
San Diego County   .  ,Water Authority
3211 Fifth Avenue ¯ Son Diego, Colifornlo 92103-5718

(619) 682-410~ FAX (619) 297-0~11

November |0, L998                                                                   .

l es’~er
Executive Director
CaWed B~y-Delm Progrm~
14!6 Ninth St.
Sacrmnen~o, CA 958! 4

_~ fax: c) l ~,-654-9780

Re: Early ~,.~view dratt of Water Trat~sfer Program Appendix

Dear Lento..-:

Th~nk you tbr the opportunity to review the dratt of CalFed’s Water
Progran~ Appendix ~d the ~a~ for the draft revised Ph~e ii Kepo~. Over~l, the
S~ Diego County Water Au~ority finds the~e to b~ wo~hwh~l~ doo~ts th.t
r~oroagtaly examine the issues at ~d. We agree wi~ ~e asse~on in ~he ~un~ary
wa~er uan~ t~rs are an imposer wa~er m~gement tool in Califo~ia and h~ve the
"~po~eatial to play an even more signit~e~tt role in ~he thtm’e."

Ia geaera], the Author~ ~lieves ~hal ~h~ in~rff,f~m~al #zmew~rk pmpn~ed hy
CoiFed mus~ enco~age ~d Ihcilim[e water freshets, no~ place mote roadbloc~ in their
pat&. it. shoald provide fnir, timely procc~re~ Ibr ddtemxining the n~ail~b{li~y of
conveyance capacity and otlhr appropriate proration or mitigation for impacts caused by
tr~t~rs. Our specitie comments tbllow:

The imroductions to both the summ~y ~d the appeMix contendthat a wa~er
~m~k.r is not a source of wo~er, but ra~er a ~meeh~sm to reNloeate existing
supplies." To say ~a~ the p~y~ical act of lraasfe=ing water does ao~ create a
new supply ,s an act of semantics. !f one agency consoles water that
othe~ise would be [o~t for future use and tr~st)rs Nat wa~er to ~other
age~cy, a new .supply ~s created de.facto for ~se receiving &e water.

. SeCtion 1-2 (The Role of Water Transt?rs in Water M~ag~ent) resets to
tr~n~l~r~ de~g~md tu help meet exi~tit,~ ot prujecte~ ~u~m~ domed ove~’
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Comments r.n water ;rans]~r documents

~vailabI~ ~o th~ seller," Th~s implies a loss m ~, agency selling ~ wa~er.
However. when ~he selier conserves flxe water ~or a Iranst~r i~ will not lose
~ny~Mng in temas of production, ao~ will its se~ice are~ suffer a signific~t
c¢onomi~ imp~-

5;ceding !.2.1 (Relationship to O~er ~rogr~ Com~nems) Identifies
insufficient storage =d eoavey~ee capaciW ~ a ~otem~ impediment m
tr~sfers, tt cites the ex~ple of water conse~ed during i~gation system

yew. However, ~ ~i~ example ~here may not he ~y sho~ge of storage
~:apaci~y, bec~se wa~er a~endy must be stored for l~tut� irHgudott

¯ We agree with Lhe recognition in Secaon 1.2. ! that ~ansfer~ help m once,age
the effieiem use of~ater. In fl~s lighI, we suggesI ~Mt "’Eneo~gemen, of
w~,er-use e~]eiency" be added ,o the "Wmer Trmsfers F~efio~ ~d
Benefitg’ box on page 1 of~e W~ter Troffer Progr~ Su~y of the
l’~se !I

# Section 2 (Water Tr~sfers Defined) of,he ~pendix notes that."h~dreds of
thou~d~ of acre-feet of wa~er ~e tr~s*h=ed between wfllhag 9mies" every
year in Caliib~a. ~ile ~e~ate on i~s face, finis ~a~ement di~tort~ the
55~fion tha~ C~Fud needs to ~&ess. As ~e section goes on to state, almost

to ~o~er, genern!ty wiIhin ,h~ Sine b~M. Most of the cu~ent interest in
tr~s*~rs revolves ~ound ~ns~ti0n~ be~een agricultural and
a~encies. Very t~w of zhese ~,sfets have t~en place, especially during
nomml s~pply condidon~, ~d the problems t~t require solutions involve

:;ec~mn 3.4 (Tectm~cal, Operational and Administrative Rules} ~hould address
l~rotection of water figh~. Some imeres~ed p~es who have q~sfioned
potential long-te~ ~sfers fe~ s~h ~ransaefions ~11 result in the eventu~
]o~ of~e~ riglats to the wa~er being ~old.

