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Propasal Title: Deer and Mill Creeks Acguisition and Enhancement

Applicant Name: The Nature Conservancy
Mailing Address: _ 201 Mission Street, 4th flgor, San Francisco, CA 94105

Telephone: _(413) 777-04A7
Fax: (415) 777-0244

Amount of funding requested: $_1,994,400 for three vears

Indicate the Topic for which vou are applying (check only one Box). Note that this is an important decision:
see page _ of the Proposal Solicitation Package for more information.

O Fish Passage Assessment O  Fish Passage Improvements
ﬁ Floodplain and Habitat Restoration 0  Gravel Restoration

O  Fish Harvest O  S$pecies Life History Studies

O Watershed Planning/Implementation 0  Education
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Indicate the primary species which the proposal addresses (check no tnore than two boxes):'
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Indicate the type of applicant (check only one box):

C  State agency O  Federal agency
O Public/Non-profit joint venture P Non-profit

0 Local government/district O Private party

O University O  Other:

Indicate the type of project (check only one box):

O Planning 8. [mplementation
O Monitoring O  Education

O Research

By signing below, the applicant declares the following:

(1) the truthfulness of all representations in their proposal;

(2) the individual signing the form is entitled to submit the application on behalf of the applicant (if
applicant is an entity or organization); and

(3) the person submitting the application has read and understood the conflict of interest and confidentiality
discussion in the PSP (Section ILK) and waives any and all rights to privacy and cenfidentiality of the
proposal on behalf of the applicant, to the extent as provided in the Section.

(Signature of Applicant)
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Deer and Mill Creeks Acquisition and Enhancement
I. Executive Summary

a. Project ditle: Deer and Mill Creeks Acquisition and Enhancement
Applicant: The Nature Conservancy

b. Profect description and primary bielagical/ecological objectives

The Nature Conservancy requests $1,994,400 from the 1998 CALFED Ecosystem Restoration
Program for the acquisition, revegetation, and management of critical tiparian and floodplain
easements totaling almost 2,500 acres along the lower and middle reaches of Deer and Mill
Creeks in the upper Sacramento River watershed. The toral cost of the proposed project is
$2,592,570. In addition to CALFED funding, The Nature Conservancy will also pursue funds
from other public and private matching sources. The proposed project is part of a
comprehensive effort to restore and protect a continuous corridor of riparian, aquatic, and
upland habitat along key tributary streams of the Sacramento River in eastern Tehama County,
including Deer, Mill, and Battle Creeks. This proposal is being submitted for funding under
the Floodplain Management and Habitat Restoration category.

The proposed project supports the objectives of the CALFED Bay-Delta Program by focusing
on high-risk species and habitats and by providing broad ecosystem benefits. The primary
biological/ecolegical and other CALFED objectives of this proposal are:

+ To protect and restore riparian and aquatic habitats in order to maintain continuous
habitat corridors along key tributary strearns and their confluences with the main stem of
the upper Sacramento River.

* To improve the long-term sustainability of natural production of anadromous fish
populatiens, in particular spring-run, fafl-run, and late fall-run chinook salmon and
steelhead trout.

» To retire flood-prone lands, thus preventing economic losses due to flooding and
reducing the likelihood of landowners building levees and other flood control structures
which can constrain the natural channel meander and limit riparian vegetation..

» To foster community support for habitat protection and engage local landowners and
students in restoration activities in order to demonstrate the feasibility and benefits of
ecological restoration.

¢. Approach/tasks/schedule

The proposed project includes the acquisition of conservation easements on four key properties
on Deer and Mill Creeks to protect existing and restorable riparian habitat. Each of the
conservation easements will be purchased from a willing seller ar a purchase price determined
by a qualified appraiser. In addition, the project includes revegetation and enhancement
activities on three of these propertics; additional agreements with the landowners will be
developed as necessary to implement the proposed revegetation. Start-up management
activities for all acquired properties will include establishment of compliance monitoring for
easement properties and the installation of fencing (as needed). Long-term management
activities will consist of ongoing compliance monitoring of easement properties.
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d. Justification for project

Deer and Mill Creeks support Sacramento River tributary ecosysterns that are highly canked in
the CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program Ptan and in the U.5. Fish and Wiidlife Servive’s
Anadromous Fish Restoration Plan. Protection of these two tributary ecosystems through
acquisition and revegetation of key riparian and tloodplain properties supports CALFED
Ecosystem Restoration Program objectives by protecting high-priority species and habitats,
including spring-run chinook salmon, steelhead trout, late Fall-run chinook salmon, shaded
riverine aquatic habitat and instream aquatic habitat.

e. Budget costs and third-party impacts

The total request for funds is $1,994,400. This figure includes funding for conservation
easement acquisition, revegetation, management, and outreach activities, as well as operations
and endowment costs. This request represents approximately 75 percent of the toral estinarted
project costs; we expect to match the balance, approximately $600,000, with funding from
other public and private sources {(see Section V). There are no known negative third-party
tmpacts from the activities for which we are requesting funding. '

J. Applicant qualifications

Far more than ten years, The Nature Conservancy has worked with private landowners, public
agencies, and the local watershed conservancies to coordinate conservation effor:s on the upper
Sacramento River and several of its tributaries. The Nature Conservancy has been active in the
protection and enhancement of key habitat lands within the Sacramento River National Wildlife
Refuge, on Deer and Mill Creeks, and at Gray Davis Dye Creek and Vina Plains Preserves.

