
I. COVER SHEET

May 1998 CALFED ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION
PROPOSAL SOUCITATION

Proposal Title: Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewardship Project

Applicant Name: Trinity County Resource Conservation District

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1450, Weaverville, CA 96093

Telephone: (530) 623-6004

Fax: (530} 623-6006

Amount of funding requested: $150.000 for one year

Indicate the Topic for which you are applying (check only one box):

Fish Passage Assessment Fish Passage Improvements
Floodplain and Habitat Restoration Gravel Restoration
Fish Harvest Species Life History Studies

X Watershed Planning/Implementation Education
Fish Screen Evaluations -Alternatives and Biological Priorities

Indicate the geographic area of your proposal (check only one box):

Sacramento River Mainstem Sacramento Tributary:.
Delta East Side Delta Tributary:.
Suisun Marsh and Bay San Joaquin Tributary:
San Joaquin River Mainstem X Other: Upper Trinity River Watershed
Landscape (entire Bay-Delta watershed) North Bay:.

Indicate the primary species which the proposal addresses (check no more than two
boxes):
San Joaquin and East-side Delta tributaries fall-run chinook salmon
Winter-run chinook salmon X Spring-run chinook salmon
Late-fall run chinook salmon Fall-run chinook salmon
Delta smelt Longfin smelt
Splittail X Steelhead trout
Green Sturgeon Striped bess
Migratory birds
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indicate the type of applicant (check onfy one box):

State agency Federal agency
Public/Non-profit joint venture Non-profit

~ Local government/district Private pa~ly
University Other:

Indicate the type of project (check only one box):
[~ Planning Implementation

Monitoring Education
Research

By signing below, the applicant declares the following:

(1) the truthfulness of all representatior~s in their proposal;

(2) the individual signing the form is entitled to submit the application on behalf of the
applicant (if the applicant is an entity or organization); and

(3) the person submitting the application has read and ur~derstood tl~e conflict of interest
and confidentiality discussion in the PSP (Section ILK) arid waives any and all dghts
to privacy arid confidentiality of the proposal on behalf of the applicant, to the extent
as provided in the Section,

G go~ E/~owden, Chairman of the Board of Directors

I --01 0978
1-010978



I]. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

PROJECT TITLE:       Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewardshlp Project

PROJECT APPLICANT: Trinity County Resource Conservation District

a. project Description and Primary Biological/Ecological Objectives
This is a community-based watershed stewardship project with active local leadership.
The extremely high turbidity levels experienced in Trinity Lake over the past two years
has led to increasing concern among local residents, business owners and various
agencies. This proposal aims 1o discover the cause and possible solutions of this
problem by conducting a sediment source inventory, preparing a strategic fuels
reduction and thinning plan, and developing a comprehensive Watershed Action Plan
with pricritized projects for implementation. This cooperative planning process is
integral to our efforts to reduce sedimentation and turbidity levels in Trinity Lake,
improve water quality and waler supply reliability for its beneficial uses.

Objectives of this project include:
¯ Minimize sedimentation and turbidity, as this reduces available storage capacity in

lhe reservoir
¯ Improve water quality
¯ Improve water supply relisbility
¯ Reduce risk of catastrophic fire, as it is detrimental to watershed function and water

quality
¯ Improve fisheries habitat, particularly salmon and steelhead
* Involvement of diverse interest groups

a. Approach/Tasks/Schedule
Tasks include:
* Organizing stakeholders, including business owners, state and federal agencies,

into a watershed coalition to address concerns and establish a stewardship vision
Determining the cause(s) of high turbidity levels in Trinity lake, and thus
Whiskeytown Reserveir by conducting a sediment inventory

¯ Preparing a strategic fuels management plan to reduce tha risk of catastrophic fire
with the involvement of CDF and USFS and private landowners

,, Developing a Watershed Action Plan with implementation priorities

This planning project will take one year from funding.

a. Justification for Project and Funding by CALFED
This project addresses the ERPP objective for upper watershed health and function by
developing an Action Plan for restoring ecological processes in the upper watersheds
in order to maintain and improve the quality and quantity of water flowing into the
tributaries and rivers of the Sacramento Bay Delta, Although the Trinity River is not
included in the ERPP study area, we believe that due to the import of nearly one million

I --01 0979
1-010979



acre-feet of water per year from the Upper Trinity River to the ERPP study area, as welt
as providing storage capacity of 2.5 million acre-feet for the Central Valley Project, the
Upper Trinity River Watershed provides a direct benefit to the ERPP study area and
deserves consideration for funding by CALFEDo It has been roughly estimated (by
NRCS Engineer) that approximately 460,160 cubic tons of sediment per year is
entering Trinity Lake from the various tributary streams above Trinity Dam. This figure
translates into a reduction in storage capacity of 230 acre-feet per year. One acre-foot
of water from the Trinity Lake generates 1,100 kilowatt hours of power. Both
economics and ecosystem enhancement, as we~l as community support and goodwill
justify CALFED funding for this community-based watershed stewardship project.

b. Budget Costs and Third Par~y Impacts
This proposal seeks funding in the amount of $150,000 for the planning phase. Third
party impacts are expected to benefit the health and fisheries of Trinity River below
Trinity and Lawiston Dams as well as recreation and tourism, which are vital to Trinity
County’s economy.

o. Applicant Qualifications
Trinity County Resource Conservation District (TCRCD) has an outstanding record of
act~ievement with many projects in the Trinity River Basin, inoluding development of
cooperative efforts among landowners, timber interests, various government agencies
and the general public. TCRCD has had extensive experience in watershed restoration
projects as part of the Trinity River Fish and Wildlife Restoration Program.

d. Monitoring and Data Evaluation
Monitoring and data evaluation will be a critical component of the Upper Trinity River
Watershed Action Plan to determine effectiveness of project implementation. This
project will develep a project-scale and watershed-scale monitedng plan to evaluate the
long-term success of project objectives. The watershed coalition will aim to foster
volunteer monitoring.

e. Locat SuppoWCoordination with ether Programs/Compatibility with CALFED
objectives

This is a community-based project with active local leadership. The project promotes
the CALFED goal of improving upper watershed health and ecological functions by
reducing levels of stressors, including erosion and wildfire risk, in order to provide high
quality water and water supply reliability. It will also address several ecosystem
elements identified in the ERPP, including ecological processes and priority species
including spring-run, fail-run, and late fail-run chinook salmon, and steelhead. The
project will provide direct benefit to severa~ endangered species, and to the ecological
recovery of upper watershed processes. This restoration planning project will
coordinate with other State and Federal progrems. It is in the interest of CALFED to
keep reliable, high quality water from the Trinity River. CALFED’s willingness to
address the long-term maintenance of this upper watershed has significant local
support.
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IlL TITLE PAGE

Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewardship Project

A Proposal Submitted by:

Tdnity County Resource Conservation District
P.O. Box 1450, Weaverv{lle, CA 96093

(530) 623-6004
Fax: (530) 623-6006

E-mail: tcrcd@snowcrast.net

A Special District of the State of California
Tax Identification #: 68-0191522

With Participation From:

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Watershed Research and Training Center

Joe Nell-Trinity Fly Shop

June 30, 1~:J8
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IV. PROJECT DESCPJPTION

a. Project Descdpffon and Approach
This is a community-based project with active local leadership to develop a
comprehensive watershed stewardship plan for the Upper Trinity River, This project was
spearheaded by a local resident, Joe Nell of Trinffy Flyshop, who is concerned about the
continuing high levels of turbidity in Trinity Lake and the resultant negative economic
impacts on this community and the fishery resource. Working in a collaborative
environment, the Upper Trinity River Watershed Coalition will be formed consisting of
diverse interest groups to address the various issues and concerns end establish a vision
and goals for the restoration of the watershed. The Coalition will develop specific
objectives for examining the sources efthe problem of turbidity into Trinity Lake, A
sediment survey will be conducted by TCRCD and NRC$ staff to determine the source of
the sediment with an initial focus en the five main tributaries to Trinity Lake, Stuart Fork,
Swift Creek, Coffee Creek, Upper Trinity River, and East Fork Trinity. See attached map.
A strategic fuels reduction/thinning plan will be will developed for the watershed, led by
the Watershed Research and Training Center with significant input from the US Forest
Service (the primary land owner in the watershed) and California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection (far private lands inputS. An Upper Trinity River Watershed Action
Plan will be compiled by a consultant, incorporating the previously mentioned elements of
the project outlining prioritization of projects ~’or implementation. This project will
contribute to ongoing local watershed and stewardship that can achieve significant
environmental results with benefits for both the ERRP study area and the Trinity River
Watershed below Trinity and Lawiston Dams.

Participants/Collaborators in Planning and Implementation include:
¯ Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
¯ Watershed Research and Training Center (WRTC)
¯ US Forest Service-Shasta Trinity National Forest
¯ Trinity County Planning Department
¯ Start Plowman-Trinity County Board of Supervisors, District 1
¯ California Department of Forestry" and Fire Protection
¯ Friends of the Trinity River
¯ North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Beard
¯ California Conservation C~ps
¯ California Department of Fish and Game
¯ Forty-three residents and business owners (See attached signatures)

a. Proposed Scope of Work
Phase "t
Phase 1 will be implemented during 1999 if funded by CALFED.

.Phase 10biectives:
Organize Upper Trinity River Watershed Coalition, consisting of landowners, business

owners, fishermen, agencies, land managers, and other interested pertfes.
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Schedule regutar meetings to discuss issues of concern, develop priorities, and
define the focus for the Upper Trinity River Watershed Action Plan

Conduct an inventory of sediment sources within the watershed
Survey sediment delta at each of the five main tributaries to Trinity Lake (see attached

map of subwatersheds)
Develop a strategic plan for fuels reduction/forest health improvement on USFS and

private lands as mitigation for catastrophic fire
Develop a Watershed Assessment and Action Plan including the following topics:

,, Background
* Land Use History
~, Limiting factors-Sedimentation, Fuels buildup
* Soils and geology
o Aerial photo interpretation
* Sediment source inventor~
¯ Strategic plan for fuels reduction/forest health improvement
o Implementation Plan
¯ Prioritization for implementation
¯ GIS mapping-roads, soils, vegetation, and ownership identification
¯ Monitoring Plan

Complete Final Report with an outline for proposed work for the following year (2000)

Phase 2
Phase 2 will be implemented in the summer-fall 2000 if funded. Other sources of funding
will be sought as wail as CALFED, including Prop 204, California Department of Fish and
Game, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. Another proposal will be
submitted when more detail is obtained regarding the expected scope of work to be
implemented. This project has the ability to leverage other funding sources to provide for
ongoing implementation.

Phase 20biectives
Implement recommended projects from the watershed action plan to reduce sediment and
turbidity levels and improve water quality and storage capacity for both the Trinity River
basin and Central Valley Project (CVP). These projects are expected to include road
upgrade or decommission, streambank stabilization, revegetation, and fuels reduction and
thinning. Design, permit acquisitions, landowner permission to implement, and
contracting with equipment operators all would be undertaken during this phase of the
project.

a. Location and/orGeographio Boundaries ofthe Project
This project is located in Trinity County and consists of the upper Trinity River Watershed
above Trinity Dam. The Trinity River originates near 9,025 ft elevation at Mt. Eddy, and
flows south into Trinity Lake, (elevation 2,370 ft) a distance of roughly 20 miles.
Transbasin diversion from the Trinity River through Judge Francis Cart powerplant to
Whiskeytown Lake (elevation 1,210 ft) began in April 1963. Due to this diversion, Trinity
Lake is considered part of the Trinity River Division of the CV P. Diversions from
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Whiskeytown Lake to the Sacramento River via Spring Creek powerplant and tunnel into
Keswick Reservoir began in December 1963. Water from the Trinity River basin is
diverted from Whiskeytown Reservoir through the Spring Creek tunnel to Keswick
Diversion Dam on the Sacramento River for power generation. The total drainage area of
the Upper Trinity River basin is 692 square miles.

Although the Upper Trinity River watershed is outside of the traditionally defined
Sacramento River watershed, the fact that nearly an average of one million acre feet of
water per year is diverted from Trinity Lake over the hill into the ERRP study area, and
Trinity Lake provides 2.5 million acre feet of storage capacity for the CVP, dictates that
this’source watershed" be addressed. The Upper Trinity River watershed consists of
over 70% publicly owned land, most of which is adminislered by the US Forest Service.
The Trinity Alps Wilderness Area accounts for 32% of the total watershed. Private lands
account for 29% of this watershed with a significant podion owned by Sierra Pacific
Industries. Other private lands in this watershed include several small communities
including Coffee Creek, Covington Mill and Trinity Center, recreational facilities, and a
winery (see the attached maps, Attachment Aland A2).

b. Expected Benefits
This project will address and examine the extremely high turbidity levels of Trinity Lake
that have existed since the storms of early 1997 by inventorying sediment sources within
the watershed and recommending solutions in order to reduce sediment runoff. This
project will bring together various stakeholders within the community to develop and
implement a comprehensive watershed assessment and action plan, which wilt lead to
implementation of projects that will minimize loss of storage capacity in the dam by
reducing sedimentation.

