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February‘21, 1996

Lester'Snow ' . o D
CalFed ' : S :

Dear Lester.”

Thanks for sending me a copy of the draft :
alternatives handbock. At this point it would be hard
to select any one of the alternatives, since a.
combination of several of them would probably provide
maximum benefits. However, I suggest you terminate any
further consideration of the "east side canal" and its
I understand that such a project .might have
environmental benefits if operated correctly, but I ‘
think. those benefits are far outweighed by the :
potential damdge such a canal could cause with only o
minor changes in operation.

. Unlike the peripheral canal, the east side canal

N

-could release water into truly foreign drainages,

causing severe fish migration disruption. The
potential for damaglng diversions from the Sacramento
Valley streams is also very large.

I realize -that these arguments have and will be.
made regarding circum-Delta. facilities. But such a ' -

facility is pretty clearly needed to solve some very
‘serious problems in the Delta.
- tributary problems can and should be solved within |

~thelr own watersheds, and not by lmportlng waterxr, from

I believe that the

different watersheds.. _ : S
. Thanks for the opportunlty to offer these '
comments.

}bést persohal regards,
Gerald H. Meral
Executive Director

.
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