g. Monitoring and data evaluaiion

The proposed project includes both compliance and biclogical monitoring compenegnts.
Compliance monitoring will be designed and implemented on all easement properties to ensure
that the terms and conditions of the easements are being met. Specific biological moenitoring
plans will be developed in consultation with CALFED. Biolcgical monitoring will include
monitoring of the revegetation sites for the three-year term of the project and could also
include aerial photography of riverine habitat and channel meander in the lower reaches of the
creeks, as well as monitoring plant survival and water temperature in the revegetation area.
The Nature Conservancy will coordinate with ongoing monitoring programs in the project
area, including the juvenile and adult spring-run salmon monitoring programs conducted by the
California Department of Fish and Game.

k. Local support/coordination with other programs/compatibility with CALFED objectives
The Nature Conservancy has been working cooperatively with the local watershed
conservancies on Deer, Mill, and Battle Creeks and with state and federal agencies. The
proposed project is entirely consistent with CALFED objectives in that the project addresses
the need to improve and expand aquatic and terrestrial habitats and upgrade ecological
functions in the Bay-Delta ecosystem in order to support sustainable populations of diverse and
valuable plant and animal species.
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III. Title Page

a. Tile of praject: Deer and Mill Creeks Acquisition and Enhancement
b. Applicant:

The Natare Conservancy

201 Mission Street, 4th floor

San Francisco, CA 94103

phone (415) 777-0487; fax (415) 7770244

Contact: Peggy McNut

phone (530) 527-0410; fax (530) 527-0384

¢. Type of organization and tax status:

The Narure Conservancy is a District of Columbia non-profit corporation with
501(c)(3) tax-exempt status

d. Tax identifieation number: 53-0242652

e. Participants/collaboraiors:

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (CVPIA)
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Deer Creek Watershed Censervancy
Mill Creek Conservancy

Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy
Naticonal Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Los Molinos Unified School District
Mennen Foundation
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IV. Project Description

a. Project description and approach

The Nature Conservancy (TINC) requests $1,594,400 from the 1998 CALFED Ecosystem
Restoration Program for the acquisition, revegetation, management, and monitoring of crirical
riparian and floodplain properties totaling almost 2,500 acres along the lower and middle
reaches of Deer and Mill Creeks in the upper Sacramento River watershed. The total cast of
the proposed project is $2,592,570. In addition to CALFED funding, TNC will also pursue
funds from other public and private matching sources. See Section V.

This proposai is being submirted for funding under the Floodplain Management and Habitat
Restoration category. The proposed project supports the objectives of the CALFED Bay-Delta
Program by focusing on high-risk species and habirats and by providing broad ecosystem
benefits. The propased project expands an ongoing effort to protect and restore a continuous
corridor of riparian, aquatic, and associated upland habitat along key tributary streams
including Deer, Mill, and Battle Creeks and their confluences with the main stem of the upper
Sacramento River.

Land acquisition under this proposal will focus on conservation easements in order to provide
permanent conservation benefits while maintaining land in privare uvse and ownership. The
proposed project includes the acquisition of conservation easements on four key properties on
Deer and Mill Creeks to protect existing and restorable riparian habitat. The terms of the
easements will ensure the protection of the riparian habitat and connectivity of the stream o its
floedplain, but may vary slightly to fit a particular property or a landowner’s needs. The
specific properties identifted for easements and revegetation are high-priority candidates for
protection due to their strategic locations:

» The New Clairvaux Abbey property is located near the confluence of Deer Creek and the

main stem of the Sacramento River. It consists of existing riparian habitat with some

invasive, non-native plant species {arundo and fig) and a flood-prone orchard.

The Peck property abuts both Deer Creek and Dry Creek. The latter is important salmon

rearing habitat. The Peek parcel is located along Highway 99, acquisition of a conservation

easemnent on this property will limit subdivision and prevent conversion to incompatible land
uses that would likely result in habitat fragmentation, increased erosion, and negative
impacts on water quality. '

» The Porter property is located on Deer Creek, directly adjacent to and between two riparian
areas already protected under conservation easements held by TNC and funded by the
CVPIA. This property includes existing habitat, some of which was damaged in the 1997
flooding, and flood-prone orchards that would gradually be revegetated with native trees and
shrubs.

+ The Klinesteker property on Mill Creek is directly adjacent to an 11.3-acre parcel that TNC
acquired in 1997 with private funds and that is scheduled for revegetation and enhancement
with grants from the National Fish and Wildlife and Menanen foundations.

Revegetation and enhancement of native riparian vegetation on three of the four properties
(Abbey, Porter, and Klinesteker) will contribute to the long-range goal of restoring a
continuous corridor of native riparian vegetation along Deer and Mill Creeks all the way to
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their confluences with the Sacramento River. Tasks will inciude planning and/or
implementation of revegetation activities based on site-specific needs. In addition to the
protection provided by the conservation easements, agreemenis with the landowners will be
developed as necessary to implement the proposed revegetation.

Manpagement will include start-up stewardship activities such as establishment of compliance
monitoring for easement properties and may include fencing as needed. Long-term
mmanagement activities will consist of ongoing compliance monitoring.

Community support of and coordination with local watershed plans and other restoration
programs are key aspects of the proposed project. TNC will work cooperatively with
landowners and the local watershed groups — the Deer Creek Watershed Conservancy, Miil
Creek Censervancy, and Battle Creek Wartershed Conservancy — to develop and encourage
comumunity support for watershed conservation. The proposed project includes community
outreach activities such as revegetation demonstration events and acquisition workshops for
local landowners and lecal watershed conservancies. In addition, revegetation activities on
Deer and Mill Creeks are being coordinated with similar efforts to protect and restore riparian
habitat along the main stem of the Sacramento River.

b. Proposed scope of work

The following describes the tasks and deliverables for the proposed project. Project costs and
schedule can be found in Section V.