Specific project benefits include:
¯ Development of a comprehensive plan for the Upper Trinity River Watershed
¯ Improved storage capacily of Trinity Lake and Whiskeytown Lake by minimizing

sedimentation
¯ Improved water quality for all beneficial uses including power generation and

recreation
¯ Increased water supply reliability
¯ Improved forest health and minimized risk of catastrophic fire
* Improved fisheries habitat

This project will ultimately improve the ecological health of Trinity Lake as well as both the
Trinity River and the ERRP area with an improvement in the quality cf water by minimizing
sedimentation and turbidity. Reducing the risk of catastrophic fire will benefit forest health
in this source watershed and minimize potential sedimentation. The ecological benefits
are critical to priority species identified by CALFED, including chinook salmon and
steeihead by reducing fine sediments and providing sufficient high quality water. The
proposal is a long-term strategy to address large-scale problems in this source watershed
of the CVP.
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e. Background and EcologicallBIological/Technical Justification
Construction and operation of the Central Valley Pro!act (CVP) has in effect made the
Trinity River an artificiaf (man-made) tributary cf the Sacramento River. Trinity County
has been considered as the County of Origin for the Trinity River Division of the CVP.
Since 1964, an average of needy 1 million acre-feet of water per year has been diverted
from the Trinity River Watershed to the Sacramento River by the CVP under 1959 permits
issued to the Bureau of Reclamation by the Sate Water Resources Control Board. This
compares with average annual inflow of approximately 1 ~2 million acre feet. The
permitted removal of most of the water from the Upper Trinity River has had direct and
significant destructive effects on area-of-origin beneficial uses and public trust assets in
the entire Klamath-Trinity basin, including reductions in fish habitat (80-90% declines in
chinook, coho salmon and steelhead trout populations from pre-diversion levels).

The project is consistent with CALFED goals of improving water quality and storage
capacity as wall as aquatic and terrestrial habitats and ecological processes. This
proposal addresses several ecosystem elements and stressors described in the
Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan (ERPP). These elements include, but are not
limited to the CALFED ecosystem elements listed below in Table 1. As technical
justification for the restoration project, Table 1 provides specific restoration objectives that
address each CALFED element.

Table 1. Technical iustification for project components based on CALFED ERPP.
CALFED ECOSYSTEM ERPP Implementation Objectives

ELEMENT
RESTORE ECOLOGICAL Conduct comprehensive road inventories on all major
~’ROCES~ES IN "PHE UPPER timberlands and prioritize feasible projects for
WATERSHEDS-FIRE AND EROSION implementation. Prepare fuel management plans that

identify treatments, priorities and schedules
(ERPP Vet. I. p. 70-71~

CHINOOK SALMON Restore ecological processes and habitats vital to
sustain chinook salmon populations; reduce or
criminate strassora to chinook salmon production,
including adequate streamflow (ERPP Vol. I. p. 153-
154)

8TEELHEAD TROUT Reduce or eliminate stressors to steelhead production,
including adequate streamflow; protect spawning and

i rearing habitat in upper tributary watersheds
! (ERPP Vol. I. p. 160)

This project has a broad-based support from agencies, landowners, business owners, and
other leaders within the community (see attached letters of recommendation from Tdnity
County Planning Department, Friends of the Trinity River, Watershed Research and
Training Center, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Beard, and others,
Attachments E1-Eg). This project addresses the stated CALFED issues of water quality
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and water supply reliability.

This project is important economically to the locel community as well as to the CVP and
ERPP study area. It has been roughly estimated (by an NRCS Engineer) that
approximately 460,160 cubic tons of sediment per year is entering Trinity Lake from the
various tributary streams above the dam. This figure translates into a reduction in storage
capacity of 230 acre-feet per year. One acre-foot of water frern the Trinity Lake generates
1,100 kilowatt hour of power. Power generation from Trinity Lake is four times more
valuable than that from Shasta Dam as there is much more head, or elevation change
from Trinity. It has been suggested by the Bureau cf Reclamation that heavy
sedimentation increase the maintenance cost of the equipment at the power plants and
pumping stations. Both economics and ecosystem enhancement justify CALFED funding
for this watershed stewardship project. Potential for extending the life of the dam and
maximizing storage capacity woutd a~so have beneficia~ effects for power generation and
water users in the Bay-Delta regien.

In the past thirty-five years Trinity County has exported 33,330,150 acre feet of water to
the Central Valley Project (CVP). This water passes through five power houses before it
finally reaches the Sacramento River and ultimately, the southern San Joaqu[n Valley.
Enroute it also provided high quality water for recreatienal facilities at Whiskeytown Lake.
This contribution has been one of immeasurable economic value te all the citizens of
California. With the exception of major rainfall events in 1978, 1983, 1997, and 1998, the
Trinity River has historically provided the CVP end other users water of exceptionally high
quality. In unusual flood years large volumes of fine sec~[ment are eroded from the
watershed upstream of Trinity Dam and are subsequently trapped in the reservoir. This
has been immediately reflected in high levels of turbidity. (See attachment C). Turbidity
of the water in Trinity Lake, released below the Dam into the Trinity River and exported to
Whiskeytown reservoir remains substantially elevated for many months following these
events. Turbidity readings in Trinity Lake reached their highest levels in twenty-two years
in 1997. Trinity experts to Whiskeytown Lake and the Sacramento River, continue to
experience extremely high turbidity levels. The obvious connection between major rainfall
events and high turbidity could be indicative of a major erosion-control problem in the
Upper Trinity River watershed. This buildup of sediment has the potential to reduce the
available storage capacity and ultimately threaten the expected life ef the dam. It has
been suggested that the current pattern cf El Nine-related weather in this area could
become a regular phenomenon. With this possibility learning aver the future, it is
imperative that watershed assessment, prioritization and restoration work be initiated
promptly to ensure the continued prevision of high quality water to the CVP, including the
recreational facility at Whiskey~ewn.

