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Honorable Byton Sher, Chairman

Budgzet and Fiscal Raview Subcommittes #2
Stare Capitol, Room 2082

Sacramento, CA 95814

_ Dear Seqamor Shen Wildlife Conservation Board
Budgex Frem 3600-301-0001

Iamwmingwreqlmyonrasmmncamprcwdmgﬁmdmgtothawwhfe Conservation
Board (WCE) for the purpose of acquiring critical lands for the benefit of floodplain
manzgement, farmland protection, and wildlife habitar enhancement in the north Delta and the
Cosumnies River Praserve (CRP).

The CRP has beeu ane of the state’s most innovagve efforts in building 2 cooperative program
that is friendly to farmexs, the public, and o wildlife. The CRP has cagendersd strong public
mppcrtmpattbecauscofcffonswenhanccpubﬂcmsonCRledsmdsmmarby
privare lands.

One of these privare propesties is Staten Island, which is now an the market. Over the past
several years. the farming operations on this island have been managed {or the benefix of
waterfow! and migratory birds while at the same time geoerating sufficient fam related Incomse
1o responsibly manege the farmland infrasmucture and maintain the levess. In cooperation with
public and private groups, the landowners have been willing to provide limized public access.
The potential sale of this property puts the habitat and the public accass at risk,

The purchase of this property with the assistance of the state presents not only the chance to
acquire scarce habitas but aa opportanity to address future costs associated with the
of this and other properdes in the area.- I am proposing thar the WCB purchase Staten Island
with the requirement that fotnre farm celated reveunes be dedicated to the cperation and
maintenzance of CRP lands and other habitat lands in the noxth Deka. Earmarking these revenues
far this purpose will ke2p this money in the local economy, avoid foture management problems,
;r:i:‘ddmsscnmut deficienciey in operational funding for state-owned babirat and razreational
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Page Twa
Homorable Byron Sher

To address the accelerating rate of farmland conversion and the loss of babitat in ways that
vegatively affect the substartial investment made by all the poblic aud private enrities it js
necessary to take impertant steps thig year to secure the CRP's futnre. My proposal is contxined
in the following budget languags:

3600-301-0001 ~ For capital outlay, Wildlife Conservarion Boerd. ..........575,000,000

. Provigions:

Funds appropriated by this item shail be nsed by the board as follows:

1. Forty millica (S40,000,000) shail e spent for the acquisition of the property known
#s Staten [sland in the form of grants to & non-profit coeporation to manage for
farmiand protectiom, wildlife habitat, and flood management benefits. The property
shall rermain substantially in its cnrreat aprienitaral use, with modificstions s )
appropriate to provide water quality, flood control, and wildlife protection benefits,
Revenuss derived from the property shell be retained locally for use in the
management of this property and the furtherance of fermland profection and wildlife
habitat management objectives ju the nocth Delta 25 set forth in an wanwsd
prepared by the governing body of the non-profit corporstion. Such anvual budget
mdmanmulallocanenwanopemmgmmﬁmdshanbowovedbyme
Scoretary of Resources, Ay revenues in excess of those gpproved by the Secretary,
which will include sapport for the Departnent of Fish end Gams persounel, shall be
retwrned to the Fish and Game Preservation Fund,

2. Tweuty five million ($25,000,000) shall be spent for tha acquisition of 1and fitles or
congervarion casements west of Interstate 5 in Saeramento end San Joaguin Counties
farmepurposcofprmecmlgpublicandpmaﬁehabxmlands. All ands shall remain

in agricularral production in 2 manner that does not pose threats to migratory birds,

3. $10million (510,000,000) shall be spent for the sequisition of propesty to reduce the
threat of urban encroachment on lands within the Cosumnes River Preserve.

Thank you for your attention to this reguest, Heasenmtact me if youa have any questions.

Seazror, 5™ District
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