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*July 28, 1997

-Kate Hansel R
CALFED Bay—Delta Program o
- 1416 Ninth Street; Suite 1155 .

.;Sacramento, CA 95814 .

o .Dear Ms Hansel
-Please accept thls Inquiry Subrmttal for a senes of ﬁeld based teacher tralmng 1nst1tutes wh:ch as -
~a'whole, encompass the geographic and habitat dwer31ty of the Bay Delta watershed under the
Request for Proposals 1997 Category I : .

. Please contact me if' you have need for any further mformatlon . .

e Thaﬂk -you,

fWendy I chklzel' RPF. 1972
Educat1on/ Stewardshlp Coordmator
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o --{Pro;ect Title and Appltcant Name L ' ' B RS
- Title: FIELD BASED EXPERIENTIAL WORKSHOPS FOR K-12 TEACHERS . - e
. Applicant: Northern California Socuety of American. Foresters 2890 Krlgore Road Surte B Rancho E
Cordova CA 95829 (916)952 0444 or FAX (916)638 9326 or emarl ncsaf@lnterserv com S

'VPrOJect Descriptlon and Prlmary BiologicallEcologwal Objectlves

Description

' This| joint. venture prOJect wou!d provude scholarsh:ps for K-12“‘ grade teachere to attend a series of

= “field-based teacher traininginstitutes which, as a whole, -encompass the geographrc and habitat
- diversity of the Bay Delta watershed “The institutes’ wouid address the ecolégy and: management of

- habitats and species’ from headwaters to bay. This includes forest ecosystems, agnoultural
“wetlands, and bay area aquattc habitat and wildlife. The prOJect would. leverege the success of

- -existing exemplary mst:tutes by linking them.as a srngle long term’ opportumty for teachers to garn a

- broad understandmg of the Bay Delta watershed ecology.and progesses. Inturn, teachers. w:tl
E '..transfer the concepte they have tearned to an exponentlally greater number of students ' '

"'Ob|ectave S TR R O S LR RSN
-‘The pnmary objectlve of thlS pro;ect is: to provrde K 12 gracte teachere W|th knowledge skrlls and

- tools to.effactively teach their students about; ecology and management prachces which are. eeeentral |

i components of the Bay D Delta region. There is no direct, on-site ecological or: brologrcal benefit
“relating to either- stressors or priority specres or habitats. .Howsever, the indirect benefits of teacher

educatlon will be vastly more important in the long term as teachers transfer- knewledge 10 their
students The fundamental purpose of the |nst|tutes is to provtde mstructlon on the retahonship of -

- ,orgamsms to their environment (ecology) as well gs the role of humans: -and management. - -.
- Furthermore; the reason for providing a series of institutes is to emphaslze the essential Ilnkages ef
.+ the multiple systems which. emieody the Bay-Delta watersheds. The list of stressors provided in the

. '“Stressors and Example Restoratton Actions” document eseentlally outhnes the subjects which are

presented at the institutes. The priority species and hab:tats are an :ntegral part of the freld—based «

" aspects of the institutes. The institutes address both the science and social science. They provrde a o
- forum for balanced scientific instruction and open discussions of issues. The long term’ resultisa . .

- more knowledgeable papulace who will directly.and mcﬂrectly affect the- prlmary habitats and specree
'through their personal behavior and societal chomes Although the Bay-Delta project is reglonal it.

o effects and is effected by human ‘behavior and declsmns statewide. Teachers who attend. the -

- institutes are from all regions. of California and W|I_I instruct chlidren W|th a bnead dlversrty of ethnlc

o frnanc:lal geographtc and eocral backgrounds

: ApproacthaskslScheduIe

" The approach is to offer teacher. scholarehrpe to a series of three, one~waek inStlfUteS over the

- course of 3 years. A Formal Proposal would delineate the total number of years and.total oost The
“.institutes would cover forested ecosystems, -agriculture/wetlands and bay habitats/wildlife.: A
- . scholarship- recrptent would comimit to attend all three institutes in'three years. The. mstrtutee are
presently functioning but without the linkages prevnously deseribed. - The Forestry Institute for

- Teachers is offered by the . Northern California Society of American Foresters in oooperat:on wrth