» Acquisition — TNC intends to negotiate and purchase conservation easements on four key
properties: Abbey (100 acres), Peek (2,209 acres), Porter (162 acres), and Klinesteker (11
acres). Actions include all necessary due diligence steps including appraisals, hazardous
materials assessments, surveys, and preparation of Easement Documentation Reports. TNC
plans to complete acquisition of all four easements within the three-year term of the grant.
For each acquisition, TNC will submit to CALFED or the representative agency a copy of
the recorded conservation easement. TNC will request that, if possible, capital funds be
placed in escrow prior to closings or as an alternative, TNC will close with its owa funds
and request reimbursement from CALFED for capital costs in addition to other acquisition
COStS.

+ Start-up stewardship — Start-up stewardship tasks include establishment of compliance
monitoring for conservation easements and physical improvements, such as fencing, as
necessary. Start-up stewardship activities will be carried out within the first year after TNC
acquires each easement, subject to agreement with the landowner.

» Revegetation — The proposed project includes planning and/or implementing revegetation
and enhancement activities on three sites (Abbey, Porter, and Klinesteker). Actions include
site planning for all three properties and site preparation and implementation for the Porter
and Klinesteker properties, including purchase of equipment and supplies, installation of
‘o rgdtom et Toleatiun v Idive et Trteer rdes, md-Peating wswil s mgiog
mazintenance and moaitoring for the duration of the three-year project. Planning tasks may
also include hydrology studies and mapping of invasive non-native plants. These activities
will be initiated following acquisition of the easements. At the end of the project TNC will

submit a final report summarizing revegetation and enhancement activities on each property.
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TNC will also submit quarterly programmatic reports, as required, that will also discuss
these activities.

« Monitoring — TNC will continue its revegetation protocol for monitoring plant survival aver
the three-year project. Additional biological monitoring will be planned in consultation with
CALFED; it may include aerial photography of riverine habitat and channe! meander in the
lower reaches of the creeks, and continued monitoring of water temperature.

¢ Communify gutreach — TNC will kold two revegetation demonstration days for local
watershed conservancies and landowners. In addition, TNC has presented acquisition and
casement workshops to the Mill Creek Conservancy and Deer Creek Watershed
Conservancy. and will continue to grovide these outreach grograms. .

= Logodgmm mangaamant — Janetaur.mangmmant af the sasemant pogratias b intandad ao
be a cooperative responsibility of TNC and the landowner as described under the terms of
the easement. TNC's long-term responsibilities will involve compliance monitoring of the
casement properties. The Operations and Management funding requested in this proposal
will be used as an endowment fund to cover these ongoing monitoring costs

¢. Location/boundaries of the project

The properties described in this proposal are located in the floodplains of Deer and Mill
Creeks in the Butte Basin Ecological Zone (as described in the Ecosystem Restoration Program
Plan). Specifically, three of the four parcels (Abbey, Peek, and Porter) are located on Deer
Creek. The fourth parcel, the Klinesteker property, is lecated on Mill Creek. These parcels
are all identified as high priority for protection because of their strategic locarion on creeks
supporting spring-run chinook salmon and because they are flood-prone orchard properties,
properties adjacent to existing protected conservation areas, and/or properties at risk of
incormpatible development. See attached maps.

d. Expected benefits

The proposed project supports the objectives of the CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program
Plan by focusing on high-risk species and habitats and by providing broad ecosystem benefits.
The primary biological/ecological and other CALFED abjectives of the proposed project are:

s To protect and restore riparian and aquatic habitats in order to maintain continuous
habitat corridors along key tributary streams and their confluences with the main stem of
the upper Sacramento River. _

» To improve the long-term sustainability of natural production of anadroemous fish
populations, in particular spring-run, fall-run and late fall-run chinook salmon and
steethead trout.

s To retire flood-prone lands, thus preventing economic losses due to flooding and
reducing the likelihood of landowners building levees and other flood control structures
which can constrain the nataral channel meander and limit riparian vegetation.

+ To foster community support for habitat protection and engage local landowners and
students in restoration activities in order to demonstrate the feasibility and benefits of
ecological restaration.
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Priority Species and Habitats. Deer and Mill Creeks are high priorities for protection due to
their existing populations of high-priority anadromous fish species. The project will benefit

several priority species and habitats as described in the Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan:

1. Spring-run chinook salmon and steelhead trout
The proposed project will benefit both of these first-tier priority species by protecting
their natal rearing areas, holding areas, and migratory pathways to their spawning
grounds at higher elevations.

2. Sacramento fall run and late fall-run chinook salmon
The proposed proiect will benefit late fall-run (primary first-tier) and fall-run
(secondary) chinook salmon by protecting spawning habitat fram degradation and
human disturbance and by protecting and enhancing shaded riverine aquatic habitat. In
addition, the project prowdes critical habitat for native resident fish and neotropical
migratory birds.

3. Instream and shaded riverine aquatic habitat
The proposed project will protect existing habitat and restore and enhance potential
habitat on strategically-located riparian and floodplain properties.