This project would also support the Clean Water Action Plan of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. This report, completed in
1998, establishes a framework of cooperation far federal and state agencies, Tribes, end
the public to work together to address clean water issues. More specifically, it calls for
unified watershed assessments to be completed and assessments to be made of the
water quality of all reservoirs operated by the Bureau of Reclamation with strategies
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developed for water quality improvenlenL The Upper Trinity River Watershed
Stewardship Project would facilitate several of the objectives of the Clean Water Action
Plan.

a. Monitoring and Data Evaluation
Monitoring and data evaluation will be a critical component of the Upper Trinity River
Watershed Action Plan. Monitoring, utilizing a science-based feedback process, will
address effectiveness of project implementation to determine whether objectives are being
achieved. This will include the development of a detailed project-scale monitoring plan
that will continually evaluate the success of various objectives, including sediment inflow,
turbidity, habitat improvement, and community involvement. Volunteers and members of
the Upper Trinity River Watershed Coalition will be actively involved in gathering
monitoring data.

b. Implementability
This project will comply with all related laws and regulatiens as required. For the first
phase of the proiect, however, we do not anticipate that any NafianaJ Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) cr California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) permits, easements,
encumbrances, etc. need to be addressed. This project consists of the planning stage
invelving the compiling of a sediment inventory and developing a Watershed Assessment
and Action Plan. The US Farest Service, the major land manager in the Upper Trinity
River Watershed, is in support of this project (verbal agreen~ent has been given). We will
obtain a more formal agreement prior to commencing the preject. Sierra Pacific
industries, the other significant landowner in this area, has been approached by the
business community regarding this proje=t. Permission from landowners to conduct
inventory will be obtained prior to any detailed site-specific data collection. We will work
c~osely with the landowners and community leaders and keep interested parties informed
of progress made. Public information and public relations will play an important role in
this project.

This project will coordinate with other projeots including the Trinity River Restoration
Program, the 5-County Caho Plan project, end potential Propesition 204 projects. As
mentioned above, this project also complements several key act[erie ceIled for in the
Clean Water Acticn Plan of the Environmental Protection Agency end the Department of
Agriculture, specifically to create watershed assessment and restoration action strategies.
Key Action Items in the Clean Water Action Plan relevant to this project include: #19-27,
34, 35, 9~-98. (See Attachment F),

Local support is quite strong for this project, as residents have been increasingly aware of
the declining health of the Trinity River end its fisheries due to the diversion of most of
Trinity River water to the CVP. Local residents feel strongly about the need to put some
money into protecting this upper watershed, or reinvesting to maintain as much as
possible the water quality of Trinity Lake. Trinity County residents have felt that this
important source of water has been taken for granted for too long, particularly the
watershed above Trinity Lake. (See attached letters of support, Attachment E).
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V. COSTS AND SCHEDULE TO IMPLEMENT PROPOSED PROJECT

a. Budget Costs

This proposal requests $150,000 for the Upper Trinity River Stewardship Project. Table 2
below provides a cost breakdown of the various tasks.

Table 2. Cost Breakdown
Project I~irect Direct Overhead Service Mstedal Miscellaneous Total
Phase and Labor Salary Labor Contracts and and other Cost
Task Hours ’ and Acquisition Direct Costs

Benefits Conlracts
Coalition 500 10,000 1,000 1,000 11,000
Coordination
Tdb Della 150 5,000 500 5,000
Survey
GI8 Support 750 15,000 1,500 1,000 10~000
Conduct 2000 40,000 4,000 1,000 42,000
Sediment
Iriventor~
Fuels 20.000 21,000
Reduction
and Thinning
Strategic
Plan
Watershed 50,000 50,000
Action Plan

TOTAL 3400 $70,000 $7,000 $70,000 $3,000 $150,000

The NRCS will assist in surveying the main tributary deltas of Trinity Lake, including
Coffee Creek, East Fork Trinity, Trinity, Stuart Fork and Swift Creek to measure sediment
inflow. TCRCD will hire a part time coordinator for the Upper Trinity River Watershed
Coalition. This person will organize meetings, workshops, and field trips to develop a
watershed restoration vision and goals and to discuss various issues and concerns in the
watershed. The Watershed Research and Training Center (WRTC) will contract with
TCRCD to develop a strategic fuels management and thinning plan with the strong
involvement of the US Forest Service and the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CDF), who have begun this process already. The WRTC is developing a
market for small diameter material obtained from thinning projects (utilizing a low-impact
Economizer) to help offset costs of implementing fuels reduction treatments. The GIS
mapping will be prepared by TCRCD’s GIS manager who has significant experience with
maps for watershed analysis, identifying road networks, vegetation type, soils and
geology. The development of the Upper Trinity River Watershed Action Plan will be put
out to bid for a consult.ant. There are several very competent consultants available in the
area who are familiar with the Basin and its issues whom we have worked with in the past.

This project has the ability to leverage other funding sources to provide for ongoing
implementation. This project consists of the planning process to develop the priorities for
implementation. With this plan, other funding sources are readily available for
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implement3ng on-the-ground restoration projects. Other sources of funds will be pursued
for the implementation phase, including Proposition 204, California Department of
Foresby and Fire Protaction’s Forest Stewardship Program, US Forest Service "Jobs in
the Woods," and California Department of Fish and Game program (SB 271).

a. Schedule Milestones

Task 1 : Coordinate the Upper Trinity River Watershed Coalitien month 1-12
Task 2: Survey sediment inflow at tributaries month 1-2
Task 3: Prepare GIS maps of watershed for planning month 1-4
Task 4: Conduct inventory of sediment sources month 2-5
Task 5: Develop the Upper Trinity River Watershed Action Plan month 2-11
Task 6: Final Report Preparation month 12

Product: Final Report prioritizing recommended action items
for implementation at year end

We will invoice monthly based on expenses incurred.

b. Third Party Impacts

Third party impacts from implementing this project are expected to be positive.
Recreation and tourism would improve at both Trinity Lake and along the Trinity River
below the dam with a reduction in sedimentation/turbidffy. This would provide economic
benefit to this tourism-~ependant community. Fish habitat in the Trinity River below the
dam should improve with the reduction of fine sediments as well, requiring less water to
fluah sediments than might otherwise be the case. Reduced risk of catastrophic fire would
benefit the resources, forest health, landowners, and the community. Economic impacts
would be positive for this community as a whole, Trinity County residents feel that it is
important that CALFED make an early and organized effort to reinvest in the health of the
Upper Trinity Watershed, an important upper watershed to the Bay-Delta. This would
result in goodwill in this community.

I --01 0989
1-010989



VI. APPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS

Trinity County Resource Conservation District (TCRCD) has an outstanding record of
achievement with many projects in the Trinity River Basin, including development of
cooperative efforts among landowners, timber interests, various government agencies and
the general public. TCRCD has had extensive experience in watershed restoration
projects as part of the Trinity River Fish and WildJife Restoration Program. TCRCD is
currently in its sixth year under contract to design, implement, and monitor a multi-year,
multi-million dollar watershed restoration project in Grass Valley Creek Watershed (a
tributary to the Trinity River) and ils fourth year for similar work in the South Fork Trinity
River Watershed.