... ‘Shasta’ County Ofﬂce of Education; ue Coaperatlve Extension Service dnd ather supporters. The )
o "'jSummer Agnculturai Instltute is offered by the Callforma Foundatlon for AgrrCulture in the Classroom -
" Possible bayinstitutes are San Franmeco Bay Mode! Teachers Institute, Save the Bay Teaoher

" Training, Making Waves on the’ Bay Shore or-a similar workshop Each institute relies'on f:eld- :

. based, experiential learnrng, balanced science based information; use-of exrstlng exemplary T
- eurriculum-(Project Wet, PrOJect Wild, Project Learning Tree, OBIS, CLASS, stc.).. Partlmpants are L

. ”mstructed in: content provrded opportunrtles for hande on expenencee and have classroom o
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s '_;r_appropnete tessons modeled on elte TaSks would prlmanly be the admlnlstratlve aspects of
- _promoting the joint venture, regrstretron and distribution of grant funds. The first series of .- R
- scholershlps could be offered as soon as summer of 1998 if the November fundlng cycle |s f:nellzed R

- prior to February 1, 1998 (distribution of appl|cetron$)

. Justification for Project and Funding by CALFED. - et B I
CUtis appropr:ate for these scholarships to be funded by CALFED as it is an effectlve method of i
“leveraging the success and expertise involved in existing mst:tutes to provide a comprehensrve Bay- -

- Delta-envirenmental educatiory opportunxty Prewously the mstltutes have been offered on a “stand-
. dlone” basis, focusing on a single eCQlOglcal system Thls is an opportumty to mtegrete the renge of

" study to'a lerger ecosystem

" “Budgst Costs

| <o Each scholershap to the Forestry lnstttute for Teachers is. $'l 000 Thrs rncludes food lodgrng, S

- materials, education curriculum specialists and a feacher stipend of $300.. Each teacher -

~ -~ completing therinstitute recsives $100 of the strpend and.. Upon returnlng the |mpfemented

S curriculum unit they developed and evrdence of an “rn servroe" tralnlng, they recelve the

. remaining $200." Lo
‘e Each scholarship to the Summer Agnculture lnstltute is $1 500 This. mcludes food lodglng, o
‘:;-"',r;.'meterlels staff; a fly-over of the wetlands and an overnight with eferm famlly EECI T
e A bay mstltute scholershrp is unknown at this trme itis estlmeted at $‘t DUD

A Formel Proposal would present the budget of each workshop and the speomc admlnlstratave costs' S

year over a per:od of 3 years at epproxlmately $1 57 500
o Appllcant Qualnfncatlons | |

. The Forestry Instltute for Teachers has successfully rmplemented 13 mstltutes over 5 yeers wrth
o approx:metely 540 graduates. It is admlnlstered by profeesmnel foresters and profess:onal o
.- eurriculum specrallsts Presenters are practicing natural resource professmnels from & vanety of R
. - fields including soils, hydrology, silviculture, fire, wildlife, and. socnel forestry. The Summer 8
o Agrlculture Institute has been successfully implemented for 14 years with apprommately 520

- graduates. Itis administered by. agricultural and education professronels Presenters are from ell

" levels of the agncultural industry and state legislature. Within the speekers we tie in with agncultural.--;

B :‘ecosystems wildlife enhancement through' agnculture lews covenng egnculture belance ag end the L

.- environment rncludlng wet!and preservatnon ‘The bay institute has not been flnallzed yet, but s
i ‘expected to meet srmller stendards of professronelrsm and exceilence :

; -Monltorlng end Deta Eva!uatlon : EREETE T o
.~ The primary. monitoring and evaluatlon tool of the mstltutes is assessment Assessment |s the .

- method of determining what a teacher has learried and if it js being transferred to ‘students. - N
- Assessment is done at several levels rncludrng written on~3|te pre and. post essessments eveluatron-
“oof curncutum unit’ content and rmplementatlon follow-up surveys and newsletters. Assessment is the
" most difficult and expensive aspect of the institutes. ‘An additional cost would be- rncluded in the R
Forma! Proposal to develop end mstltute a comprehenswe assessment stretegy : '

Locat Su gport/Coordlnatlon

- Institutes coordinate with a varrety of federel end stete agencres Callforma Department of Educatlon o
- local offices of education, industry, and academic unstltutlons Coordrnetlen and support mey be
S provrded |n the form of fundlng matenals servrces or volunteers e : ERREARI
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