Keyv Stressors. The proposed project addresses key stressors affecting the Deer Creek and
Mill Creek tributary ecosystems, as identified in the CALFED Proposal Solicitation Package
(May 1998):

I. Channel form changes: Loss of existing riparian zone or lack of regeneration potential
As described in the ERPP, loss of riparian habitat acts as a stressor by reducing food
supplies for fish and wildlife, eliminating shaded riverine aquatic habitat, reducing
channel complexity, and eliminating cover and nesting habitat. The proposed project
addresses these stressors in several ways: (a) Acquisition of easement interests in key
riparian and floedplain parcels will permanently protect existing habitat and prevent
negative impacts arising from incompatible land uses. (b) Revegetation and
enhancement activities will further address this key stressor by increasing the amount of
vegetation and reducing exotics in the riparian corridors.

2. Channel form changes: Prevention of channel meander
Channel meander is a natural process essential to the healthy functioning of the
tributary ecosystem. Both Mill and Deer Creeks maintain natural channel meanders
throughout most of their middle and lower reaches, with the exception of some
residential development, a few flaod-prone orchard properties, and some maintained
levees on Deer Creek. The proposed project targets pmpemes where natural channel]
meander still occurs and where revegetation to native habitat is expected to reduce the
likelihood that flood control structures will be installed that could impair the natural
channel meander.

3. Land use: Grazing
Grazing impacts can include loss of riparian habitat, increased erosion, and decreased
water quality. The proposed project will address this stressor by providing permanent
habitat protection through restrictions in the conservation easements that will prohibit
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ot lirnic cattle grazing in the riparian areas. This will reduce the adverse impacts on the
riparian and aquatic habitat areas.

Benefits to CALFED gon-ecosystem objectives Revegetation and protection of riparian habitar

help reduce risk of flood damage and can improve water quality. The proposed project does
not conflict with any CALFED objectives.

Long-term Benefits One of the benefits of the proposed project is providing permanent
ecological protection while retaining land in private ownership. This approach is cost-effective
and fosters community support for watershed protection. The alternative of no action would
provide no permanent protection and could allow changes in land use resulting in negative
impacts that would eventually require costly restoration.

e. Background and Ecological Justification

The praject meets rnultiple objectives of both the Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan (March
1998) and the Anadromous Fish Restoration Program by improving the long-term
sustainability of natural production of anadromous fish populations, and by involving partners
in the local community in the implementation of habitat protection and enhancement.
Specifically, the project addresses ERPP Implementation Objectlves for the Butte Basin
Ecological Zone (pp. 237-248):

I. Riparian and Riverine Aquatic Habitars

The implementation objective for riparian and riverine aquatic habitats is to restore
riparian scrub, woodland, and forest habitat in order to create riparian vegetation
corridors that provide shaded riverine aquatic cover for anadromous fish species and
create high-quality habitat for associated special-status plant and animal species and
other wildlife. Specific Programmatic Actions (pp.241) include: (a) developing a
cooperative program to restore and maintain riparian habitat along Mill Creek by
acquiring conservation easements, and (b) developing a cooperative program to restore
and rpaintain riparian habitat along Deer Creek by acquiring conservation easements.
The proposed project addresses this objective by implementing the recommended
programmatic actions.

2. Land Use
The implementation objectives for land use are to promote rangeland management
practices and livestock grazing levels to maintain high-quality habitat conditiens far
wildlife and aquatic and plant communities; protect riparian vegetation; maintain shaded
riverine aquatic habitat; and prevent bank erosion. Specific Programmatic Actions (pp.
243) include developing a cooperative program to establish, restore, and maintain
riparian habitats and creating buffer zones between the creek and developments or other
land use activities such as livestock grazing. The proposed project addresses this
objective by protecting and enhancing existing riparian habitat and by providing
permanent protections and restrictions on land use activities through the terms of the
conservation easements.

Progress to Date The long-term objective for the Deer and Mill Crecks Acquisition and
Enhancement Program is to restore and protect a continuous corridor of riparian, aquatic, and
associated upland habitat along key tributaries of the upper Sacramento River. TNC has
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already protected 1,576 acres along Deer and Mill Creeks and is negotiating easements or fee
acquisitions on another 2,612 acres. [n addition, TNC has initiated revegetation projects on
Mill Creek and Dye Creek in coordination with the Mill Creek Conservancy and the Los
Melinos Unified School District. The initial phase of the project is being funded with 1997
Category III funds from CALFED, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, the Mennen
Foundation, and CVPIA.

J. Monitoring and data evaluation

Monitoring for the proposed project consists of: (1) compliance monitoring, to ensure that the
terms of the acquired conservation easements are met by landowners retaining fee title and yse
of the property; and (2) biological monitoring, to evaluate the conservation benefits of the
revegetation projects.

Compliance monitoring includes (1) preparation of an Easement Documentation Report (EDR)
at the time the easement is acquired, and (2) establishment of compliance monitoring protocols.
Monitoring of the easement properties will be done on an annual basis (or as needed) and will
generally include a site inspection and contact with the property owner. Compliance
monitoring reports will be made available to CALFED on request and will be maintained with
the Easement Documentation Report as a record of the condition of the property.

