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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
HEeological Barvices
Bacranento Field Office

N 3310 E1 Camino Avenue, Suite 130
ﬁﬁfﬁ§§3m1“ Sacramento, Galiforula 35821-6340

July 9, 1996

‘Mr. LesUer Snow

Director ‘

CALFED Bay-Delta Program

141¢é Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramentn, California 95814

Subject: Gomments -on CALFED Bay-Delta Program Drafe Alternatives
dated March 14, 1996 and the Alternative Appendix dated
Marcsh 21, 1996

Degr Mr. Snow:

The U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service (Serviee) has reviewed the Draft
AlLernatives dated Mareh 14, 1806 and the Alrarnative Appendix dated March 21,
1986, Informal comments have been provided to your staff at a varlety of
meetings. The Service has seversl concarns which need tuv be addressed as the
program proceeds to refine alternative components and te analyze impacts of
those actions on fish and wildlife. Enclosed te assist you and your staff
with program developmenlt ate wur written comments. ’

' We beliava Lhat the goal of scosyatem rastorationm should be te achieve 2 net
ain in fish and wildlifa resources ovey time, vather than merely slow Lhe
eeline of species or =mtablilize exisuing gopulatiun levels and that the

programs preferred/selected alternative should reflect this goal., Althwugh
the emvironmental impact statement will be programmatic in nature, the
exiscing baseline wil]l need to be carefully defined, program components and
their operations will nesd to be in sufficlent detail to analyze their effects
on fich and wildlife, and unproven technology must be used with care both in
making assumptions for ilmpact analysis and in attributing benefits. In
addition, alternatives or Cheir components should net further degrade the
exigting conditions within the Bay-Delrta wnor transfer signlflcant impacts to
other peographical areas oy habitats,

The covperative interaction with you and your staff to date is apprecisted and
we anticipate working topether to prepare an euvivonmenLal dogument which will
enable each of our agencles to make difficult manspement decisions in the
future concerning the Bay-Delta. '

- If vou have questions, please contact Jean Elder at (916) 979-2733 ox
Mike Thabault at {(81l6) 9728.2752.

Sincerely,

_— ,C_Agﬂ{?@%
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cg: ARD-ES, Portland, OR
California 3tate Suparviser, Sacramento, GCA
Project Leader, Sacramento/%an Joaquin Estuary FRO, Stockiun
Project Leadar, Northern Central Valley FWO, Red Bluff
AFS, Endangered Species Diviagion, Sacraments '
AF5, Habitst Conservation Division, Sacramento
AFG, Fnviremmental Contaminants Division, Sacramento
Program Manager, Central Valley Fish and Wildlife Reat., Office, Sacramento
USBR (Attn: Cindy Darling), Sacramente
EPA (Attn: Pslma Risler), Sacramento
NMFS (Attn: Chris Mobely), Sacrauento
COE (ArTetn: Jim Monroe), Saoramento
CDFG (Attn: Pete Chadwick}, Sacramento
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