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August 14, 1997

Lester Snow, Execitive Director
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suvite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: San Joaquin River Parkway Land Acquisition Program
Dear Mr. Snow:

I am writing to encourage your support for the San Joaquin River Parkway Land
Acquisition Program request for funding from Category I of the CALFED Bay-Delta
Program. This $5.0 million request will help acquire and restore historic floodplain and
riparian habitat lands along the San Joaquin River from Friant Dam to State Highway 99.
Once complete, this proposal will provide multiple biological, ecological, and economic
benefits to the Central Valley and the sensitive Bay-Delta ecosystem.

The Wildlife Conservation Board, the Departrnent of Fish and Game, the San Joaquin
River Conservancy, the San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust, and the
Trust for Public Land have been working together over the last five years to acquire lands
for inclusion in the 22-mile San Joagquin River Parkway. The Parkway enjoys strong
puhblic support in Fresno and Madera Counties and provides wildlife, recreational, and

- economic benefits of statewide significance. Along with protecting important habitat, the
acquisition portion of this request will reconnect the floodplain to the river channel, thus
providing flood management bencfits within the San Joaquin River Parkway. The $5.0
million request will be leveraged by other public funding sources to acquire properties
from willing sellers as they become available.

The San Joaquin River Parkway Land Acquisition Program complements and advances
the goals of the San Joaquin River Riparian Habitat Restoration Project, a proposal
requesting $800,000 for riparian restoration projects submitted by the Bureau of
Reclamation, Friant Water User's Authority, Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen's
Associations, and Natural Resources Defense Council. Together, these proposats
advance CALFED goals and directly address stresses on the Bay-Delta ecosystem.
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Lester Snow
August 14, 1997
Page 2

[ urge you to support this multi-agency partnership by approving funding from CALFED's
Category III program. [am grateful for CALFED's effective leadership on behalf of
California's threatened ecosystems and hope that you will continue your support by
approving funding for this important project.

Sincerely,

J ﬂ CO&TA
Chairman

STRParkway\snow.L1
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August 6, 1997 Alig 11 997

Lester Snow, Executive Director
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Sune= 155 -
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: San Joaquin River Parkway Land Acquisition Program
Dear Mr. Snow:

[ am writing in support of the San Joaquin River Parkway Land Acquisition Program
request for funding from Category II1 of the CALFED Bay-Delta Program. If approved, these
funds would help acquire and restore San Joaquin River floodplain and riparian habitat {ands
located in the Nineteenth Congressional District.

This program is a multi-agency effort of the Wildlife Conservation Board, the California
Department of Fish and Game, the San Joaquin River Conservancy, the San Joaquin River
Parkway and Conservation Trust, and the Trust for Public Land. Along with protecting habitat,
the acquisition portion of this request will reconnect the floodplain to the river channel, thus
providing flood management benefits within the San Joaquin River Parkway.

Thank you for giving this request careful consideration. If you have any questions or
need further information, please contact Marianne Morton, Staff Assistant, at my Fresno District
Office at {209) 248-0800.

GR:mm

¢c: San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust
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Lester Snow, Executive Director
CALFED

1416 9th Street, Room 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

ety ——

Dear Mr. Snow:

This letter is to inform you of my strong suppott for the San Joaquin River
Parkway Land Acquisition Program grant application under Category III of the
CALFED Bay-Delta Program. This §5 million block grant request has been made
jointly by the San Joaquin River Conservancy, the Wildlife Conservation Board, the
Department of Fish and Game, the San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust
and the Trust for Public Land. 1 understand further that funds would be used to
acquire full fee title, conservation easements, and agricultural easements within the
historic floodplain from willing sellers.

These funds would help leverage monies from other public and private sources
to continue the establishment of the 22-mile San Joaquin River Parkway. The San
Joaquin River Conservancy will ultimately hold title of these properties.

[f approved, this grant would accelerate efforts to preserve and restore an
important natural and cultural resource near one of the fastest growing metropolitan
areas in California. 1 am impressed by the wide range of support that the effort to
preserve and restore the San Joaquin River enjoys within the communities of Fresno
and Clovis, and in Madera County. [ urge that you give this request your most serious
and careful consideration.

Should you or your staff have questions regarding this matter, please contact
Tom Bohigian, my Northern California Director, at 209-497-5109. Thank you in
advance for your attention to this important matter.