Biological monitoring plans for the revegetation sites will be developed in consultation with
CALFED and may include aerial photography of riverine habitat and channe] meander in the
lower reaches of the creeks. Plant survival will be monitored annunally for the three-year term
of the proiget. Followine the protocol develoogd for existing reveggtation npoiecta. a covinjete
census will be conducted two months after planting and annually thereafter within the three
years of the project, in order to determine survival rates. In addition, TNC is currently
conducting water temperature monitoring along Dye Creek and will implement temperature
monitoring at two sites on Mill Creek next year, However, single revegetation projects may
have only negligible impacts on water temperatures during the term of the project. TNC will
alsg coordinate with ongoing monilering programs in the project area, including the juvenile
and adult spring-run salmon monitoring programs conducted by the California Department of
Fish and Game.
g. Implementability
No permitting or environmental clearance is required to implement the proposed acquisitions.
All properties on which easements are to be acquired will be reviewed regarding the condition
of the title (e.g., liens, encumbrances, or other factors.which might limit enforcement of the
conservation restrictions) and the condition of the property (e.g., due diligence inspection for
hazardous materials). TNC will comply with any regulatory requirements for the Deer Creek
revegetation projects.

Community support and involvement are important components of the proposed project. The
Nature Conservancy will work cooperatively with landowners, local community members, and
the local watershed groups — Deer Creek Watershed Conservancy and Mill Creek
Conservancy — to ensure coordination with local watershed management plans.
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V. Costs and Schedule to Implement Proﬁosed Project

a. Budget costs
The total project cost is $2,592,570.

The total request for CALFED funds for the proposed project is $1,994,400.

Project Direct Overhead | Service | Material Misc. and | Total Cost | CALFED
Phase and Salary, Labor Contracts | and other Reguest
Task Benefits {General, - | Acquisi- Direct
and Labor | admin tion Costs
Hours and fee) Contracts
Land $55,000 | $11,000| $42,000| $1,874,700 $1,982,700 | $1,487,000
Acquisition | [1,275 hrs] ) ' ' ) '
Start-up 54,000 $800 $5,500 $10,300 $10,300
Stewardship [150 hrs]
Q&M Funds $187,470 | $187,470 | $140,600
Revegetation $34,000 | 316,800 | $147,000 $53,000 7,000 | $307,800 | $263,000
{2,675 hrs]
Monitoring $22,000 $4,400 | $60,000 $2,000 $88,400 $88,400
[685 hrs)
Quireach 812,000 32,400 $250 31,250 $15,900 $5,100
[275 hrs]
Totals $177,000 | $35,400 | $254,500 | $1,927,950 | $197,720 | $2,592,570 | $1,994,400
[5.060 hrs]
Other Contributions

To date, acquisition and revegetation activities in the Deer and Mill Creeks project area have
been supported by public and private funding totaling over $850,000. Funds have come from
the Central Valley Project Improvement Act (AFRP), CALFED (Category III), the National

Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and the Mennen Foundation, as well as from private donations

for land acquisition and management, project development, and staff support.

For the proposed project, The Nature Conservancy will pursue funding from other public and

private sources to meet the total project budget. - This CALFED funding request represents

approximately 75 percent of the total project cost. TNC intends to raise the balance of
$597,299 from public and private sources, including CVPIA. In addition, the Corps of
Engineers strongly supports this praposal and is seeking Federal funding from environmental
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restoration authorities such as Section 1135 and Section 206 in order to participate in this
project.

Budget Detail
o Most of the required tasks will be implemented by TNC staff, though some tasks may be

carried cut by subcontractors. Some of the due diligence tasks related to acquisition
(e.g. appraisals and surveys) will most likely be carried out by subcontractors with
whom the applicant has an established relationship. In such cases, there is an increased
efficiency and most often a relared savings in cost and time in engaging a subcontractor
who i3 aiready familiar with the project area and with the applicant’s requirernents.
Similarly, some of the implementation tasks of the revegetation activities will most
likely be subcontracted to local contractors or landowners who have been directly
involved in vegetation efforts in the project area.

The Operations and Management funding is calculated at 10 percent of the capital cost
and is intended to be held in a permanent endowment. Annual income from that fund is
to be used for ongoing management costs, including compliance monitoring.

Overhead is calculated as 20 percent, which is The Nature Conservancy’s federally-
approved rate as of July 1, 1998, on salaries and benefits.

« If CALFED is able to offer only partial funding for the project, the project applicants
would be willing to revise the scope of the project accordingly, either by scaling down
the project and/or pursuing additional funding sources.

b. Schedule milestones
Note that schedule of completion is dependent on timing of final grant contract.
FY 1998-99 (July 1, 1998 - June 30, 1999)

» Continue negotiations with willing landowners

» Begin due diligence (appraisals, surveys) on selected parcels under pegotiation

« Negatiate contracts and casements with willing landowners

¢ Close acquisition of easements on at least two parcels

« Implement start-up stewardship actions and develop biological monitoring pians on
acquired easement properties

¢ Plan and begin implementation of revegetation projects

FY 2000-2001 (July 1, 1999 - June 30, 2001)

« Continue negotiations with willing landowners

» Continue due diligence on selected parcels under negotiation

» Negotiate contracts and easements with willing landowners

« Close acquisition of easements on two parcels

» [mplement start-up stewardship actions and bielogical monitoring plans

« Establish compliance monitoring on acquired easement properties

- » Complete implementation of revegetation projects and continue biological monitoring
¢. Third-party impacts
Because the acquisition of conservation easements will maintain property in private ownership
and use, the project should not significantly alter the ownership or land use pattern in the area.
In addition, local contractors and landowners may be involved in the revegetation activities,
belping to support the local economy. No third-party impacts are anticipated.
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V1. Applicant Qualifications

The Nature Conservancy is an interpational, private, non-profit membership organization
whose mission is to preserve plants, animals, and natural comurnunities that represent the
diversity of life on Earth by protecting the lands and waters they need to survive. The
Conservancy has over 45 years of experience in identifying, protecting, and managing
significant natural areas. Its strength and reputation are built on the policy and practice of
applying the best conservation science available and of building partnerships with local
communities, private organizations, and public agencies to achieve mutual conservation goals.