:~ection 3.4:also sllouId consider the question of lower-priority uses of wa~cr.
I%r example, if an agency wi~h a ~gher prioriw to water consoles some of

supply, it should be able to tryster tha~ wa~er to ~o~her ~eney. CoiFed
,~ay he able to help c!~ify the ~ituafion ~d M so doing he19 to encourage
wa~er conservation ~d water ~sfers.
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P~ge 3

Section 3,5 (.~eeling ~d Access to Federal ~d ~a~e Com, ey~ce Facilities)
This section ~ho~ld rcco8**~c ~l~t aCces~ m regional con~ey~ce facilities ~s
necess~ ff California ~s m enjoy m effici~m storewide w~er m~k~. Not
~st~rs require ~e ~e of federal or stale facilities.

. Section 3.5 a~se~s ~ha~ ’~e is no~ predictable cap.it)," for ~ansfers in the
8mze Wa~er Projec~ (SWP) ~d e,nual VMlcy P~oj~c~ (CVP). We agree
convey~ce calcify for transfers is limited and unpNdictable when wa~er is
~eing moved t~om nog~ of~e Delta m ~ou~ of the Delta; Convey~ee
aapa~ity o~a is available on a predictable basis in other r~aches of the
Onee~e ~ti~io~! eon~aims ~e removea, a Nll-fle~ged mm’ke~ em exis~

rMs same scedon aho looks a~ fl~e question of how wheeling costs should be
,;alcula~ed. I~ offers one "po~entiN solution onion," bat ignoreg ~e most

,2ode -- "~Joim Use of Capacity ~d ~ater Coavey~ce Facilities") reg~ding
wha~ an ~eney may e!~ge for wh~e!~g water ~’ough i~ facilities.

The list of cri~eria that C~lFed is using to gu.id~ i~s policy-love!
recommendations coaceming ~ansfers includes the following: "The impac~
~he risen integrity of ~e districts ~d on ~he economy of agricN,~at
t;o~unifies ha ~nuree and receiving ~e~ ¢~ot be i~noredY T~ item
~eeds d~ificarion. ~at ~ype of impacts on ~e receiving m’eas are
~ontemphted?

’t’~e Wa~er Trmsfers ~fo~ation Cle~Nghouse (Section4.4. I) iz a
potentiNly u~N1 re~a~ce. It is impo~anr rhar the clearinghouse hgve a
limited scope ~at focuses on the co!lecfion, ~sembly ~d d[sse~tion of
info~ation on ~fbr~ to interested p~tics. It should be a
iafomx~tioml resource wirhouz ~y regdato~, advisory or advocacy role.
~hoNd provide x~b~ation for u~e by interested panics. It should not perform
rose,oh or offer reco~endations reg~ding s0ecitic ,transfers.

, ,cotton 4.6.1 (Foreeast~g ~d Diselos~e o£ AvMlab!e Cap,W)
roe state mad feder~ gove~uents will "’forecas~ ~d disclose potentia!
conveymace capachy :,: fur cross-Delta wa~er tr~sfers." This info~ation will
l:e vital to tr~sfers rha~ move wa~er across the Delia, bu~ m~y potential
t "ms~ers in ~he ~ht~e will not cross ~he Delta bur wil!~ none~ele~s require
nccess to ~tate or federal conveymlee ~hcilifies. The forecast and
vrovisions theretbre should include all reaches of~e SWP and CVP.
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06:29pm From- T-344 P.05/0T F-288

Comments r,n water gansfer do¢~ment~
Pag~ 4

Aga..n, ~e apprecime ~e ch~ee to give you a~ co~entz on the-draft CalFed’s
Water T~:~t~r Progr~ Appendix ~td s~am~y tbr ~e dra~ revised Phase II Repot.
Please con,;tct me ffyou have m~y questions about o~ comme~t~.

Sincerety,

GoNo~ A. Hess
Director, Imported Water Depanmen~

Attacl~e~l: S~ Diego Co~a~ Water Authority CalFed Wa~er Trmasfer Policy PHnc~ples
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