3 ""’1”’ %
Barbara Boxer
BB:tb United States Senator
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Fresno & Madera Counties

A Request for Funding from Category III
of the CALFED Bay-Delta Program

Submitted by the:
San Joaquin River Conservancy
Wildlife Conservation Board
Department of Fish & Game
San Joaquin River Parkway & Conservation Trust
Trust for Public Land
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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

a. Project Titie/Applicant Mame: San Joaquin River Parkway Land Acquisition Program
(San Joaquin River Conservancy, Wildlife Conservation Board, Department of Fish and
Game, San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust, the Trust for Public Land})

b. Project Description /Primary Bivlogical and Ecological Objectives
The San Joaquin River Acquisition Group proposes to acquire riparian habitat and floodplain
lands located within the 22-mile reach of the San Joaquin River from Friant Dam to State
Highway 99. The $5 million block grant request will be matched by other public agency funds
to acquire full fee title, conservation easements, and agricultural easements within the historic
floodplain from willing sellers. The Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB), Department of Fish
and Game (DFG), San Joaquin River Conservancy (the Conservancy), San Joaquin River
Parkway and Conservation Trust (Parkway Trust), and the Trust for Public Land (TPL) will
work together to acquire available properties. A committee within the Conservancy is
currently evaluating habitat values contained on properties available for acquisition from
willing sellers. The Conservancy will hold title and manage the properties and, where
appropriate, will jointly manage areas with the DFG and the City of Fresno.

Acquisition of riparian habitat and floodplain lands will permanently protect the river corridor
from the increasing threat of development in Fresno and Madera Counties.  Acquisition and
management of these lands as part of the San Joaquin River Parkway will provide multiple
biological and ecotogical benefits including: 1) the continued flow of water over the existing
floodplain thus allowing the narural nutrient cycle to continue 2) the maintenance of water
quality and temperature from disruptions associated with increased development 3} protection
of habitat for significant wildlife populations and 4) protection of existing riparian zone and
Shaded Riverine Aquatic {(SRA} habitat. These, and the many other benefits acquisition
affords, will complement and advance the request for funding submitted by the Bureau of
Reclamation, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Friant Water User’s Authority, Natural Resources
Defense Council, and Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen's Associations for the San
Joaquin River Riparian Habitat Restoration Project.

c. Approach/Tasks/Schedules
The Conservancy is curremtly evaluating the properties available for acquisition within the
historic floodplain. Once CALFED funds are approved, the Conservancy and its partners will
determine the strategy for contacting landowners and completing acquisitions. The National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation will serve as fiscal agent for the $5 miilion block grant and will
coordinate with CALFED in the release funds as needed for acquisitions. The block grant
funds will be used together with other public funding sources for acquisitions within three
years. Matching public funding sources include (but are not limited to) the CVPIA
Restoration Fund, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program, Proposition 204 River Parkway Sub-Account, State Environmental Enhancement and
Mitigation Program, and the Habitat Conservation Fund Locai Agency Grant Program.

1
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d. Justification for Project and Funding by CALFED
This project is consistent with and advances the goals of CALFED [mplementation Strategies
by providing various restoration actions in response o the stressors on the biological and
ecological quality of the Bay-Delta. The stressors include physical isoiation of floodplain, loss
of floodplain ard fine sediment deposition, increased urbanization in the floodplain, alteration
of flows, and loss of existing riparian zone. The $5 million block grant will be used to acquire
riparian, and SRA habitat and floodplain lands along the reach of the San Joaquin River from
Friant Dam to State Highway $9.

e. Budger Costs and Third Party fimpacts
Together with matching funds, the $5 million block grant request will be used for the
acquisition of land from willing sellers, All acquisitions will be based on agency approved
appraisals. No third party impacts are aniicipated as a result of this acquisition program. The
San Joaquin River Conservancy Board, consisting of private landewner and public agency
representatives, must approve all acquisitions.

