
CALFED BAY-DELTA PROGRAM
ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PRO.IECTS AND PROGRAMS

[. Executive Summary

Project Title and Applicant Name:

Big Break Acquisition (Lauritzen) East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD)

b. Project Description and Primary Biological]Ecological Objectives

EBP,.PD proposes to acquire 668 acres of open water, emergent tidal wetlands and riparian hahitat
to increase Big Break Regional Shoreline to 1,758 acres. The proposed acquisition meets the
biological and ecological objectives of the CALFED Bay-Delta Program by reducing stressors to
and protecting the shallow water and shaded riverine h~ltat of the Ddta smeR and splittail at Big
Break. Once the property is acquired, EBRPD wifi apply for additional Category III funding to
plan, design, knplement, monitor and manage future habitat enhancements at the site.
Implementation of phase one as described in this application will give EBRPD the opportunity to
create a hlrge wetland corridor at Big Break where up to 50 acres of new wetlands can be
established in the fiature to benefit species of concern in the western Delta.

The protection of this fiverine habitat from development through acquisition will directly benefit
the Delta smelt, longfin smelt, splittall, striped bass and migratory birds and indirectly benefit
green sturgeon, San Joaquin and East-side Delta tributaries fall-run chinook salmon, winter-run,
spring-run and late-fall run chinook saimon. Habitat for other species of enncern including the
fiver himprey, Sacramento perch and California black raft also will be protected

c. Approech~TasksiSchedule

EBRPD will acquire two parcels (37-180-4 and 37-180-11) west of and adjacent to Big Break
Regional Shoreline to increase the total acreage of publicly ovzned open water, emergent tidal
wetlands and riparian areas to 1,758 acres. The seller is willing. EBRPD’s Board of Directors
has authorized staffto negotiate with the property owner. Afiex the CALFED contract is
executed, EBRPD will complete negotiations and close escrow by October 30, 1998. Once the
acquisition is complete, EBRPD will respond to subscqueat CALFED RFPs to fund phases two
(design, environmental review, pern’mting plans and specifications) and three (construction and
monitoring).

d Justification for Project and Funding by CALFED

Acquisition at .Big Break meets the goals set forth in the CALFED Implememation Strategy by
focusing on species and habitats whose restoration will result in the greatest progress towards
achieving ecological health and improving water management for beneficial uses of the Bay-Delta
system.
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e Budget Costs and Third Party Impacts

Total Cost Estimate $8205,304
Request from CALFED $784,000 EBRPD Match $36,304

Acquisition would have no negative third party impacts. Beneficial third party impacts will
include increased recreational and educational opportunities.

f Applicant Qualifications

EBRPD operates as a Special Distr~et in Alameda and Contra Costa counties and is an
experienced land ms.nager. The General Fund opersting budget comes fi’om property taxes and
assessments levied in Alameda and Contra Costa coumies. EBRPD is experienced in
wetland/marsh restoration. In conjunction with U. S. Fish and Wddlife Service, the W’ddlife
Conservation Board and the California Coastal Conservancy, EBRPD is restoring and oparnling
marsh enhancement projects at Hayward Regional Shoreline and Coyote Hills l/e~onal Park on
south San Francisco Bay

g. Monitoring and Data Evaluation

Monitoring is not applicable to a:_,qnisitinn. A monitoring program will be developed for future
marsh restoration. EBRPD’s Stewardship staffconducts annual wildlife and botanical ~ on
the portions of Big Break presently owned by the District. The sarwys are conducted in
coordination with the California Department offish and Game and data is provided to the Natural
Diversity Data Base. Sur-v’eys will be expanded to the aeqnisition at project completion.

h. Local Support/Coordination with other Programs/Compatibility
with CALFED objectives.

Increased habitat promotion in the western Delta is supported by local, state and f~eral
legislators, Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors, and Iron Horse Sanitary District
adjacent landowner). In addition, the State Lands Commission and Department of Water
Resources have expressed interest in the project and the W’ddlife Cons~xvadon Board and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will consider cost sharing ffthe proposal is funded under the
CALFED Category IlI program. The Port of Stockton has expressed an interest in providing
clean dredge material for creation of emergent tidal wetlands and tipa.,dan habitat. Initial
telephone conversations indicate that approximately 100,000 to 180,000 cubic yards of e lean
dredged material would be available annually from maintenance dredging activities.

