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By Glen Morgin
Chronicle St Wrllar -

Environmentalists and " fisher-
=« tesadvoezies are biasting a2 Clinton

mlmnnstral!un plan to pump wa-
S ter from the Sacramento River
L5 Delia 1 ahuge Central Valley irsi-

B Y-DELTA PROE B

= X pation district, claiming & threat-

T cns a rare run of chinonk salmon
d:md abrogates a historic agree-

102 went 10 protect the Delta’s ecdo-
<+ Y.

‘ 3 The ptan — which was ap-

< proved yesterday by the California

‘Water Resources Control Board —
calls for pumping wp to 130000 ex-
tra acre feet of water i November
and Pecember 1o the Westlands
Water Distclct, & 600,000-acre agif-
cultural regiom in Fresmo and
Kings counties that normally re-
ceives about 1 mifllion acre teet of
water from the Delta under state
and federal contracts.

Stephen Ottemoeller, divector -
of rezources Jor the Westlands Wa-
ter Distzict, sajd the pumplng
payhack for redweed pumplng in

Delm Wai'er Pumping Called Threat to Salmon

l:eleagmed Snn Jonqum mlnm
salmon,

But emlmnmemhllm dislike
the policy hecause it would occur
during the peak of the downriver
migmﬁnn “of .young Sacramento
River 3 chinook aalmon,
acandidate for the state and fedar-
al endangered speches ists,

Fish mortality can be extreme-
Iy highin the Dolta when the buge
federal and -state water pmjent
BRIMps ke rinning,

lmt we're not tutally surprised,”
said David Behar, execniive direc-
tor of the BayInstitute, aSausslito-
hased lobby grouprdevoted (o pres-
exvation of lhe Deilta and San
Fraoeisco Bay.

“This reatly threatens a fishery

_that is already in serious troukle,”

said Behar, who clams that i€ vio-
lates the spirit of the Bay-Delis, an
apreement between govermment

regulators, envivenmentalists and
iatmers concluded In Yecemher
Lo S

Srdekdcr San Franclses E\tonitlc AI?. :

caalition will send a letter to the
state Water Resources Cantrof
Board on Manday protesting the
decision to allow extra pumplig
untess spring run proteclians are
strengthened,

But U.S. Deputy Secrelary of
Tnterior John Garamendt said the
pumping shonldn't have z negs-
tive impact en the spring vun chi
nooks.

“We are confident that this fall
pumping witl nol adversely Itnpact
the hiological resourees in the del-
ia,” said Garamead). “Fhis entire
operstion is a4 cubmination of fa
state and federal) work group that

; . . focused on estalillshing protective
_ thespringalmedatpreservingthe  "“We're shocked and outraged, - penarsaida fisherias advocacy - conditions during the pumgiog.”
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