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Senator Costa, Assemblyman Maehado, and Committee Memher.~. good morning

and thank you ibr the opportunity to present our Water Year 2000 O~cmtionsPlm for ~¢

Federal Central Valley i’rqjoct,

Each month our ol~mfions office in coordinmion with the operations o~ee t?om

the Department of Water Resour~s p~pa~s a 12-month operations forecast for ~e

Central Valley P~ject (CVP). In order to be consislent wilh fl~e 1995 Winter-Run

Chinook ~lmon biological opinion we prepare a tbrecast at the 90 ~reent exeeed~n~

level h~dlology. This means ................,,, ....,~ t,~ a~ ,~ We also ~repare a

Included in the material we pi’ovideA to the c.ommittee are a tortes of datu’ts

depicting lhc planned oil;rations office CVP. Each cha.rt illustrates the, CVP reservoir

conditions at both the 90 and 50 percent l’oreeasts. These charts were I)ropared for a

presentation to our CVP contractors last week mid are based on. storage and tbrecast

condition,s as of December 31, 1999. We have marked each chart with the actual storage

levels as of midnight Janu~uy 26. At that time storage levels i~ Trinity, Shasta, and

Folsom Rose,weirs were at the prescribed flood conltol levels for this time of the year.

New Meiones Reserw~iv was slighlly below the flood eonlrol level and we anticipate

reaching thai level if ~he rainy patterns continue.

Four additiomd charts arc in t,v idcd to help describe the operations oi" the CVP in

the Delta and San I ,uis Ro~ervolr, Ag~fin these charts arc foi llofli the 90 alld 50 per~llt

excccdence levels of hYdrolo~,y. Nitaco the operations ofthe Delta are of interest to so
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many people, we have taken ti!e time to portray on the Delta and San Luis �~harts the

conditions as we Ibrecasicd as ofNc)vember 30, 1999 and ~s of December 3 I, 1999. This
is ~o sho~ how the conditions changed through the month of December, wlfich w~ a very

d~ month.

l’,’,xpot’t pttml.,i~ig at the Federal q"raey P’umping l~lant through the month of

D~ember wm~ m a level planned in our l)cuember fi)recast, Tile CVP operations ill~e

Delta during the month of December and up to today latwe bee~ planned in ac~rdance

will~ the Du~m~meni ~1’ In�crier’s; phm to use the 800,0~ aere-i~t of under Seetioa -

3406(b9(2) of the Central Valley Prqicct lmprnvament Act (CVPIA). In fae~ the uurrent

level of Federal s~.orage in Sm~ Luis reservoir is sligllly above that projected thr the end

of January.

We will conlim~c to plan mxd operate the CVP in acct)ldaace with the provisions

ofthe Water QualiW Control Plan and CVPIA, In saying float, we are also ~lly aware of

(he importance to the water users of an adequate waler supply each year. For ~at reason

we have been working thrm~gh the CALFED process a) p)~vide tools that can insure

t~ter water supplies wmle meeting rile e~avh’omnenlal needs. To da~e we have pursued

cools such asjoint pt)Jt~t ufdiversion, relaxation ofregulato~ standards that m~ke sense ¯

m~d can b~ done in m~ envi)’omntmtally responsible rammer, ~tl have sotigtll �)~t

oD~)rtunitie~ In acquire water, mainly muth of the Ddta.

On December 20, 1999 we sent 1o the State Water Resmm’~s Control iqoard an

application for joint point ~1" diversion, 1 hejoint-p¢)int will allow the CVP to use the

State export pumps once ~lIe State has filled its slat’age space in San Luis Reservoir south

of the Delta..If our ~q~plicmion is approv.c.d, we anticipate pumping up to 200,000 acre-

feet of water through the use ofjoint point, assuming continuation of rainy patterns aer()~.

the state. The applicmion is lxow out for public review, and we expect a decision thi.~

month,
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Through CA!.FED, wc h~ve also begun diset,ssiol~s with pro’ties south of the

Delia on acquiring water li~m~ grou,d w~ter ancl surface sottree~. This will provide

75,000 acre-feet of additional water during the summer depending on hydrologi.e

co~ditions. This ~ate,’, a~ with the water from joi,~t point ofdiversiot~, will allow lt~e

(,~VP to increase water supplies to user’s and address any w~l:er quality concerns caused by

low sunlmer storage levels in San Luis Reservoir.

The Dopm’tme~at of Wtttcr l~.¢sources i,~ pu~sulug upprtwal to L~erease its pumpi~lg

rates in I,qtc .~,,mmer to st, pporl Jl~ own de.mand~ lbr wotor end ~,~i~t in any low poi~!.

¯ problems h~ San I~uis Rese,’wfir. I)WR ~.~ working through the roigulatory prooos~ at thi~

time and expects to have approval in time tt~ begin ttle additional pumph~8 in July 2000.

~’~’inally, a recen~, change in the hydrology has altered regul~tory conditions ~ithin

the I~)ella. As part of the Wat.e~" Quality Control Plan, ll~e prt~ects may exporl water in

February at a rate of 35 to 45 percent ~fthe inl]ow. The precise ratio is determined by

tt~e prior rno~th’s inflow. Through the CAIoFEI.) Oper;~tions Group process we will seek

allowing the projects Io operale at the Ul.~per e~d of l]~e range. This could allow the CVP

t~.’, expt~rt any remaining eontracl year ~ 999 water for Cross Valley Canal c0ntraelors and

allow liar some pay-back to the State for it..’; p~rticipalio~ in last year’s ope.ration trader

CVPIA Section 3406(b)(2) operz,.ti~ms.

Thank yn, fo~" the ~ppo,’h~fity u~ explain our pltumed operations, l’d be hapl~y to

answer m~ty t~uestio~s you may ha’~,e.
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