EBRPD also has entered into a MOU with Iron House Sanitary District, East County Schools,
Contra Costa County, Contra Costa Community College District, California State University at
Ha}ward, Contra Costa County Mosquito Almtement, Emerson Dairy, Sierra Club, Audubon
Society, and PG&E to create a Delta Science Center adjacent to Big Break.
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Title Pag¢

Title of project:

Big Break Acquisition (Lauri~en)

b. Name of Applic.a~t, Address, Phone, Fax, E-mail:

Pat O’Bfier~ General Manager
East Bay Regional Park District
P. O Box 5381
Oakland, CA 94605 Phone: (510) 635-0135
Fax: (510) 635-1417 E-Mail: Pobriea@ebparks.org

¢. Type of Organization and Tax Status:

A California Special District. Exempt.

d. Tax IdentLfication Number: 94-6000591

e. Technical and Financial Contact Person (s):

Technical:
Bob Doyle, Assistant Ganecal Manager
Advanced Planning, Land Acquisition and Regional Trails Division
Phone: (510) 635-0135 Fax: (510) 635-1417
E-MaiJ: B doyle@ebparks.org

Financial:
Susan E. Williams, Grants Specialist
Phone: (510) 635-0135 Fax: (510)635-1417
E-Mail: Swilliam@ebparks, org

f. Participants/Collaborators in Implementation:

East Bay Regional Park District is th~ lead agency and wi!l hold
title to the properly The shoreline will be open to the public and
accessible to the public education programs being planned by the
Iron House Sanitary District and the Delta Science C~nt~r.

g. RFP Project Group Type: R~ Estate Transaction
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Phase Three - Project Coustru,~ion and Mo~torlng

Phase three would include the pl~u:emem of dredge material in Big Break to create additional, tidal
emergent wetland and riparian habitat. Several preliminary sources for material have been
identified and may be brought in by barge from outside the area or may be pumped in from
maimananc¢ activities on the ad.iaceet Stockton Deep Water ship channel. The material used ,~ill
be flee of contaminants to minimize impacts to water quality. A detailed monitoring program will
measure the restoration goals of the project and meet the time line developed in coordination with
the California Department offish and Game and US. Fish and Wildlife Service as a par1 oftbe
pern~atting process.

b Location and/or geographic boundaries or’project

Big Break is located on the San ./oacluin River, north of unia~cporat ed Oa]dey in north-eastern
Contra Costa County. Jersey and Bethet Islands are situated to the north and east. Big Break
Marina, the DuPont marsh and the Antioch Bridge are located to the west. A location map is

Big Brcalc’s floodplain was convened to farmland during the last half of the nineteenth century.
Channel dredging and levee construction pushed the marsh to the north and eastern edges of the
County, but in the 1930’s the hiv~ failed and th~ islands were flooded. Thus, the name Big Break.
The levee was never repaired. The marsh began to ree~aerge aloag the shoreline and the shallow
water became habitat for the [Ndta smelt and other fisheries. To protect the emerging marsh from
eneroacklag msideet’~ development in 19:83, EBRPD accepted preservation and security
responsibilities for the wecdands outboard of Subdivision 6333 and accepted a 94 acre dedication
of open space. Twelve years later, 980 acres were added to Big Break Regional Shordin¢ when
EBRPD acquired Porter Ranch through acooperative ~g effort with the California
Resources Agency’s Habitat Conse~Tcation Fund.