The TCRCD has been a very active participant in the South Fork Trinity River
Coordinated Resource Management Planning group (CRMP} since its inception in 1994.
TCRCD has participated in several Watershed Analysis reports and has conducted
sediment inventories in many watersheds. It has also had significant experience in
cohtracting with consultants on many occasions. Funding has been obtained by TCRCD
for various other restoration and fuels reduction projects from US Fish and Wildlife,
California Department of Fish and Game, and California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection. To date, these projects have only been funded for projects below Trinity Dam.
The experience and proven capability of the district will be useful for developing and
fostering a community-based solution to major sediment problems existing in the Upper
Trinity River Watershed.

TCRCD is a special district of the state of Califomia. TCRCD was formed under Division
9 of the State Resources Code in 1956. As a special district it is self-governed by
appointed directors who establish priorities and set policy. Directors are landowners who
know local problems, and who volunteer their time without pay.

TCRCD is a county wide special district. The TCRCD gets funding solely from outside
grants and some fee-for-service projects. The Board of Directors is guided by landowners
and the community in their decisions and actions. Employees of the district carry out the
day-to-day operations, guided by priorities and policies established by the Board. The
TCRCD focuses attention on land, water, and related resource problems, develops
programs to resolve them, and enlists and coordinates assistance from all public and
private sources that can contribute in accomplishing the district’s goals. In addition, it
works toward furthering conservation education in the community, coordinating
educational programs, and serving as a community clearing house for information and
services.

TCRCD Mission Statement
To assist people in protecting, managing, conserving and restoring the natural resources
of Trinity County through information, education, technical assistance and project
implementation.
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TCRCD Vlslon Statement
Tdnity County Resource Conservation District envisions a balance between utilization and
conservation of our natural resources. Through economic diversity and ecosystem
management, our communities will achieve and sustain a quality environment and healthy
economy.

Other partners involved in this project also have significant experience in watershed
restoration planning and implementation of projects, including the Natural Resource
Conservation Service, formerly Soil Conservation Service (a federal agency) and the
Watershed Research and Training Center. The WRTC was organized in 1992 as a
community-based organization as a proactive, solution-based response to the change in
public land management from timber to ecosystem management addressing the vital link
between healthy forests and healthy communities. Providing soft infrastructure for
building community capacity in this timber-dependant county has been the core focus of
the organization. The WRTC is working towards developing a market for small diameter
material in order to make fuels reduction/thinning projects more economically feasible.
They have been involved in several successful fuels reduction~thinning projects working in
coordination with the US Forest Service and anticipate that the results of this work will
lead to the creation of many local jobs in the extraction, primary processing, and value-
added activities. It will be beneficial to tie this relationship as well as market development
into this project.
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VII. COMPLIANCE WITH STANDARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS

The standard terms and conditions as specified are agreeable to and able to be complied
with by TCRCD. Standard forms for projects funded by the EPA will be submitted.
TCRCD will provide quarterly written and oral (if requested fo~" annual review meeting)
reports on the progress of the project and a final report with recommendations will be
submitted at the completion of this project. A biological monitoring plan will be part of the
outcome of this project.
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Attachments

A. Upper Tdnity River Watershed Maps
1. Ownership
2. Subwatersheds

B. Trinity River Division of the Central Valley Project Profile and Diagram

C. Trinity River Turbidity at California Department of Fish and Game Fish
Hatchery

D. Trinity River Water Diverted to Central Valley by Water Year
1, Chart
2. Data

E. Letters of Support
1. Friends of the Trinity River
2. Watershed Research and Training Center
3. California Regional Water Quatity Control Board, North Coast Region
4. Trinity County Planning Department, Natural Resources Division
5. Patrick Truman, landowner
B. California Conservation Corps, District Director
7. California Conservation Corps, Chief of Corpsmember Development &

Proiect Support Division
8. Signalures from 43 residents and business owners requesting TCRCD

apply for CALFED funds to address watershed above Tdnity Dam
9. Start Plowman, Trinity County Board of Supervisors

F. Clean Water Action Plan List of Key Actions
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Upper Trinity River Watershed
Land Ownership

Scale: t = 325,000
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Upper Trinity River Subwatersheds
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Trinity River Turbidity at DFG Hatchery, Lewiston, Ca.
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June 23,1998

Gregory E. Lowden
Chairman, Board of Directors
Trinity County Resource Conservation District
PC. Box 1450
Weaverville, CA 96093

Dear Mr. Lowden:

I work for the Calliforoia Conservation Coq~s as Chief of the Corpsmember
Development & Project Support Division. i am writing to express my support for the
Trinity County Resource Conservation District’s proposal requesting CALFED funding
for watershed restoration planning and to conduct a sediment source inventory in the
Upl3er Tdnity River watershed. I am concerned about the very high levels of turbidity
that Tri~lity Lake has had since the storms of early 1997 and about the resultant impact
on flshedes habitat downstream of the dam, along with the affect of this increased
sediment reducing the life of the reservoir.

The Trinity River Basin below Trinity Dam has had a significant amount of
restoration work through the Trinity River Fish and Wildlife Restoration Program since
1984, but little funds have yet been made available to address simile� issues and
problema (primarily erosion) above the dam. Given the recent heavy influx of sediment
to Trinity Lake during the past lwo winters and resultant high levels of turbidity, it seems
appropriate that these issues now be examined end dealt with. I would like to see an
inventory of sediment sources as wel! as the development of a Watershed
Enhancement Plan for the Upper Trinity River watershed. This area is an important
part of the watershed, especially as this is a significant source of water (averaging a
million acre feet per year) for the CVPtA.

I would hope that the CALFED Bay-Delta Program recognize the importance of
the Trinity River basin as part of its o~rsrall restoration objectives and consider the wide
community support for this restoration planning effor~ in the Upper Trinity River
watershed and recommend approval of funds for this project.