The Nature Conservancy of California uses a wide variety of tools to help forge solutions 1o
conservation issues. We employ the following four methods most frequently: acquisition of
land or conservation easements, land management and restoration, land-use planning and
conflict resolution, and community education and outreach.

Several of The Nature Conservancy’s landmark conservation projects have focused on riparian
ecosystems. Conservation efforts for these complex natural communities must include
maintaining and restoring the natural processes that are essential to the long-term health of the
hydrological sysiem. In addition, The Nature Conservancy strives to balance the protection and
restoration of natural communities with compatible human uses.

Specific examples include:

Cosumnes River Project, Sacramento County. The Cosurnnes River's annual fleods
keep alive forests and wetlands like those that once covered the Central Valley, providing
homes and rest stops for tens of thousands of waterfow! and migratory birds. Werking
side by side with the local agricultural community and other partners, the Conservancy is
managing and restoring thousands of acres to health. Protection tools here include
acquisition, conservation easements, management and restoration, and cooperative
arrangements with farmers to develop sustainable agriculture.

Sacramento River Project, Butte County. The great Central Valley was once covered by
jungle-like riverside forests estimated at nearly one million acres. Today they have been
reduced to 20,000 acres. Working with local agricultural interests, TNC is currently
staging the Iargest streamside restoration project in the U.S. Our goal is to replant a
continuous 100-mile stretch of forest along the Sacramento River.

Santa Margarita River Project, Riverside County. The lands of an historic rancho on
the Santa Rosa Plateau, with its rolling hills, stands of rare Engelmann oak, and perennial
streamns within the larger Santa Margarita River watershed provide the thousands who visit
this keystone project area with a remarkable glimpse of California’s past. Working with
local partoers, TNC is committed to safeguarding the plateau and maintaining the health of
the adjoining river corridor while meeting the needs of a growing human community
through a variety of toals.
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VII. Compliance with Standard Terms and Conditions

While The Nature Conservancy's systems compiy with OMB Circulars A-110, A-122 and A-
133, our accounting systems do not currently comply with all provisions of the cost accounting
standards (which are applicable to federal procurement contracts). Therefore, the Conservancy
would strongly prefer a grant or cooperative agreement. In addition, given the definitions in
federal law, it would appear that this type of project would most reasonably fall under a grant
or cooperative agresment.

NEER. ANTLMILL, MBEEX. S ACOLTIITTOMN AMULENH A NCEMENT, VLI,
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PART-CTCRTHICT T RUTar iy OTey-F rae WOrphsce- gty YT

THLS CERTIHCATION (5 FOR N IS NOT AN INDIVIDUAL

Alternate |. {(Grantees Other Than Individuais)
A. The grantes certifies that it will ar continue to provide a drug-free workplace by:

{a}  Publishing a statement notifying employees that the unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensing, passessian,
or use of a controlled substanca is prohibited in the grantee’s workplace and specifying the actions that will be
taken against empioyees for violation of such prohibition;

{b})  Establishing an ongoing drug-free awarenass program to inform emplayees about—
{1} Tha dangers of drug abuse In the workplace;
(2) The grantee’s policy of maintaining a drug-free workplace;
(3) Any available drug counseling, rehabditation, and employee assistance programs; and
(4) Tha penalties that may be impased upon empioyees for drug abuse violations occurring in tha waorkplace;

(e)  Making it a requirement that each employes ta be engaged in the perfarmance of the grarit be given a copy of the
statement requirad by paragraph (al;

ldl  Notifying the emplayee in the statement required by paragraph (a] that, as 2 condition of employment under the

grant. the emplayee will -
{1) Abide by the terms of the statement; and
(2] Natify the employer in writing of his or her conviction for a violation of a criminal drug statute

occwming in the workplaca na later than five calendar days after such conviction;

{e}  Notifying tha agency in writing, within ten calendar days after receiving natica under subparagraph (dH2) from
an empioyee or otherwise receiving actual notics of such conviction. Emplayers of convictad amployess must
provide notice, including position title, to every grant officer on whaose grant activity the convicted employee was
working, unless the Federal agency has designated a central peint for the receipt of such notices. Notice shall
includa the identification numbers(s| of each affacted grant;

N Taking one of the following actions, within 30 calendar days of receiving notice under subparagraph (d)(2), with

respect to any employes whao is so convicted -

{1) Taking apprapriate personnel action against such an amployee, ug to and including termination,
congistent with the requirements of the Rehabilitation Act of 1873, as amended; or

{2} Requiring such employee to participate satisfactorily i & drug abuse assistance or rehabilitation
pragram approved for such purpases by a Federal, State, or local health, law enforcement, or other (

apprapriate agency;

{g)  Making a goad faith effort to continue 19 maintain a drug-free workplace thraugh implementation of paragraphs
(a} {bl, (c}, (d), (e} and {f).

E. The grantee may Insert in the space provided below the sitels for the performance of wark done in connection with the
spacific grant: )
Piace of Performance |Streat address, city, county, state, rip code)

Check___if there are workplaces on file that are not identified here.

