
THE SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE m WEDNESDAY, SE~R 8, 1999̄  YTvdng these problems is as complex as

~ . the Bay-Delta estuary itsdf. Quick-fix at-.
tempts over the last few decades to ad~

OPINION consistently nm into roadblocks, both po-.
litical and physical. The result: disagree-"
ments, delays, lawsuits and a general cli-
mate of mistrust among those competing
for water. Meanwhile, the Bay-Delta con-..
finues to decline.

II II I I    I I The crus .b.~tg drought from 1987-92 e~"

Bay Delta~ no longer be ignored. In 1995, in response
to this crisis, the state of California and the
Clinton administration entered into a his-

solution toric cooperative effort called the CalFed
Bay-Delta Program. ,,

¯ ¯ In the last four years, technical experts,
~. state and federal offidals, and stakeholders

is worth
have been working steadily toward a solu-
tion to these problems under the umbrella
of CaIFed.

As the program has progressed toward a

restore health to the ecosystem. Over the.
past three years, the CalFed Bay-Delta Pr~-

"̄ gram has prodded 8177 rrgllion in ftmding
for ecosystem restora~on proiects. In 1999,
885 million rriore is av~able for similar

By MichaeI, Madigan projects.

A group of state and federal goverzz-.. CalFed’s latest milestone is the June re-
ment agencies worldng with ~ ]ease of a report in which a proposed blue-
interests from throughout Califorma print for a long-term solution is presente .d.

has come.forth with a proposed solution to This is no quick fix. It has required corn-. ~
t̄he decades-long envh-onmental and water prorrdses and commitments from everyone
management problems o~ Ca~ornJa’s Ba)f- invo]ved. ¯
Delta system. " A ~-evised draft environmental document

Here in San I)Jego, local residents hav~ contah’dng the framework of a Bay-Delta.
done a good job of airing theLr views on solution was released for public review and
such issues as growth, Lransportafion and comment June 25. It outlines planned ac-
the education of our chi]dren. 1L 1s no~ lions for the. next seven to 10 years that v~]]
time to put that same ]dnd of focus on the cost an estimated 84.4 bLllion.
Bay-Delta- The proposed solution calls for imp]e-

Because whether we realize it or not,’tl~e mentatJon o:[ the largest ecosystem restora-
Bay-Delta system -~ a series o:f channels tion project in the nation, commitment to
and tributaries between San Francisco and greater levels o[conservafion and recyc]: ¯
Sacramento where the San ~oaquin and hzg, enlargement o[charme]s in the eastern
Sacramento rivers converge-- contributes Delta and other facL]Jfies to improve watee"
greatly to this commurdty. More specifical- supplies and protect fish, and actions to as-
]y, we depend on the Bay-Delta for its con- sure continuous improvements in water"
1~ibu~on to our water supply, quality for all beneficial uses.

The San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San TIds report represents a sig-nLficant
~oaquhz Delta is an ecologically sensitive " achievement by CalFed and real progres~s’
and complex maze of interdependent wa- on a decision that could mean the success
terways that ~erves as the hub of CalLfor- - ~ or failure of CalLfornJa’s economy and envJ-
zda’s water system. It provides dHnldng wa- ronment in the next century.
ter Lo two-thirds of Califorzfians, supports The revised draft envh-onmenLal docu-
valuable fish and wiId~e spedes and Lrri- ment represents four years of ir~ense work
gales fazzxflan(~ that prod~zces nearly half of by some of the state’s top water manage-
the Izatinn’s fruits and vegetables, ment and environmental experts. NowJt Js

However, the complex interdepeztddn’ce your turn, Caltfondans, to weigh in on the
and mu]tip|e ~cfiozls that conzprise the" state’s b~ggest water decision in 30 years.
Bay-Delta system are also ~ts bLggesL chat- Pub1~c hearings are being held through-
]enge. Over the years, competing interests out the stale to g~ve citizens a chance to
have fought for theh" share ofthe Bay-Del: see what this proposed solution looks ]Eke
ta’s ]hndted nat-aral resources. As a resu]L, ’ and tell CALFED what they thhzl~
the Bay-Delta has been depleted, species With a sph-it ofcompr.omise and a focus
have become endangered, water quality i on the long-term goals-- and benefits--
has degraded and water supply reliability of a long-term, feasible. :MfordabIe solution,
has suffered. A deteriorating levee systelTl ~ we may at last relegate Ca]h%rrda’s "water
threatens important h-drastrtzcture,    ;. i wars" to their place in history.
n~lllons of dollars ofpr~vaLe property an(z~ That’s whore !b~w
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