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the best opportunity for i~tially cnga~i~.g and working with tl~m in watershed plmming
managenmm. Th~s¢ ~ger~ics’ popular rcpumtiom oRen enable ~hem to be the spollsor or
facilitator of local cooperative watersh~ groups, and their expertise cann~ afford to be
lost due to inadequate lmdgets." Such local w~¢~h~I g~o~ wool ~so play a key role
tn waterat,~ a~sossment and monitoring efforts. It is our belief that pm’ti~ipation in
co~-based waterfl~! efforts tram be voluntary and must avoid tl~ "top-down"

In c, or~iusion, we ~lieve that de~lolm’~nt of a stat~wid~ wate.rd~d mamgement
strateg~ is important and that since RCDs ar~ loeat~ in all parts of th~ sta1~ and are the
logical focal point for coordimting ~ Sine ~ad F~eral ¢ffort~ t~y could be of great
assistan~ to tl~ Cal-Fed, Bay.I~lta process. Please fe~l fr~ to contact m~ or our
~iw Dit~’ctor, Tom Wehrk to learn more about RCDs and th~ ability to help. Our
CARCD offi~ addr~s is:

801 K StreW, Suite 1318
8a~tarn~nto, California 95814
(916)-447-7237     FAX (~!6)-447-2532

My address is: Donna Tt~mas
8 t 58 Panorama Trai|
Inyokem, California, 93$27-2036
Phono and FAX: (760) 377-4525

Thank you for this opporttmity to give input to the CalFed Bay-Delta Program. I arn
sorry that I am not able to attend today’s n~eting, but 1 hope that these written eoran~nts
will prove useful to the Bay-Delta Advisory Council.

Sincerely,

Donna Thomas, Pt~ident, California Association of
Resource Conservation Districts
Director on local board of Eastern Kern

CotmtyRCD
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