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Everglades Restoration Plan Upsets Rural Florida Town
¯ passes the state’s most populoussay they need to retake more thanany sale price would ever make

Its residents have ~ou~l~. But the project also dd~-200,000 acres of mostly agricultur-them whole again. Many East Ev-

little say in buyout
,~ ....... , ~ ~, ~ rupted the natural southward w2- al land slid a few poptllated tracts, erglades homes were rebuilt or

ter flow that nourished plants andprominent among them East Ever-derwent major repairs ~fter the
animals in the protected Ever-glades. The buyout in East Ever-area was hit by Hurricane Andrew

ByMlreyaNavarro glades arid fisberies in Ftorida Bay,glades was auihorized under resto-in 1992.
N~ro,~,-~, [ endangering an ecosystem unlikeration efforts that preceded the HectorandGaorginaBeceiro, aany other in the world, proposed new plan, said officialsretired couple who moved into theMiami To try to undo the damage, fed-o~ the Army Corps of Engineers. area in 1975, spending five yearsThe way some residents tell it, eral and state officials announced Many East Everglades rest-building their house on 2½ acres,the area on the edge of the Ever- in October the comprehensivedents and their supporters saidwhere they grow plantains andgla0es National Park known as $8 billion plan, whichis subject to that as nature lovers they wouldtangerines, say it will take a courtEaac Everglades can have all the congressional approval. It calls forunderstand the need to give theorder to get them out.The ashes ofcharm of a swamp -- flooding, reconstructing the flood controlland back to the Everglades in or-her father, who once lived withmosquitoes, remoteness. But the system and acquiring land to re-der to ensure its health. But manythem, are scattered around thesame residents describe the bright capture through new reservoirsrefuse to believe that their dis-property according to his wishes,side of the neighborhood as "magi- and channels most of the fresh we-placement is necessary to restorethe family said.car’ and "breathtaking." ter that is now channeled to thewater flow to the park. "I’m 67," said Beceiro, a retired’"1"he privacy, the quality of the sea and to help restore the slow The acrimony over the current salesmah. "Do you know what it’sair, the low noise, the safety, the ~r~’wro)rn~ flow of water that" seeped acrossplan underscores the pain in-like to have to start over at 67? Canspiritual contact with nature," said Madellne Fontcdne in her back yard in East ~verglade~, Fla., the Everglades for centuries, volved in the displacement of hun-the government pay me for all theJose Exposito, 38, an East Ever-where the st~le wants to buy out 1,400 property owners. For that, government officials dreds of residents and doubts thathours of work over 23 years?"glades resident and the owner of

an orchid business. "It’s Just a waysate them for wiping out their is a promise he said he might not
of life you don’t find anywhere." homes and businesses, which start-be able to keep somewhere else.

That way of life is about to end ed developing in the 1950s. TheAnd neighbors include Berta and , .. ~.
for the area, about 25 miles west ofarea, an eclectic collection of smallHumbert~ Valdes, who built their ... .
Miami. Exposito’s rural neighbor- farms, ranches and cement.block 2,800-square.foot home in 1979 as a ~..~
hood, government officials say,homes on plots of several acres,haven to raise five sons and had ~,’ ~’~..’~ ~    ~"
stands as one of the obstacles to aoozes self-sufficiency, planned to grow mamey tre~s to . ; .. ~ ",
comprehensive effort to repair the There are no government ser-support their retirement.
vast expanse of wetlands that isvices such as trash collection or "You can’t compensate 20years ....
the Everglades. door.to-door mail delivery, and if a of a lifetime," said Berta Valdes,

Officials of the South Florida . f~7~k~ y0~JF ’Water Management District, .the "~"
~agency that oversees flood protec-"The privacy, the quality of the air, the ¯ >
tlon and water supply for 16 coun- lOW noise, the safety It’s just a way of ~if~ COURtties, voted last month to spend " " ’
about )120 million to buy out thelife you don’tfind anywhere." Fossil BI ’ ’1,400 landowners in East Ever- ~ TiC ,i!I ’:
glades area by the year 2002. Those -- JOSE EXPOSITO, East Everglades resident Digitally counts up the .... "’: "~
who refuse to sell will have their seconds on the dlal
properties condemned, officialshouse should catch fire, residents48, a teacher. "We did everything In a king-size way..
said. say, it would probably burn down right to build our family house, Metal bracelet, $65

Officials of the water manage-before firefighters could reach itour retirement house. Our future Rubber strap, $55
ment agency say plans are foron the pothole-filled dirt strips retirement income is gone." - ?.
most of the area of 6,0(}0 acres tothey call roads. Just like the Everglades, the¯ .._ ’ . .... .have continuous standing water But residents say all troubles community has become a casualty": ::: ’ ’
once the residents are gone, asare forgotten at the sight of an Ev-of what Everglades preservation-

i~i~..~’ ~’*: "Ithey try to restore the flow of we- erglades sunset or with the feelingists call a monumental environ-:’/’ ~:~: ’; ’
ter to the Everglades Nationalof independence that comes withmental mistake ~ ditching and~,, .Park. their isolation. Among the rest- draining that started in 1947 as a

"This is one of these crucialdents, most of Hispanic descent,flood-control project mandated by
components" for restoration, saidare breeders of birds, fish andCongress.
Mark Kraus, conservation director snakes, growers of tropical crops ~ ,." ¯ ,j
for the Everglades office of thelike mamey, papaya guava, and It resulted in the loss of about ¯ ~,:. -
National Audubon Society, "and those who assert their privacy half ot the Everglades’ 4 million
the people living in the area arewith signs like, "No Trespassing. acres to agricultural production
victims of circumstance. We sup- Sniper on Duty." and urban development and el- -,, ~
port the plan for buyout but we Now, some fences also featurelowed rural communities like East " - 71 ""..i
know there’s a human factor heresigns reading, ’q’hl~ land and myEverglades to’spring up even out.
and there ought to be fair treat-lffe are not for saIe." side flood protection zones. : , ~.: :’. . " :.~ ~ : ;:’~’..!i ’
ment~idlng relocation costs." Businesses include Exposito’s The project by the Arm~l~PS ¯ ~ ’, ".... ,:~’ ,, ,~ ,,= ......

Btrglades neighbors say Sores Orchids, whose motto, "an of Engineers spurred grlin Foss,l’~"~alche$.a*e ~nm~lea" ~-~’ear      ma.u,aclu,or’s.artao~V M~e, llss~)lemmaynolt~valla~el.e.stg$10,s
money~r’oes not begin to compen- exquisite encounter with nature," South Florida. which today’~ll~m- Fo~ warranty ~e~a~s. w,le to Cons,me~ Walzant,es. P0 Box 5~039. Ph0ea~x. AL 85072 For ~one oi0ei$ ca)l