Sincerely,

Tom Powers
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May 12, 1998

Members ofth~ Board
Trinity County Resourco Conservation Districl
P.O. Box 1414
Weavervill~, CA 96093

Dear Board Members:

We, the undersigned, ar~ cun¢cm~d about the ~conomic impact water tm’bidity is having

on tourism and sport fishing in our county. Thesefor~, we respectfiilly urge the Tdnib,
County Resource Conservation District to apply for funds from the CALFED program to

study the causes of this turbidity in Tri~ty and Lewistun Lakes and the Trinity River and

find ways to reduco or eliminate it.
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May 12, 1998

Members of the Board
Trinity County Resource Conservation Dis~ict
P.O. Box 1414
Weaverville, CA 96093

Dear Board Members:

We, the undersigned, are concerned about the economic impact water turbidity is having

on tourism and sport fishing in oar county. Therefore, we respectfully urge the Trinity

Courtly Resource Couservation District to apply for funds from the CALFED program to

study the causes of this turbidity in Trinity and Lawistun Lakes and the Trinity River and

find ways to reduce or eliminate it.
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1998

Tr~ait~ Comity ]~.esou.~e Conserva6on District
P,O. Box 1414
Wel~lle, CA 96093

County Re~our~ Conservation Distri.~t to a~ly for fund~ fi~m the CALFED p~gram to

~tady the ~=uses of this tufoidi~y in T~inity a~l Lewiston Lakes and th~ Trinity Rivet and

find ways to t~dtme o~ eltmimte it
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Clean Water Action Plan
Published February 14, !998 in response to a directive from

Vice-President of the United States Albert Gore, Jr,

List of Key Actions

KEY ACTION #1 (DaRe 25): EPA and NOAA will conduct a national survey of mercury and other
contaminant levels in fish and shellfish throughout Ihe cou~).try during the period 1998 2000. This erfurt
will be coordinated wflh state and tribal efforts to maximize geographic coverage.

KEY ACTIO_~_N_.~ B~, 1998, EPA will develop a multimedia strategy addressing mercury and
other persistent, bioaccumulative, and toxic pollutants that cannot be fully addressed through single
media controls and approaches. The strategy will include enforcement and compliance efforts to address
noncompliance associated with contaminated fish and shellfisb areas.

KEY ACTION ,’?3 (pa£e 25): EPA will release its Contaminated Sediment Strategy that will coordinate
its programs to address the fol!ow~ng goals: (1) l~revent~ng the ’~olume ~f contaminated sediment from
increasing; (2) redtaeing the volume of existing contaminated sediment; (3) ensuring that sediment
dredging and disposa] are managed in an environn~entally sound manner consistent wid~ the needs of
watcrborne commerce; and (4) developing scientifically sound sediment management tools for use in
pollution prevention, source ctmtru], remediadon, alld dredged material management.

KEY ACTION #4 (~a~.e 25) In 1998, EPA will initiate place-based centamh’.ated sediment recovery
demonstration proje-:ts in fi’.’e watersheds selected from those identified in EPA’s National Inventory of
Sediment Quality as being of the greatest cotlceru, Remediation e#orts ~ilt be coordinated with federal
natural resource trustees.

KEY ACTION #5 l’~age 25): EPA will work wgh NOAA and other federal agencies, states, trihes.
and olher interested partiesto adopt, by Decembe~ 1999, nationally consistent processes for
momtoring water quality and fisb lissue, and review EPA guidelines f~t decision-making on issuance of
fish consumption advisories EPA wilt support st~Ie actions and, after ~onsu!lation wltb the state, will
issue fish consumption advisories if a state fails to do so.

KEY ACTION #6 (p~Thc Agency ~or Toxic Substances and Disease Rcglstry (ATSDR)will
contribute additional funding and coordinate epidemiology studies in the Great Lakes tu improve
understanding of the health effects associated with exposure ~o contaminanls in Ideally caught fish.

KEY ACTION #7 lpa~ln 1998, EPA and ATSDI1 will develop a brochure in Spanish and Asian
languages explaining how to reduce the heahh risks of exposore Io contaminants in locally caught fish
and shellfish Tile brochure will be given to pediatricians, obstetricians, and health c~re organizations for
distribution Ir~ ~he public, particuIarly women with cSiIdren

KEY ACTION #8 (pa~e 26): In 1998, EPA and ATSDR will deveIop outreach materials l~r health care
professionals, identifying the health risks of eating nonc~mmercial fish ~nd shellfish contaminated with
PCBs and explaining how women and children can reduce these risks
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KEY ACTION #l 8 {pa~ 30): ~PA will address r¢comm~’nda~Jons in dte National Acadcnty of Sciences’
re~or~ on endocrine dis~pd~n and d~wlop an ~pproprial~: national s~r~tegy.

KEY ACTION #[9 (pag~ 33): By 1999, DO] and USD~, m consultation with other federal a~en¢i~
s~ates =rid tribes, ~nd other stakeho]~er~ will develo~ ~ Umfied Federal Policy to e~ance wade[shed
m~nagem~m for the ~ro~ection of water quality and ~h~ h~d~ o~ ~qua[ic ~cosys~ems on f~

KEY ACTION #~0 (~e 34~: Subs~anlially incrcas~ mMnwn~mc¢ of fores~ roads and ~rMIs e~e~er~
lan~ to protecl water quality begimling in 1998; relocate and improve water quality protection for over
2,~00 miles of roads and trails per year through 2005; and decommission or obliterate 5,000 miles per
year by 20~2.

KEY ACTION #21 (va~e 341: The U.S. Forest Service will publish new forest transportation
regulations by 1999. Stakeholder iuvolvemcnt will be st)]icited in the development of these regulafiem,
which ~’il1 consider puMic needs, funding, and scientist a~d environmental information in determining
the size, pu~ose, 8nd extent oflhe forest transportation system In 1998, a temporary moratorium on
new road construction in roadless areas of greater than 5,000 acres will be in effect ~br 18 monNs or
until the U S. Forest Service publishes new forest transportatton regulations.

KEY ACTION #22 ~34~ In consultation with other federal ageneiesand states, in 1999, EPA will
consider whether m revise Clca~ Water Act permit regtdalions relative to forest roads and develop a
pilot pem~i~ program for %res~ roads on federal lands

KEY ACTION #23 ~4)The BLM. the U.S. Forest Service, and nlher federal land
management agencies w~!l implement an accelerated prcgrat:n to improve or restore 25.001J tildes of
s~team corrido~ by 2005.

KEY ACTION ~24 (pa~e 35): B3 2000, land managemvnl agencieswi[l implement a strategy for

~ itdfire.