With CALFED assistanc�, EBRPD proposes to acquire two parcds (37-180-4 and 37-180-1
668 acres, ag~acant to and west of Porter Ranch to create a protected habitat corridor of 1,758
aer~s. The parcels ar~ identified on the attached acquisition map.

c. Expected benefits

Acquisition will protect existing tidal emergant wetland, side channels and riparian zones from
developmeat and allow aatural wetland accretion. The f’ollowin8 stressocs identified by the
CALFED Delta tcchaieal team will be reduced substantially by the project:

destruction oftidaJ emergent wet/and and elJrnifmtioa of side chazmels and tributaries
loss of existing riparian zone
reduction of natural regeneration
threats from increased and poteotisJ ¢ontaminanr.s.
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Big Break was created when levis, constructed to drain the historic marsh, fa~led a.ud the
farmed land flooded. The existing wetlands, as valuable as they are, represent only a resection
of the wetlands that were present before diking. Opportu~fiea to restore historic w~lands in
ess~ern Contra Costa County are rare. Most of the socrounding land west of Big Break in
Antioch, Pittsburgh and on Jersey Island to the north is privately owned and is being flu’reed or
developed. To the south~ ]ronhouse Sanitmy District maimams a sewage treatment facility on
250 acres of agricultural land and owns an additional 2,900 acres on Jersey Island to the north
that is scheduled for sewage treatment facility development. Residential development is proposed
for the farmland located to the east of Big Break.

d. Background and biological/technical justification

Status and Trends Report on Aquatic Resources tn the San Fro~ctscn Estuary (March 1992)
prepared by the San Francisco Estuary Project show Big Break as one of the last strongholds for
the Delta sne.lt in the Sacramento-Sen Joaquin system. The shallow water habitat is critical for
the Delta smelt and for two other priority species identified by CALFED, the Sacramemo splittail
wlfich spawns in shallow water and the green sturgeon. Develop’me stripped bass larvae and
out-mi~’ating salmon also utilize the nutrient rich mixing zone for f~oding. Big Break provides a
critical uutrieut flow into the upper reaches of the salt/flesh water mixing zon~ which extends
downstream to Carquinez Strait. Protection of this valuable resource is critical to the suruival of
these species. The wetland and riparian halYltat also provides restin~ and nesting sites for
waterfowl and neotropical birds and several special status species are found at Big Break
including the California black rail, tel-colored blackbird, and seltmarsh common ye[Iowthroat.

The Atlas of Tidal and Formerly Tidal Wetla~s in Contra Costa Coun& recognizes Big Break
as an "Excellent Habitat Quality Site". Ordy deven of the sewnty eight county wide wetland sites
dcsctibed in the report hav~ received this designation. EBRPD’s ownership of this property wil!
protm.’t this valuable resource but much of the site contains large areas of water depth over 5 feet
with no ¢m~gnnt vegetation. Future phases of the restoration would allow EBRPD to czeate
additional shallow water habitat using dredge material fi)r the �~paneion and increased production
of the fish and wildlife species at Big Break.

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the California Department offish and Game have
identified shallow, fresh or slightly brackish backwater sloughs and edgewaters as critical habitat
for spawning for the Deha smelt and the Sacramento splittalL The habitat must include suitable
emergent and submerged plants to provide a substrate for egg attachment. The juveniles require
a shallow, protective, food-rich environment for rearing and development. Restoration and
enhancement objectives for these species are identifi~l in the Recovery Plan.for the
Sacramento/S~a Joaqutn Delta Natwe Fish (USFW, 1996) including the developmem of
sha!Iow-water habitat, riparian vegetation zones, and tida! marshes. Sp~-’ific actions i~lude fi’esh
and brackish water habitat for spav, rdv~ delta smelt, Sacramento spliltail, and Iongfin smelt and
tidal areas for rearing. Phase three of the proposed restoration at Big Break would help ment
these recovery objectives.
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Increasing wetlands in Big Break will increase nutrient cycling to the mixing zone of the western
Delta. The mixing zone depends on nutdem recruitment fiom upstream areas and nearby
marshes, such as Big Break, which become entrained where the freshwater from the Sacramento
and San lOarluin Privets.mix with saltwater from Sen Francisco Bay. The mixing zone produces
large populations of opossum shrimp and amphipods and is critical to the development of juvenile
striped bass and green sturgeon, and to a lesser extent out-migrating salmon, that feed in this
nutrient rich area. These populations have declined over the last 20 years and the creation of
additional wetland and riparian habitat at Big Break wotdd provide additional nutrients from
decaying orgamc matter to help boost production.

e. Proposed scope of work

EBP~D staff will negotiate and acquire 668 acres of open water, emergent tidal wetlands and
riparian habitat as phase one of the Big Break Restoration project to reduce identified srrasanrs
and protect habitat for the endangered Delta smelt.