PART O: Certification Reqarding Drug-Fras Workplace Requirements

CHECK _IF THIS CERTIRICATION IS FOR AN AFPLICANT WHOQ 15 AN INDIVIDUAL,

Alternate If. (Granteas Whao Are Individuals)

{a]  The grantee certities that. as a condition of the grant, he ar she will nat engage in the ynlawful manufacture,
distribution, dispensing, passession, of use of 2 controlled substance in conducting any activity with the grant

(b} It convicted of a criminal drug offense resulting irom 3 violation accwring during the conduct of any gramt activity.
he or she will report the conviction, in writing, within 10 calendar days of the conviction, to the grant officer of
other designee, unless the Federal agency designates a central point far the receipt of such notices. When notice (
is made 10 such 3 central paint, it shall include the identification number{s} of each alfected grant.
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Altachment E

U.S. Dapartment of the Intarior

Certuficatlons Regarding Debarment, Suspansion and
Other Responsibility Matters, Drug-Free Workplace
Requirements and Lobbying

Parsong signing this form should rafer to tha regulations
referenced balow for complata instructions:

Certitication Regarding Dabarment, Suspension, and Qther
Responsibility Matters - Primary Covered Transactions - The
prospective primary participant further agraas by submitting
this proposal that B will include the clause titled,
=g actitication Ragarding Dabarmant, Suspansion, nalighility
and Voluntary Exclusion - Lowar Tler Caverad Transaction.”™
peovided by tha department or agency sntering into this
coverad transaction, without modification, In sif lower tier
covared Usnsactons and in all solicitations for lower tior
covered transactions. See below for language 1o be used or
use this form for certification and sign. {See Appsndix A of
Subpart D of 43 CFR Part 12.)

Cartification Regarding Debarment, Suspensicn, Ineligibility
and Vaoluntary Exclusion - Lower Tier Covered Transactions -
(See Appendix_a of Subpart D of 43 CFR Part 12.)

Certification Regarding Drug-Free Warkplaca Asquirements -

Alternate L (Grantees Qther Than Individualsh and Altemate
II. {Granteas Wha are Individuals) - (Sea Appendix  of
Subpart D of 43 CFR Part 12)

Signatura on this form provides for compliancea with
certification requirements under 43 CFR Parts 12 and 18.
The certifications shall be treated 3as 3 materal
representation of fact upon which reliance will be placad
when the Department of tha Interior dotermines 1o sward
the covered transaction, grant, cooperative agreement or
ioan,

FART A Certtication egarding Debarment, Suspension, and Other RespoasiGility Mactars -

Primary Caverad Transactlons

‘ CHECE XL THIS CERTINCA TION i3 FOR A PRIMARY COVERED TRANSACTION AND 15 APPLICABLE.
{1} The praspective primary participant certifies to the best of its knowledge and belis!, that it and its principals:

" fal  Are not presently dabarred, suspendad, proposed far debarment, declared ineligibie, or voluntarily excluded by
any Federal department or agency;

b  Have not within a three-year pariod preceding this progosal been convicted of or had a civil judgment rendeced
against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offensa in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain,
or performing a public (Federal, State or locall transaction or contract under a public transaction; violation of
Federal or State antitrust statutes of commission af smbezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or
destruction of records, making faise statements, or receiving stalen proparty;

fc}  Ace not presently indicted for or otherwise ctiminally ar civilly charged by a governmental sntity {Federal, State
ar local] with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph {1}l of this certification; and

{d} Have not within 3 thres-year period preceding this application/propesal had cne or more ‘publi-;: transactions’
{Federal, State or local] terminated for cause or default.

(2] Whera the prospective primary participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this certification, such
prospective pamicipant shail artach an explanation to this proposal. -

PART B: Canlfication Ragarding Dabarment, Suspansion, Inaligibility and Veoluntary Exclusion -
Lawaer Tiar Coverad Transactions

CHECK_IF THIS CERTIFICATION IS FOR A LOWER TIER COVERED TAANSACTICN AND IS APPLICABLE

{1} The prospective lower tier participant certifies, by submission of this p/opasal, that neither it nor its principals I1s P’%““")’
debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in 1his
transaction by any Federal depantment or agency.

{2) Where the prospective lawar tier pacticipant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this certification, such
prospective participant shall attach an explanation to this prapesal.

gt
N4 ham 1983, O-T4E4.
OU-1946, 1944 and 011042
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PART E: Cardilcation Regarding L a
Cartification for I'.’mvglm. ta, Loans, and Cooperstive Agrasments _

CHECK___iF CERTIRCATION I8 FOR THE AWARD OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING AND
THE AMOUNT EXCLEDS 100,000: A FECERAL GRANT OR COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT;
SUBCONTRACT, OR SUBGRANT UNDER THE GRANT QR COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT,

CHECK CEATIRCATION i3 FOR THE AWARD OF A FEDERAL
LOAN EX NG THE AMOUNT CF #180,000, OR A SUBGRANT OR
SUBCONTRACT EXCEZDING #100.000, UNDER THE LOAN.

The undersigred certifies, to the best of his or her knawledge and belief, that:

{1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by ar on behalf of the undersigned, ta any person for
influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency., a Member of Congrass, and officer or
emplayze of Congress, or an employes of 8 Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal
contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative
agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan,
or cogperative “agreament.

It any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid ar will be paid ta any persan for influencing or
attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of
Congress, or an employes of a Member of Congress n connection with this Federal contract, grant, [oan, or cooperative
agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, *Disclosure Form to Report Labbying,” in
accordance with its instructions. :

3] The undersigned shall requira that tha languaga of this certification be included in the award documents for all subawards
at all tiers {including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, (oans, and cogperative agreements) and that
all subracipients shall certify accardingly.