[ Appiicant Qualifications
The WCB, DFG, and the Conservancy are state agencies vested with the power to acquire land
for habitar protection purposes. The Parkway Trust and TPL are private, non-profit
organizations with the shared mission of assisting public agencies and private landowners in the
acquisition of land for habitat protection and public open space. For the past six years, the
group has worked together in the acquisition of several properties now included within the
Parkway. The Conservancy, Parkway Trust, and TPL are currently completing the acquisition
of 154 acres containing riparian habital and floodplain lands,

g. Monitoring and Data Fvaluation
Acreage acquired with CALFED and matching funds will be communicated to CALFED as

acquisitipns are completed.

h. Local Support/Coordination with Other Programs/Compatibility with CALFED
Objectives

This proposal has significant support from diverse interest groups including the Friant Water
Users Authority, the Natural Resources Defense Council, the Pacific Coast Federation of
Fishermen’s Associations, Burcau of Reclamation, Wildlife Conservation Board, Department
of Fish and Game, San Joaquin River Conservancy, San Jeaquin River Parkway and
Conservation Trust, the Trust for Public Land, Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District,
Fresno County, Madera County, City of Fresno and City of Madera. Private landowner and
agency representatives sit on hoth the Conservancy and Parkway Trust Boards. Planning is
being carried out in coordination with other programs including, but not limtited to the CVPIA,
San Joaquin River Management Program, and Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District's
management plan. This project is compatible with CALFED objectives related to the loss of
flood plain/wildlife habitat and water quality/temperature that negatively impact the Bay-Delta
ecosystem.
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II. TITLE PAGE
Title of Project: San Joaquin River Parkway Land Acquisition Program
Name of Applicanr: The San Joaquin River Conservancy, Wildlife Conservation Board,
Department of Fish and Game, San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust, the

Trust for Public Land
Type of Organization: Public agencies/Private Non-Profits(501{c)3)
Technical/Financial Contact: Robert Kelley, Executive Officer

San Joaquin River Conservancy

P.0. Box 205, 5290 Millerton Road
Friant, CA 93626

209-822-2877 {phone), 209-822-2710 (fax)

Parricipants/Coliaborators in Implementation
San Joaquin River Conservancy
Wildlife Conservation Board
Department of Fish and Game
Bureau of Reclamation
San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust
The Trust for Public Land
Fresno Metropolitan Floed Control District
Fresno County
Madera County
City of Fresno
City of Madera

RFP Prgject Group: Acquisition

Iil. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

a. Project Description and Approach
The $5 miilion biock grant request will contribute towards the acquisition of properties from
willing sellers within the historic floodplain along the San Joaquin River Parkway. An
estimated 2,466 acres are currently available for acquisition from willing sellers.
Approximately, 2,000 of the 6,000-acre Parkway is already publicly owned and managed by
the Conservancy, DF(G and Fresno County. The lands available for acquisition all contain
significant wildlife habitat and wili link public properties for improved management and habitat
protection. The lands containing sensitive wildlife habitat will be managed as ecological
reserves. The Conservancy and/or DFG will own and manage the properties to be acquired.
Where appropriate, the Conservancy will jointly manage properties with the DFG (e.g.
ecological reserves) and the San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust {e.g.
educational programs and restoration projects) and other government agencies (e.g. the city of
Fresno). The Conservancy’s Land Acquisition Committee (consisting of representatives from
WCB, DFG, and Madera County) will coordinate the acquisition of lands with the Parkway

3
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Trust and TPL. The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation has agreed to act as fiscal agent in
the distribution of the block grant.

b. Location/Geographic Boundaries gf Project
The San Joaquin River Parkway is located in Fresno and Madera Counties. The 22-mile reach
of the river runs from Friant Dam to State Highway 99.

c. Expected Benefits
This proposal will provide ecological and biological benefits related to stregsors on the Bay-
Delta ecosystemn including physical isolation of floodplain and habitat fragmentation,
elimination of fine sediment replenishment/loss of floodplain and fine sediment deposition,
land use changes in the floodplain (e.g. urbanization, agriculture) and channel form changes
(loss of riparian zone) .-Thc—a_cfluisitiun of riparian habitat and floodplain lands within the San
Joaquin River Parkway will 1) restore and reconnect the floodplain to the river channel,
allowing the natural inundation cycle and flooding in historic floodplain areas to continue 2)
prevent further loss of riparian zone and SRA habitat 3) provide downriver benefits related to
water quality and temperature and 4) permanently protect foraging habitat for birds and other
forms of wildlife.

Development removes native vegetation from river banks, exposes soil and, combined with
heavy rainfall or high water, results in increased erosion. Acquisition will prevent
development and the removal of native vegetation/soils and allow for water to run over the
floodplain as part of the river's natural course. In addition to limiting erosion, acquisition will
allow the river’s nutrient cycle to continue far the benefit of downstream habitat and the Bay-
Delta ecosystem.