Monitoring and data evaluation

Monitoring is not applicable to the acquisition. A full monitoring program will be developed for
future marsh restoration. EBRPD’s Stewardship gaffconducts annum wildlife surveys on the
portions of Big Break presently owned by the IMstdct. The surveys are conducted in coordination
with the California Department ofFish and Game and data is provided to the Natural Diversity
Data Base. Surveys will be expanded to all of Big Break when the acquisition is complete.

g. Implement ability

With an award ot’,$784,000 from CALFED, EBRPD will acquire two parcels (37-780-4 and 37-
180-11) west of and adjacent to existing parkland owned by the district known es Big Break
Regional Shoreline. EBKPD will match grant funds in the amount of $36,304 for a total project
cost est~aate of $820,304. The proposed ecquisition will irtcrease the total acreage of publiely
owned open water, emergent tidal wetlands and riparian habitat in eastern Contra Costa County
to 1,758 acres. EBRPD’s Board of dirt~tors has authorized staffto n~gntiate with the property
owner and the seller is willing. Once funds are awarded and the CALFED contract is signed,
EBRPD will open escrow, complete negotiations, and close by Octob~" 30, 1998. Once title has
been acquired, EBRPD will request Category III funding to prepare a restoration plan for the
1,758 acres of’shoreline at Big Break. The plan proposed as phase two will include design,
environmental review, permitting and eonstructioo plans and specifications to implement the
restoration During phase three as fimding allows, EBRPD will impletmmt the restoration plan
and monitor stressor reduction and ecological benefits projected as a result of marsh restoration.
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IV. Costs end Schedule to lmplemant Proposed Project

EBP.PD is requesting $784.000 from CALFED to acquire the Lanritzen Property,

a    Budgct Costs

I Project Phase Direct Direct Overhead Service Material Misc. & Total
mad Task Labor Salary Labor Contracts and other Cost

Hours and Acquisition Direct
Benefits Contracts Costs

Appraisal $9,617 $9,617
Completed
8/14/1995

EBRPD’s
General Fund

Environmental $6,052 $8,812
Assessment

Mapping and $2.760
Survey

EBRPD’s
General Fund

Project 250 $49.00 10% $13,475
Administration indirect
and cost rate
Negotiation

$12,250 $1,225
EBRPD’s
General Fund

Escrow and $4,400 $4,400
Closing Costs

ESRPD’s
General Fund

Purchase Price $784,000 $784,000

CALFED

Total $12,250 $1,225 $806,829 $820,304
8
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Schedule Mi|estones:

June 8~ 1988 EBRPD’s Board authorized negotiations
August !4, ! 995 Appraisal completed
September 12, 1996Notice orE×eruption filed
June 24. 1997 Environmental as,~ssment begun
July 28, 1997 Application submitted to CALFED
August 1997 Grant award
March 1998 Funding contract executed
June 1, 1998 Open escl’ow
October 30, 1998 Close e~crow
November 30, 1998Request reimbursement

c. Third Party Impacts

Acquisition would have no negative third party impacts. Beneficial third party impacts will
include inoreased recreational and education~l oppommities

V Applicant Qualifications:

EBRPD is a land and water management system of 88,000 acres of land in 50 regional parks
covering 1,745 ~unra miles operating under Sections 5500-5599 of the State Public Resources
Code. Seven directors are elected to the Governing Board. The General Manager raports to the
Board and s~pervises 775 permanent and seasonal employees. The Board authorized application
to the 1997 CALFED Bay~Dcita Ecosystem Restoration Program on June 18, 1997.

Over 84% ofEBRPD’s fi.mding comes from property tax and assessments The 1997 General
Fund Operating Budget is $48,5 million~ the Capital Budget is $17.8 million, and Debt $or~i~e is
$12.1 million, for total expenditures of $78.4 million. EBRPD is experianced in federal and state
grant administration, *ucoessfu~y completing some 400 pro.~Jti:~fing to $92,150,000.