KEY ACTION #25 (pa~e 35)lhe U,S. Forest Servic¢ tl~e BLM, and EPA will develop and

KEY ACTION #26 {~a~e 35~: ~he U.S. Forest Service wd! expand implementation of forest health
survey and monitoring within all 50 states by 2005

KEY ACTION ff27 ~The U.S. Forest Service an~ ~he BLM will accelerate range allotment

function, and diversity ~f rangeland ecosystems This process w~ll be accomplished through improved
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develop a state-of-the-art information system, bu Iding on the Index of Watershed Indicators. Surf Your
Watershed, and STORET to present mea~.ingfial information to the public over the Inlernet about the
health of aquatic systems in each ef the more than 2.000 watersheds

KEY ACTION g94 (pa~e 77): States shouId work with other appropriale agencies, go’,ernments.
organizations, and tile publicto create Unified Watershed Assessments that identify watersheds that do
not meet clean water and other natura! resource goa s an             en ion action is needed to sustain
water quality and aqualic resm~rces. Federal agencies will ask state conservationists and stale
environmental agertey leadersm joindy convene this process and to involve a f~ll range oPappropriate
parties.

KEY ACTION #95 (pa~e 77l: Federal agencies will provide technica] assistance or funding support for
state efforts to develop unified assessments of watershed health.

KEY ACTION #96 (pa~e 78): By October 1998, states and tribes should ~,ork with appropriate
agencies, organizations, and the publieto define watershed restoration priorities, with special attention
to watersheds most in need of restoration and protection This schedule must be coordinated wilh section
303(d) of the Clean Water Act and provide an opportunity to bundle Total Maximum Daily Loads on
watershed scale The schedule should idendfy the highest priority watersheds to be addressed in the first
two years (through 200(3).

KEY ACTION #97 (oa--.e 79): EPA. in cooperation with other federal agencies, states, and tribes, will
upgrade Ihe National Index of Watershed hldicators in 1998 to support unified watershed assessments
and to assist in e~ aluating the priority-setting process.

KEY ACTION .~98 (pane 80): States and tribes should work with public agencies and private-sector

�0ifgff{ fi~ar.cial re~6orces as appropriate to support watershed restoration plans New federal resources
available in FY 1999 will be far,toted to support implementation of actions called for in Watershed

KEY ACIION #99 tpa_oe g l l: laederal agencies ,silt develop guidance on iargedng e~:panded ffmding
for FY 1999.

KEY ACTION #100 (pa-~e 811: Federal land a, td resource mar, agemenl agencieswd/ expand

TMDLs on federal lands.

KEY ACTION #101 (pa_~e 81): The Bnrean of Indian Affairs will provide technical assistance, grants
and/or contracts to improve water quality on tribal lands.

KEY ACTION #102 (pa~e 8I): EPA and USDA, in eonstdtation wdhNOAA. DOI. and other federal
agencies, the states, and the National Watershed Forum, will submit a Watershed Restoration Progress

meeting clean water goals. Reports will be provided at the end of the year 2000 and periodically
thereafter.

xi
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RO. Box 2327 - Mill Valley, CA ¯ 94942-2327 ¯ Phone: 415 38%]300 ¯ Faa: 415 38%1,t37
h~|r~well.com ¯ blip: !! v, ww.fl%com/AG/friendsofir/triendsot|r.himl
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W~ ask that you rm~ke e%-ery effort tc ebtain CALFED
fina~clal s~pport, n~)t only for restorazion in the Trl~Ity Rl%,er
Basin, de=imated by ~5 years of water diversions, but also that

watershed. This I~atter dlrect!y affects water quality in the San

support strongly you:~ reques% for funds for %he project.

BWL/mw
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 The Watershed Research and Training Center

GregoryE, Lowden
Ctmitman, Board of Directors
Triuity Couuty Resource Conservation District
P.O. Box 1450
Weaverville, CA 96093

RE: CALFED Prrposal

Dear Mr. Lowden:

I am writing to express nay support for the "~riniry County Resource Conservation
Dislrict’s CALFED proposal. I would also like to confirm the commitment of my
organization to participate in the planning for watershed restoration in the Upper Trinity
Watershed. This cooperative planning process to integrate watershed restoration, fuels
management, and sediment source inventory is integral to our efforts to reduce the
turbidity" lcvcls in Trinity Lake, improve the do~astream ,fish habitat, and prolong the
useful life of the reservoir.

As you know, CALFED’s willingness to address lhe long teim n~aiutenance of the
watershed in the uplands has much local support. Since the Trinity- Basin loses 80% of
the water from the up!ands through the Clear Creek turmel and into the Sacramento
Basin, efforts to maintain the upper watershed’s conn’ibution to both the CVIP
(averaging one million acre feet per year) and to the health o~’the mainstem are of vital
importance, not only to Trihity Corm/y, but to thc cntire state.

We are encouraged that the CALFED Bay-Ddta Program recognizes tim role the Trinity"
River Basin plays and are pleased to be involved in this conmaunity,-based effort for
restoration planning in the Upper Trinity River ~atershed. ..-

Thank you for leading this planning effort. We look forward to continuing this plmaning
effort.

Exedutive DirectOr

PO BOx 356 * Hayfork, CA 9604 � (530I 626-4206 *~ FaX. (530] f~28-5200 ¯ emall wsc@tc~Je.trinity.k12.ca.us
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California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Peter I~ l~oney North Coast Region

~,~r/~ Ross R. Liseum, Chairman

J~e 26, 1998

Gregory E. Lowden
Chairman, Board of Dh’ectors
Trinity County Resource Conserc’ation Dis~ct
P.O. Box 1450
Weave~cille, CA 96093

Subject: CALFED Proposal

Tho North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (NCRWQCB) staffwould like to
express our support for the Trinity County Resource Censervatinn District’s proposal requesting
CALFED funding for watershed restoration planning and to conduct a sediment source inventory
in the upper Trinity River watershed. NCRWQCB staff has been investigating the severe erosion
and very lfigh turbidity levels in Trinity Lake and the Trinity River that have occurred since the
January 1997 storms. The high turbidity levels have persisted and are impacting the important
beneficial uses of Trinity Lake and downstream fisheries habitat in both the Trinity and
Sauramemo Rivers. The increased sediment yield is also encroaching on the capacity of Trinity
Lake as a water reservoir.

The Trinity River has been the subject of extensive restoration efforts through the Trinity River
Fish and Wildlife Restoration program since 1984. Most of this effort has been conuentrated
below the dam even though significant erosion is occurring in the upper watershed. Cfiven the
recent heavy influx of sediment to Trinity lake dur~g the past two wimers arid resultant high
turbidity levels, it seams appropriate that these issues now be examined, We would like to see an
inventory of sediment sources as well as the development of a Watershed Action Plan for the
upper Trinity River watershed. This area is an important part ofth~ watershed, especially as this
is a significant source of water (averaging a million acre feet per year) for the Central Valley
Project,

We are hopeful that the CALFED Bay-Delta program rccogMzes the importance of the Trinity
River basin as part of it’s overall restoration objectives and recommends approval of fi~nds for
this project.