2

—

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which raliance was placed when this transaction was made ar
entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite far making or entering into this transaction impased by Section
1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person whe {ails to file the required certification shall ba subject to a civil penalty of not less
than 410,000 and not more than $ 100,000 far each such failure.

As the authorized certifying official, | hereby certify that the above specified centifications are true.

Y%

" SIGNATURE OF AUTHORTZED CERTIFYING OFFICIAL

Steve MCormick, California Regional Director, The Natur rvancy

TYPED NAME AND TTTLE

DATE

-390

(Thi iy Cl-198%, D194,
u farm roplaced Of- . Dl .

Cl-1% 46, - 10640 and O- 10831
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MILL CREEK CONSERVANCY

P Q. Box 188 « los Maolinas, CA 96055
(QK) 395-4493 » 384-2734

Steve McCormick 24 June 1998
The Nature Conservancy

201 Mission St.

San Francisco, CA 94105

Re: Support for land protection program aiong Mill Creek
Dear Steve,

The Board of Directors of the Mill Creek Conservancy has asked me to convey to you a
letter affirming our full support of The Nature Conservancy’s land protection program
along Mill Creek.

The Nature Conservancy’s program to work with willing land owners to preserve land
through fee and easement acquisition and habitat revegetation will contribute
significantly to the protection of the important riparian and aquatic habitat in the Mull
Creek watershed. This tributary stream is critically unportant to sustaining native fish and
wildlife and its protection enhances the health of the whole upper Sacramento River
watershed ecosystem. Mill Creek also has the highest elevation spawning grounds for the
spring run chinook salmon in the United States.

The Mill Creek Conservancy is actively engaged in cooperative efforts with The Nature
Conservancy in the Mill Cregk watershed, including several revegetation projects in the
riparian corridor funded by private and public grants. [n addition, the Mill Creek
Conservancy coordinated the development of a Mill Creek Watershed Management
Strategy, which recommends the establishment of a conservation protection and
acquisition program to ensure long-term protection for the riparian corridor.

Please fell free to use a copy of this letter show our support of The Nature Conservancy’s
programs on Mill Creek,

Stocerly,

R. Judd Hanna, Sec/CFQ.

<: Peggy McNutt
Burt Bundy
Doug Latimer N

e AR ———_— T PG
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The Baitle Creek Watersh ed Conservancy

PO Box 806, Manton, CA 96059-0605

24 June 1998

Mr. Lastar Snow

CALFED Bay-Gella Praogram
1416 Ninth Streat, Suite 1158
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Snow:

This lettar is in support of The Nature Conservancy's CALFED proposal, which requests
funding frem 1598 Category lii ERPP funds for acquisition and enhancement programs
on Deesr, Mil, ano Battle Creeks.

The Battle Croek Watershed Conservancy was formad one year aga to "preserve the

environmental and sconomic resources” of tha Battle Creek watershed. Since that time _

we have been working closely with the Battle Creek Warking Group, the ad hoc
committee of agencies and other parties with interests in this watershed,

The Working Group has made substantial progress toward its goal ¢f restoring and
enhanaing e natural population of salmenids in Battle Creek. The Conservancy is
raking a wider view, with an emphasis upen protecting the riperien zones and the middle
ard upper watershed areas upon which the anadromeus zones depend Tor water quality,
temparature, and flow Uming.

We ook toward conservation sasements as the most appropriate protective maasure for
critical areas of our watershed. The Nature Conservancy's propasal is consistent with
our planning, and we support the approval of their proposai.

Sincerely,

Robert Lee
Secretary, BCWC
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‘ —~ . DEER CREEK
WATERSHED CONSERVANCY
P.O. Box 367 Vina CA 96002
Pone/Fax: 3304392358

Swe Knox, wmc.m
Joarn Hemped, EducationOutreach Ceordinptor

Jone 24, 1998

Loaw Ssow

CALFEY) Bay-Deits. Pragram
1416 Ninzh Sowet. Sl 1153
Ssormmemo, CA 35814

RE: Proposal for 199 Calagony [} fmding Deer ans Mill Creaks

Duar M, Sucw:

T bettie it in suppset of The Nuture Oonseramcy’s peopoest, which requesis finding Do 1998
mmwwmmwm Dwer and Mill Cresk Eascrstat,

Dty Cresk Wasevshad Coosoevimcy (DCWC), crested by 2w proporty ownors within the desinags, is an
argiwization lorowd to pretoct the waiges coalogical valoss of Dotr Creele.  The Desr Cratk watsrshod
propeety Semars have owrsd, fived 304 cared for the Lind (o1 geneeasions and will contire their
rosponiible newardshin for fpare procrtiens.

To thal snd e DCWC propered and signed 2 Memorandam of Usderstanding (MOU) wisich inahudes

lamdcyornarsy, rouect ageaciel, Sovdevation group sad others. Tha MOU has sorved as » frviencek io
m«:wmmuthu waineshd which {2 undorwgy. The plen
will inoiata, but oot by Umited stratagied Ry Short-atng ienioration, whaso spproprisis. snd long4orm

muiatesunce snd protection of the wasdromocs Ayhory habitat and aquatic rosonrces i Door Craskc

The Natere Conacrvancy's propossd peaject falls withia the 10opo of tie MOUL. Farthes, DOWC sepposta

Mupimnmnfhmluldm&mﬂmmm
salmginiag Privaic propesty righe.

= VAV

Frad] Hacaifuer, Presicico:
Duer Crosk Watcrsbed Conssrvamcy
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