Project Director: Bob Doyle, Assistant Gen~’al Man~ger, Advar~ed Planning, Lamt
Acquisition and Regional Trails Division

Bob Doyle has twenty two years experience with EBRPD and for the pa~ eleven yesrs has
supervise1 and managed the land acquisition dapartrnent. As Assistant General Manager for
A~vaneed Planning, Land Acquisition and Resionai Tr~S, Bob manages one ofthe largest land
~ trail d~licmion prosrmns in California and coordinates land use development d~:isions with
37 cities and two counties He supervises a 16 meml~er team of right-of-way prof~ssionais ~
advance #atoning sta~, a~t directs tea/estate ~ e~viroamental consultants, engin~.ws, appraisers
anti attorneys.
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A technical support team has bean formed fi’om Adv~ced PI~ Land Acquisition~
Stewardship, J~ma~ement Senates and Operations to implement the Big Break acquisition. The
team brings ex?erience in contract administration and resource management to the p~oject and is
committed to enhancing the natural resources of the western Delta.

St~ff is experienced in wetland restoration and enhancement. The team formed for Big Break is
consistent with the successful past performance at H~ard Ke~onal Shoreline where staff f~om
the Acquisition, Stewardship and Design departments has worked diligently to form tinancial and
operational partnerships vckh U. S. Fish and Wildlife, Wildlife Conservation Board, California
Department offish and C_nune, California Coastal Conservancy, San Francisco Bay Joint Venture
and North American Wetlands Conservation Council to enhance habitat for the salt marsh harcest
mouse and California clapper rail. EBRPD has also ancenssfully concluded marsh enhancement
projects at Coyote I-rdls Regional Shoreline and in conjunction ~ith the PoR of Oakland at Arrow
Head.Marsh at Martin Luther King, Jr. Regional Shoreline on San Francisco Bay.

EBRPD has entered into a MOU to assist in the creation of a Delta Science Center on Ironbous¢
Sarfita~ District property adjacent to Big Break Regional Shoreline. Acquisition is supported by
the U.S. Fish and Wddlife Service, California Depanmem offish and Game, State Assemblyman,
Tom Torlakson District 11; State Senator Richard R~inoy, Dis’~ict 7; h’onho~se Sanitary Dist, dct;
Mr. Diablo Audubon Society; and the City of Brentwood.

VI. Compliance with standard terms and conditions

[tc’~l I Standard Clauses-Contracts with Public Entities
EBRPD complies with state and federal law as set fiarth in Item 1 Standard Clauses-Contracts
with Public Entities and that Item 1 will be included as pm’t to of a final contract exncumd
between the Executive Director, CALFED Bay Delta Program or its designee, the National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation and EBKPD.

Non-Di~rimination Comp_ liance
EBRPD established an Affirmative Action Program in 1973 and actively pursues non-
discfimiantion goals as set forth in the Annual Work:force Diversity Report.
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EAST BAY REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT

RESOLUTION No. 1997-06- z55

June 18, 1997

AUTHORIZATION TO SUBMIT PROPOSALS TO THE
1997 CALFED BAY-DELTA ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROGRAM

TO INCREASE AND IMPROVE AQUATIC AND TERRESTRIAL HABITAT
__ ALONG THE SACRAMENTO/SAN JOAQUIN, SUISUN AND CARQUINEZ STRAIT

SHORELINE AT MARTINI::Z. BAY POINT. BIG BRF~.K AND OLD RIVER

WHEREAS, the East Bay Regional Park District activeF/seeks cooperative opportunit~s
to work with other agencies on projects that benefit resources, parks and wildlife in ~e East
Bay; and

WHEREAS, the State/Federal pro~rarn known as CALFED is expected to request
proposals for projects supporting watt" quality an~ habitat enhancements in the Delta area.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of the Esat Boy
Regional Park Disthct hereby declares the intent of submitting proposals to the CALFED grant
program consistent with the program priorities of water quality enhancement and habitat
pmteofion and restoration; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board authorizes and directs the General
Manager to prepare and submit such proposals as are appropriate to address pr~Jecto in the
Martinex, Pittsburg, Big Break and Old River areas, and to return to the Board with specific
project descriptions and recommendations for the appropriation of matching fun~s, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the General Manager is hereby authorized and
directed, on behalf of the District and in its ~ame, to execute and detiver such documents and
to do such acts as may be deemed necessary or appropriate to accomplish the intentions of
this resolution.