The San Joaquin River Parkway Land Acquisition Program will prevent further loss of riparian
zone, SRA habitat, and related stressors on the ecosysiem including reduced food supplies for
fish and wildlife and reduced cover for nesting habitat areas. The riparian and wetland
commurities found within the San Joaquin River bottom have disappeared at an alarming rate -
only 6% of the original habitat remains in the San Joaquin River Parkway. Despite this
significant loss, over 250 animal species rely on this area for habitat including bobcat, coyote,
mountain lion, bats, beavers, and the San Ioaquin pocket mouse. Acquisition will benefit daily
wildlife migratien routes, including the corridor for the resident deer herd. Bird species
represent the most diverse of the wildlife populations using the San Joaquin River corridor,
including resident and migratory waterfowl, passerine, and raptor populations. Some of the
more common species include great biue herons, egrets, Canada geese, wood duck, mallard,
nerthern pintail, American widgeon, cinnamon teal, great-horned owl, red-tailed hawk, red-
shouldered hawk, and American kestrel. Lands acquired with CALFED and matching funds
will connect existing Parkway lands and reserves, creating a contiguous habitat corridor and
improved opportunities for management.

Finally, the San Joaquin River Parkway Land Acquisition Program will provide non-structural
flond management and restoration of flood damaged areas.  Acquisitton of available properties

4
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will connect the historic floodplain to the river channel and protect the natural meander. The
proposal will also further encourage river corridor planning and advance the efforts of the San
Joaquin River Riparian Habitat Restoration Project - public ownership will allow access to
SRA and riparian habitat lands for resteration purposes.

d. Background and Biolagical/Technical Justificazion
Over the last 5ix years, the group has worked together to acquire and protect acreage for
melusion in the San Joaguin River Parkway. Existing Parkway lands are managed by the DFG
and the Conservancy as ecological reserves for habitat protection and as parks for river access
where appropriate. Funding sources to date include the WCB Riparian Pragram (Prop. 117),
Prop. 70, ISTEA (Federal Intermodal Surface Transportation and Efficiency Act), and EEMP
(State Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program). The Conservancy and DFG
work closely with the Tily of Fresno in the management of adjacent lands, the Fresno
Metropolitan Flood Control District in the management of the floodplain, and the Parkway
Trust with recreational and educational programs. Increased urbanization in Fresno and
Madera Counties threatens existing floodplain lands and calls for the acquisition of properties
within the riparian corridor along the Parkway reach from willing sellers as they become
available.

e. Proposed Scope of Work
The $5 million block grant request wili be used io leverage other funding sources to acquire
prime riparian habitat and floodplain lands from willing sellers. The Conservancy Land
Acquisition Committee is currently puiling together a list of available properties with a total
estimated value of $50 million. The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation will serve as fiscal
agent in the distribution of the 33 million in CALFED grant funds within three years.

f. Monitoring and Daia Evaliation
Acreage acquired with CALFED and matching funds will be communicated to CALFED as

acquisitions are completed.

g. Implementability
The Conservancy is evaluating a number of willing seller properties currently available for
acquisition along the San Joaquin River Parkway. Properties will be acquired immediately
upon receipt of funding. The San Joaquin River Parkway enjoys streng support at the local,
state and federal levels. This proposal is supported by the proponents of the San Joaquin
River Riparian Habitat Restoration Program (BOR, USFWS, NRDC, FWUA, PCFFA).

IV. COSTS AND SCHEDULES TO IMPLEMENT PROPOSED PROJECT

a. Budger Costs
An estimated $50 million worth ot properties are available from willing sellers within the
floodplain of the 22-mile San Joaquin River Parkway. The $5 million block grant will be
leveraged by other public funding sources {e.g. CVPIA, FEMA, EEMP, Prop. 204, HCF) to
acquire properties within the next three years. All property purchases will be based on agency
approved appraisals. Funding will be used for land acquisition (full fee and easements) only.

3
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b. Schedule Milestones
Contact with landowners is currently underway for properties with known habitat vafues. The
CALFED block grant will be used within three years. The National Fish apd Wildlife
Foundation will serve as fiscal agent in the distribution of the $5 million in CALFED grant
funds within three years. . '

c. Third Party Impacts
All properties will be acquired from willing sellers. Private landowner and agency staff
representatives sit on both the San Joaquin River Conservancy and San Jeaquin River Parkway
and Conservation Trust's Boards. No third party impacts are expected from the completion of
the Parkway Land Acquisition Program.

