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~Auburn

dam
lives on

Flood-control plan doesnt
mean Doohttle is giving up-

By Gus Thomson
Journal Staff

Experts close to the issue say the possibili-
ty of 2 multipurpose Auburn dam is still very
:much alive — despite a new push for stepped-
up ﬂood conu;ol measures in Sacraméato that
stand sxlent op the much debated supcrstruc-

A Thé plan;;wmch Thciudes strcngthcnmg lev-
‘e&5 and raising Folsom dam, is backed by the
area s five congressional representatives. *

Key to the new proposal is support from
Congressmen . ..:John -
Doolntle, R-Rocklm and..
Robert . Matsii,” * D-
Sacramento. The' qbscn'c.e
of Auburn dam conces-

”".'
uuo'

sionis* last year kept Congressmam s,

Matsui’s flood-control - pgolittle is :
proposai from going for-

ward in - Congress. . re-energxzed.w
Doolittie was the Matsui _

bill's mairi combatant. = - .

Doolittle and Matsui ” .
will join together today -
in support.of 2 new plan
that pg(:'es * before Pthe — David Lopez,
House Subcommittec on Doolittle’s chief
Water ;z'nd . the - of staff
Enviromnment. -If it's = - ..
approved, it will then be .
taken up Thursday by the House Transponauon :
and Infrastructure Commilttee. .

The focus of the bill is flood control and
water supply for the foothills. It includes $100
million to construct facilities that would allow
the Placer County Water Agency to divert
117,000 acre-feet -of water fmm the
Sacramento River. T

"Jack Warren, a Placer County Water Agcncy
consulting engineer, said the new plan provides
‘Sacramento with an increase in flood protec-
tion to about 1 in 145 years — almost double

Please See DAM, Page A8

H—0014809

-’ .
-
<

H-001489



AB Wednesday, April 21, 1999

From page |

3

DAM:

‘Water agenty

what it has now.

official says
current proposal
puts’ debate to
‘a later time’
ConhnuedfmmPageAl

“Personally, if everythmb
happens the way Congressman
Doolittle proposes, it puts off
the dam decbate to a later

time,” he said. “They ve gonme -

quite 2 ways to xmprovc Sacra-
mento flood protection.” .

For: the Water Agency, the
new plan resolves many of ifs
problems that initially were to
have becn solved by construc-
tion of 2 dam, Warren saxd

Since dam construction was

put on hold in the mid-1970s;
the, Water- Agency has been
attempting to.find a way to
bring water it has rights to on
the American River to western
Placer County. It’s anarea that
is poxsed for résidential devel-
opment. At the'same time, it’s
contending with ground-water
depletion . issues  and future
agncunura! water supply ques-
tions, .
David Lopez, Doolittle's
chief of staff, said Tuesday
that the congressman won’t be
taking any breaks as advocate
of a multipurpose dam' at
Aubum. The ‘need. for more
water storage will spur hlm on,
he said.

The Sacramento-area con-
gressional delegation is behind
Doolittle’s stance on 2 dam,
Lopez said.

The improvements in the
bill would still fall short of the
one-:n-ZSO-ycars flood protec-

tion the U.S. Army Corps of -

Engineers consuiers safc he
said.

“Everyone was also sur-
prised at the outcome and the
determination that there is a
need for more storage,” Lopez.

“Most of* the ‘provisions are complementary t¢ a structure at Auburn and |
almost all the facilities have been part of past Auburn dam legislation.”

-

- Charles Casey, Friends of the River assot;iate conservation director .
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Residents of the Aubum area have long joked about the overlaok sugn, because there isn’t really any
dam to see. And if the current flood-protection plan is adopted by Congress, some believe that
would put off the building of a multi-purpose at Auburn dam for decades. But others, including the *
pohtxcaliy powerful U.S. Rep. John Doolittle, are determined to see it built sooner Father than later.

said. “Congrcssman Doolittle is
re-energized.”

Environmental groups have
already come out solidly
against the new flood control-
water supply proposal. Charles
Casey, Friends of the River

associate conservation director,

described it -as “political
hostage taking.” T
Matsui's plan  last year

earned support from a broad

cross‘eccuon of cnvxronmcntal
groups, including Friends of
the River. The new plan has
the Friends of the River,
Nariona} Wildlife Federation,
Planning 2and Conservation

League “and the chrra.Club~

lined vp in opposition.
Water supply -questions and

lack of environmental impact’

studies on the proposal are two
important issues that will have
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to be addrcsscd m Conorcss.
Casey said.

Casey - sa;d he also believes
the Avburn dam debate is far
from dead.

“It's a foor in the door”
Casey said, “Most of the pro-
visions are complementary to a
structure at Auburn and almost
all the facilities have been part
of past Avburn dam Jegisla-,
tion."” .
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