Moved by Director s~.r~.      , seconded by Director R.adke     , and adopted
this 18th day of June 1997 by the following vote:

FOR; Directors Jocelyn Combs, Beverly Lane, Ted Radke, Carol Severln,
Douglas Siden, Jean Sirl, John Sutter

AGAINST: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: None
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 REGIONAL pARKS ,
EAST BAY REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF EXEMPTION .....

PROJECT TITLE: Acquisition of Old La~itzen Property

PROJECT LOCATION: Southern sho~e and open water of Big Break,
northwest of Oakley, Contra Cesta Count~ ’ "’

PROJECT DESCRIpTtON: EBRPD proposes to ~;uire 668 a~es of v~ttand and upland
known as the Old Lau~tzen Property. The p~ will be presen/ed ~ open ~ and
wildlife habitat. No devetol~ment of the property is planned at this time, The properly
o:~nsists of appm~mately 53 ac~es of filled marshland on the southern shorn of Big Break,
with the baJance located offshore in open water, including reclaime~ portions of Dutch
Slough and San Joaquin River areas. The shallow open water supports spawning habitat
for the fed~aJly endangered Delta smelt. The acquLsitJon of this property will preserve one
of the few shallow open water areas remaining in the western San Joaquin/Sactamento
River delta.

The East Bay Regional Park Dis~ct (EBRPD) has ~eviewed this project and found it to be
exempt from CEQA, for the reasons indicated below:

Reasons why project is exempt:

~ec. 15313 - Acquisition of lands for wildlife conservation purposes.

Sec. 15325(a) - Transfer of own~ship of interest in land to preserve open space,
in order to preserve existing natural conditions.

Please inOicate clare Notice was posted on the enclosed copy and return for our records.

If you have any questions please c~ntac~ Dan Sykes, Park Planner at (510) ext.
2351.

Date: August 22, 1996

Chief, PlanninglStewar~Jsl~i~.,,l~F" I V E ~

......
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Yuly 25, 1997

Mr. Fat O’Bricn
Crmesal
E~t Bay Regional Park Di~iot
:R950 Perelta Oaks Court
Post O~ce Box 5381
Oak]m~d, CaLifornia 94605-0381

Dear Mr. O’Brien:

The purpose of t~i# ler, e~ is c.onv~ my st~pport for your ~_osyst~n restoration
propo.saJs t~ ~e CALFED Bay-Deka Pm~m. Tlm Big Brt, ak area is th~ &turn si¢� of
the Delta Sciera:~ Coat~. a ~’~o~-atiw, c~mmtafily.b a,sed o~fmt whld~ I Chair, and
ft~h~r public acquisition and restoration of the .,vedands and wat~ ~ours~ in
will carry not only slg~ific.~t benefits ~o biologieal i.~uzeas, but will also
opportunities for in~cpfetatiun earl rese~ch once &n Delta $~ieaoz Center is completed.
Likewise. eahancnmeat of the Farrel] Ptopea’~y in West Pirtsbarg would bring mtw.h
needed re.oration to a deg~ad~ wetland ~ My cons~meats haw a s¢mng interest m
restoring the health of the Del~a esosys’wrn to the benefit of both wildlife and human
activilies, and I support your effort~ to help accomplish this goal in eeatcm Contza Costa
County.