—— — .

V. APPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS
The WCRB, DFG, and the Conservancy are state agencies vested with the power to acquire land
for habitat protection purposes. The Parkway Trust and TPL are private, non-profit
organizations with the shared mission of assisting public agencies and private landowners in the
acquisition of land for habitat protection and public open space. For the past six years, the
group has worked together in the acquisition of land now managed as part of the Parkway.

VI. COMPLIANCE WITH STANDARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS

The applicants will comply with standard terms and conditions associated with a CALFED
grant award on or before the signing of the Final Contract.
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The acquisition of floodplain fands within the San Jeagquin River Parkway will help maintain
the natural nutrient cycle for dowastream habitat, prevent further loss of viparian zone and SRA
habitat, provide downsver benelits related to water quality and temperature, and permanently
protect foragiag habitar for birds and other forms of wildhife that relv oo the Parkway lands.
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Resident and migratory wateriowl, passerine, and raptor populations rely on this stretch of the
San }oaguin River for habitat, Some of the more common species include great blue herons,
egrets {rookery pictured above), Canada geese, wood duck. mailard, norther pintail, American
widgeon, cinnamon teal, great-horned owl, red-tiled bawk, red-shouldered hawk, and American
kestrel. Lands acquired with CAT FFD and marching funds will connect exising Parkway lands
and reserves, creating a contiguous habitat eorridor and improved opportunities for
management.
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The riparian and weiland communities {ound within the Saa Joaquin River bottom have
disappeared at au alarmiog rate - only 6% of the original habitat remains in the San Joaguin
Rever Parkway. The San joagquin River Parkway Land Acquisivion Program will prevent burther
foss of riparian zone, SRA babitat, and related stressors on the ecosysiem including reduced food
supplics for fish and wildlite and cover {or nesting habitat areas.
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This CALFED block gram reguest wilt be leveraged by other public funding sourves to acquire
crivical hablta lands from willing sellers along the San Joaguin River Parkway.
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Tuly 25,1997

Lester Snow, Executive Director
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite [ 155
Sacramento, CA 95814
- —
RE:  Acqguisition and Restoration of Riparian Habitat and Floodplain Lands along
the San Joaquin River

Dear Mr. Snow:

The San Joaquin River Parkway Land Acquisiticn Program and the San Joaquin River Riparian
Habitat Restoration Program share the common goal of restoring and permanently protecting the
river’s habitat resources.  Each program has submitted a separate r=quest for funding from
Catargory I of the CALFED Bay-Delia Program for activities related to restoration of riparian
habitat and floodplain lands along the San Joaquin River. The two proposals complement and
advance the overall river protection effort, both for the benefit of the riparian habitat and
floodplain and the Bay-Delta ecosystem. The two programs have formed & joint committee to
coordinate our efforts and ensure that progress to date along the river continues.  We are
hopeful that CALFED will support this collaborative effort by approving these requests for
funding.

Sincerely,

Wildlife Conservation Board Friant Water User's Authority
Depattment of Fish and Game Matural Resources Defense Council
San Joaquin River Conservancy Pacific Coast Federation of

San Joaquin River Parkway and Fishermen’s Associations

Conservation Trust
The Trust for Public Land
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FRESNQ METROPOLITAN FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT

File No. 720.62
July 24, 1997

Lester Snow, Executive Director
CALFED Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramentc CA 3*814

Dear Mr. Snow,

Acquisition and Restoration of Riparian and Floodplain Habxtat
Lande Along the San Joaguin River

The Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control Discrict has interest in the
preservation of the natural flood cenveyance capabilities of the
San Joaguin River. It is our understanding that the San Jeaquin
River Parkway Land Acguisition Program and the San Joaguin River
Riparian Habitat Restoration Program share this cbjective and have
submitted separate requests for funding frem Category IITI of the
CALFED Bay-Dalta Program. The requests, as we understand them, are
for acgquisition and restoration of riparian and floodplain hasmitat
lands aleong the San Joagquin River which are consistent with the
District’s interest.

It is our understanding the two programs have formed a joint
committes te coordinate efforts and ensure that progress to date
along the river centinues.

We are nopeful that CALFED will support this cecllaborative effort
by approving reguests for funding feor critical reaches of the San
Jeaquin River below Friant Dam.

Very truly yocurs

Doug :gvri

Seneral Manager-sSecretary

DH/ems
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