Sincerely,

Senior Water Resource Control Engineer

California Environmental Protection Agency
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TRINITY COUNTY
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
NATURAL RESOURCES DIVISION

June 23, I998

Gregocy E, Lowden
Ch,~drrmm, Board of Directors
Trinity Cooniy Resource Conservation District
P.O. Box 1450
Weaverville, CA 96093

RE: CALFED Proposal

Deer Irk. Lowden:

I am writing to eapzess my suppo~ for the Trinity County R~source Conservation District’s proposal reque~
CALFED funding for watershed restoration planning and to conduct a se.~diment so~ce inventory in the
Trinity River watershed. I am concerned about the very high invela of turbidity that Trinity Lake has had since
tho storms of em’ly 1997 and about the resulUmt imps.at on fisheries ]’mbitat downstream of the dam in bulb the
]’zinit3, and Sacramento rivers, along with the af�ect of this incre~ased sediment reducing the life of the Trinity
r©servoir,

The Trinity River Basin b©iow Trinity Dam has h~d a significant amount ofrostcmdon work through the Trinity
River Fish and Wildlife Restoration Program since 198#,, bat li~de funds have yet been made available to
address similar issues mxd problems (prlmarily erosion) above the Dam. Given the recent heavy infinx of
sediment to Trinity Lake during the past two winters and resultant high’revels ef turbidity, it seems appropriate
Ihat these issues now be examined and dealt with. I wonld like to see an inventory of sediment somces as well
as the deveiol)mem of a Watershed Action Pisn for th¢ Upper Trinity Rivrr wat¢rshed. ~’kls area is en
important part of the watershed, especlal]y as this is e sigmflcant scrota ofwa~er (averaging s millior, t,~re feet
per year) for the Central Valley Project.

[ wo~lld hope that tho CALFED Bay-Delta Program reeognize~ the iml~ortance of the Trinity [~J.ver bttsin as Pe.q
of its ov~ra[1 r~toration obj e¢fivas, �ut,eiders the wide community support for this restoration planning ¢ffim in
the Upper Trinity River watershecL and recommends approval of funds for this

I

Tom
Seelor Plmmer
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June 30, 199g

Gregory E. Lowdea
Chairman, Board of Dit’ectors
Trinity County Re,source Conservation District
P.O. Box 1450
Weaverville, CA 96093

RE: CALFED Proposal

Dear Mr. Lowden:

As a forest L~qdowuer from thr North Trinity Lake area I am writing to express my support tbr the
Trinity County Resource Conservation Distdot’s proposal requesting CALF/~D funding for wa ershcd
restoration planning and to conduct a sediment sOurce inventory in the Upper Trinity River watershed.

High levels of turbidity in Trinity Lake since the storms of early 1997 ar~l the resultant inal~ct oa
fisheries hatiilat downstream of the dam in both the Trinity and Sacramento rivers, along with the affect
of this increased s~diment reducing the life of the Trinity te~rvolr is of grave concern to the ~esidants

The Trinity County Resource C~nservation District has completed a significant amount of restoration
work on the malnstem below ~e dam through ~he Trinity River Fish and Wildlife Restoration
Program since 1984, but little thnds have yet been made available to a&lrcss similar issues and
problems (primarily erosion) above the Dam.

With the recenl heavy influx of ~diment to q-rinity Lake during the past two winters and resultant high
levels ol~ turbidity, it seems appropriate that these issues now be examine~d and dealt with. An inventory
n!.’~diment sourc~ as well a.s the development of n Watvrshed Action Plan for th~ Upper Trinity Riverv, atershed need~g to b¢ undertaken by the District. The Trinity Lake Basin has played an i’mportant role
in ~he Cent ca! Valley Project, providing a significant amount of water (averaging a million acre t~et per
year).

The CALFED Bay-Delta Program must recognize the impoam~ce of the Trinity River basin as l~n of its

effort. I hereby re¢o~amend approval of funds for this projecl.

P~tdck Truman

Weavervill¢, California 96093
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C.~LfFORNIA CONSERVATION
Klamath Service DlatHot

June 23,1996

Gregory IE. Lowden
Chairmen, Board of Directors
Trinity County Resource Conssrvalion District
P.O, Box t450
Weavervilte, CA g6093

RE: CALFED Proposal

Dear Mr. Lowden:

I am writing to express my supped for the Trinity County Resource Conservation
District’s proposal requesting CALFED funding for watershed reeloration planning,
including a sediment source inventory, ir~ ti’le Upper Tnnity River watershed. This
watershed lies within the CCC’s KJamath Service District. and I share you," concern
about the veny high levels of turbidity that Tdnity Lake has bad since the storms of eady
1997. I believe it is likely that this in~reased sediment load will not only reduce the =e
of the reservoir, but may also result in a negative impact on fisheries habitat
downstream of the dam.

The Trinity River Basin be~ow Trinity Dam has had a significant amount of
restoration work thr’ough the Trinity River F~sh and Wildlife Restoration Program sinCe
1984, but little funds have yet been made available to address similar issues and
problems (primarily erosion) above the Dam, Given the recent heavy influx of sediment
to Trinity Lake during the past ~ Winters and resultant high levels of turbidity, it seems
appropriate that these issues n~w be examined and dealt with. I would like to see an
inventory of sediment sources as well as the development of a Watershed
Enhancement Plan for the Upper Trinity River watershed. This area is an important
part of the watershed, especially as th~s is a signifiaant source of water (averaging a
milJion sere feet per year) for the CVPlA.

The California Conservation Corps is very interested in being a collaborator in
the effods to address these issues, both in the planning and assessment phase, and
later in the implementation of any p~esoriptive measures identified. We have had nearly
twenty years of experience engaging young aduJts in fish habitat improvement work on
watersheds throughout the north coast, end under the rn~nforship of the California
Depadment of Fish and Game we are also beginning to develop watershed
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Mr. Gregory E, Lowden
June 23. 1998
Page Two

assessment skills. I took for’ward to discussing with you specifics of how we can assist
in these efforts.

To this end, I vJould hope that the CALFED Bay-Delta Program recognizes the
importance of the Trinity River basin as part of its overa~) restoration objectives,
considers the wide community support for this restoration planning effort in the Upper
Trinity River watershed, and recommends approval Of funds for this project

David Bo~d
District Director

DCB:dcb
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