Sincerely,

a

JC:Ir
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILl ~LIFE SERVICE

~uly 25, 1997

Mr. Brad Olson, Environmental SpccialBt
Ka~t Bay Regional Park D~trict
P.O. Box 5381
Oakland, California 94605-0381

Subj©et: East Bay Regional Park District’s Category [H Wcdand Restoration Proposals

Dear Mr. Olson:

On July 16, 1997, Richard Moral of my staffwas ,:ialtexl by Ganrge P,~d path of Tetra Teeh, Inc.
who apprLwd ~ of tht~= proposed wetland acquis ~ tioa/resmration/enhancemeat projeots ia the
San Francisco Bay estuary. We uadersland that ~e East Bay Regional Pa~k Dis~’iet (DisB’ict) is
planning to submit these ~ CALFED Category Ill appliea~ious. These I~oposals are for Shell
Marsh near Alhambra Creek, the Farrell Preperty dear MeAvoy, and Big B~ak nenr Antioch.
We eomrnead the District for their interest in parsamg these projects.

The Shell and Fan’ell Property marsh projects appear to b~ projects that deserve our support; you
are seeking to restore these two siles to a aatural and high value eendifien by reversing physk:al
ennthtions ¢~eated in the past whea society und~r~tood far less the values and need to protect
tidal marshes. The Big Btcek project is slightly lcss certain in the nature of anahaneement
activifies to be p~; acqinal~ioa is an early md important phase of this project. We have
supported projects of the same concept in the pa~ and if foture habitat management activities
propesed for Big Break are consistent with o~r Dulta Native Fish P, goove~ P!an, we will he able
to madorse this project.

your proposals ~pear consistent with our missio~a and we supper yov~ request for Category lI~
fimds. Please, anbmtt a proposal to us for assistan ~� under our San Francisco Bay P~ograra if enst
sharing is needed. We can eoasider your preposm(s) in Fiscal Y~ar 1998.

Again, thanks for having your consultant share the� proposed prejeots and the potential for
f~ture parmerships with us. As our experience on 9re Loma has shewa, together we all can
accomplish more than we can individnally.

Sincerely,

,~� S. While
Field Supevvisor

cc: Tetra Tech, Inc. (George Redpath) by FAX 415-974-5914
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luiy 25, 199~

Executive Director

THE DELTA
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REGIONAL pARKS
EAS’r BAY REGIONAl. PARK DISTRICI"

Ju~ 18. ’~997 ........

Mr. Steve BaYoata                                                            ::~’- "’~
Executive Director
Delta Sc~ance Center                                                     ~-.,,
P.O. Box 1105
Oak~ey, CA 9456~

Dear Mr Barbara:

This ~etter is to confirm the status of ~e East Bay Regionat Park O~ct’s comm~ent to
constnJ~on of~e £~elta Science Center. As noted ~n ~ewous correspenderK:e, tt~ D/atpet
find= that the e~qvironmental educa~on oppor~unitie~ ptovide~ by thi~ propo=e¢l faci/tty
provate a s~gnificant opportunity for peb~Jc acce= and educattonal needs in ~ Delta Am,,.
The Di,=tfict also strongly =upgorts this grojec~ as an integral component in our ongoing effort to
acquire, re~tore, and provide pubii¢ access to the =aig Break area and adjacant ,=hemline
propert~N. Both the District and the Science Center are ,=eeking fund,= from CALFED for
different pha,=es of this regional effort, and you have requested a format cont~m~atJon of the
condition,= of our partnerst~ip,

The Dis~ct ha= previously extanded an offer of a challenge grant to the Delta Science Center
for the construction of your educational facility. The Diatffot’’= intent ha’= been to commit funds
from our Park, Recreation and Shoreline 0ond under a gro~sion that allow= the u~ of bond
fund’= to match funding for projects of mutual interest to the Oi=triot and other local ent~=, We
are in tempt of your July 18~h grant request and will be 0deging ~ forwan:i to tJle District
Boa~ in ,Setotembor w~th an a~rma~e staff recommendation for fundir~.

As you are aware, the District’s Measure AA funds are restricted to cal~ital a~lui~o~ and
devstopment, and cannot fund the planning or operation of fac=lities: therefore, the Diat~ct is
supeortwe of your CALFED a~oplication for planning wont that could provk:ie the mean’= of
moving forwan:l in a cooperat~ manner w~th the design and c¢n=truction of~te fatuity, Once
CALFED ha’= approved your application, the Oistriot rooks fo,-wam to wo~ing with you to
funding for conse’u~on of the facility.

Thank you for the oDportunity to su~Dort you in your work on this impertant project.
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