Park Superintendent
California State Parks

/Z 57, /V rafi e
Rodney A. H]I] Axr Pollutlon Control Officer -
Northern Sierra Air Quality Management District

e
arlotte Kiligrew, Chairpersen, Board of Directdrs

North San Juan Fire Protection District

N
bl 1z/129%
Bch Erickson, President, Yuba Watershed Institute

‘{“;“4»(/' ~ !j\\'ﬁ‘a \E]KPWHI}"

Roger Hicks, President, Board of D1rcctors
Soutr} Yuba River 1t1zens League/

Burey fLandM agement

<. aﬁ\wﬁ%

Terence McAteer, Superintendent of Schools, Nevada County

Dty (s Frentidn i2fie(7 v,

Mary Anne Ifireshka, Chairperson, Friends of Deer Creek
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e |

vl

United States Naturat Grass Valley Service Center

Department of Resources 113 Presley Way, Suita 1

Agriculture Canservation Grass Vallay, CA 95945
Service {530)272-3417

July 1, 1998

To: CALFED - Watershed Management

Subject. Proposal « Assessment of the South Yuba River Category 11l Program

The Propesition 204 Steering Committee for Nevada County supports this Category TIT
Proposal to improve water quality in the Spring Creek watershed.

The Nevada County Resource Conservation District has dedicated its efforts to improving
conditions in the watershed, and therefore water quality, which will benefit the Bay Delta.
Much of this watershed effort involves improving forest and range land uses by
encouraging landowners to implement proper resource conservation practices.

This project, in conjunction with other local CALFED propaosals, is supported by the
Proposition 204 Steering Committee with the ultimate goal of maintaining and
propagating a healthy watershed. The Nevada County Proposition 204 Steering
Committee also voted to support the long-term project goal of developing a coordinated
watershed management and implementation plan for the South Yuba River, with input and
involvement by the MOU group.

e

~7
'éhb
Ron Zinke

District Conservationist and Committee Chair

Attachment

The United States Dapartrriest of Agrioulture [USDA] prohibits discriminetion in a1l its proghiene and sctivition oﬂ!h basin of racs, color, natlonal origin, w'd-r '-Nﬁla'\.
s dinability, political beliels, maxunl ofientstion, snd maritsl of femdy stetin. (Not ol prohiblisd saea apply 1o agrama.] Parsora ‘with diesbi]

mears for comMmMuUCEc stion of program information Brsille, rge prind, sudiotaps, ate.) shiisd contact usm\ '« TAMGET Camtar st 202-720- :eoo r-e- wd
00!

1.
To file & complunt of dincrimination, write USDA,_ Dieector, Otflce of Civll Rights, Rasm 326W, Whitlen luldlnv 14th snd Incfepundence Avanue, S\, Washinglen, DC
AVt 12021 720-6964 tvoics &f TOD). USDA I sn equsl spportumity provider and smployr
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HIGH SIERRA RESQURCE CONSERVATION & DEVELOPMENT AREA

251 AUBURN RAVINE ROAD, SUITE 201, AUBLURN, CALIFORNIA 85603 TELEPHONE: (O16) B23-5687

July 2, 1998,

To: CALFED - Watershed Management

Subject: Support of Proposal, Category IIT Program
Spring Creek Watersfied Fuel Management Project

The High Sierra Resource Conservaticn and Develcpment {RC&D)
Council supports Nevada County Resource Conservation District
(RCD) proposal for the Spring Creek Waktershed project.

The Spring Creek Watershed is in mixed ownership - Federal, State
and private, and has been identified as having a serious wildfire
hazard condition. Spring Creek 1is a tributary to the Scuth Fork
of the Yuba River, and a catastrophic wildfire in this watershed
would sericusly impact water quality in the Yuba River.

The Spring Creek project will serve as a model in coordination of
forest health/fuel management between public and private

landowners. We request your suppert and approval of this grant
proposal.

Betty égf;;’)

President, High Sierra RC&D Council
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