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A pair of txoa!scn}fgéi;nto Del’s Boat Har.bot" on thé_.Old Ri'\;er near ‘frady_. Develo J of th v
House project haVe‘cﬁ'stained a state permit to dump treated waste water into the rigenn.egr_ ._he

Agencies push for
tighter restrictions

By Dennis J. Oliver
STAFF WRITER

HILE STATE and federal

officials wrangle over im-

proving the quality of Cali-
fornia’s drinking water. fast-grow-
ing communities are planning 0
dump increasing amounts of
treated sewage into the Delta that
supplies it.

For that reason. water agency of-
ficials arcund the state are calling
for blankert restrictions on waste
water discharged into the Sacra-
mento-San Joaquin Delta, particu-

larly into that part west of Tracy Lynn Stafford of Oakland casts into the Clifton Court Forebay riear

from which two-thirds of Callfor- T ~ : :
aians draw mec:r dlr‘mkmg water. Tracy. The forebay feeds into the Delta Mendota Canal, from which
“It makes vou scratch vour head ~ most Californians get their water.

a little bit, doesn’t it?" asked Al

Donner. a spokesman for the learn har water at the bereoay o Visie waler just a stone’s throw

Contra Costa County Water Dis- the il — or 2nd ot the e — ~n: from the fivers and canals that_'

trict, which has been especially pristine, espectally since upstreant supply Jdrinking water to 22 million ’

voeal about the issue, aewehbors flush rher tilers infe oo Califernns, o ;
Sewage, agricultural drainage Now. huge s=sielential -fevetop. The ireated sewage rom those :

and industrial waste have long ments planned i easrern Coansy develonmenes could flow right into

been a concern tn California. where  Costa and sonrhern San - ieasing e — ‘

downstream restdents guickly POLDTISS O0 Dotsest o i e dayza 30a Watar. NEWS-G !
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/ater: Waste from
racy | near Delta

~ued from NEWS-1

ame part of the Delta that-
7ED, a consertium of state

.ederal agencies, has tar-

: for water. ghality. improve-
is. On Frlday. GAL ‘F‘ED

ent northwest of ’I'ra ob-
:da stafe. geimit; td: diimp. -

‘v treated waste' watér faté

?{wer, justa few miIev .

un of intake pumps: fc
and

though the state will re-
2 the developer to strip its

e water of all organic con-

[nants, water agencies worry
rh= waste water still would

. .alt and other sub-

ces that complicate treat-

=d at least part of the year,

. ieveloper plans to use the
e water to irngate farmland
- Tracy.

v seeks increase

“his is an issue of concern
3,” said Tim Quinn, deputy
:ral manager of the Metro-
tan Water District in Los An-
s, which delivers drinking

:r to 16 million Southern
fornlans.

ather than dictate to

iiern California cities how
'vhere growth shouid occur,
Mletropolitan Water District’
yling for general develop-

it guidelines to help reduce
mpact of growth on Delta
2rways.

1 addition to the Mountain

.se project, the city of Tracy

:s to seek permission from
state to Increase the amount
-asre water it can dump-into -

: -, from 9 million to 15,
10u gallons a day. Under itsy’
-ent growth blueprint, the

; population could swell
n about 44,000 to 160,000
dents by the mid-21st cen-

Tracy officials say they hope
the state will allow them to ex-
‘pand the city's sewage treat-
mens plant without requiring
expensive new technologies to
make the dumped water cleaner
and safer.

“We don't want to put crystal- =,

clear water out there if it's just
going to be used on a hog farm
downstream,” said Steve Bailey,
Tracy's deputy publtc works di-
rector. “"What's the point?”

The Delta also-would lie in
the path of waste water from big

developments planned in

eastern Contra Costa County,
includirig'more than 3,000
homes already approved in D1s-
covery Bdy and Brentwood. '

“These water quality issues
are being given‘short shrift by
the state.regulators and are
being completely ignoréd by
somé of'the Iocal. jurisdicﬁons,
said Eric Parfrey, an erviron-
mental planfiér andcommunity -
actmst frorn Stockton “It's
crazy.”

- ‘-‘Wedont wcmt to ™

@ v

: ered to the tap..

L e

- put crystal-clear watelf
out there if it's just gomg
to be used on a hog Jorm

:Board does not. consider when it
‘iSsues permlts requires ‘

water agenctés to-clean.

dnnkmg
up what! sbeen dumped before |,

the water can legalh e deliv-

: The conflicting regulatlons

. are an example of “the feft han&

1ot kriowing what the pight'

! Hand is doing,"said Michaél -
{ Carr, a New York-based publie

. interest attérney withsan- ‘office.

Takmg control

The state Regional Water
Quality Control officials who
placed stringent controls on the
Mountain Housé developer
won't guarantee they will be as
tough on other developments

The regional water-board: hag-
a policy.of evaluating ‘each- chs—
charge’ permitindividgall}' said ’
Tom Pinkos, assistant executivé
officer for thie agencys Sacra- '
mento ofﬁce L

+“We're certamly getmng the
message that there are, concems
regarding the quality oﬁwater. po
ending up in that. part of the " .
Delta,; Pinkds said. "..... .But... .
there Isti't: just one bIanket S
poley.”™

required to enforce the: federa]
Clean Water Act, which-regu-
lates whiat can and canriot be'.:
discharged into the nation’s wa-
terways. But fhe federaf Safe.”

G—00

: in San Francisco. He safd-he'ls
; considering legal action to
. compel'state ofﬁcials to:take

‘water standards more-
seriously when licensing tiew or

~ expandingraste water: tz:eat-

ment planfs. . 7 ..

" “What yoil iave here is one

- law that allows potentially
harmful contammants into the
state’s dricking water supply
-and anotherlaw that requires
those same contaminants be re-
moved before you can allow ..
people to-drink it,” Carr said. “It
would make more sense to keep
these poisons out of thé water
supply in the first place.” .
# BvronBudkiexegtitive di-
rector of the Caiifornia: Urban

' Water Ageri¢ies, which'¥&p-
. The. regional water boardis ale

resents the state’s L2:1argest

t drinking water. pxoviders, said¥

the state agency Should’ change
5 epproaech-now:t -that
water standards are becoming

S0 stringent ' -

3170

 water-we woilld be Puttifig 1afe:
. the Old:RivéF.1s a higher.quality
-water” than what ism ithe verr-

-

Need for change

“The state has got to start
looking at these kinds of dis-,
charges differently,” Buck said.
CALFED is considering some
measures that might help, such
as reducing pollution elsewher
or ins flow barriers in {
Delta to prevent poorly dilute
sewage from reaching the
pumps '
Jim Leonard. head of’Ehe .
Mountain House Communtty

-Services-Distriet, which will run

the new waste water treatment
plant on Old River, said his
agency is being held to such a
high standard by the state that
the waste water it dumips into -
the river will actually improve
water quality there. -

“The quality of the treated

T ¥
when it gets to us,” Leonat
said. The dévelopmental
plans to control the salt.
of its waste water stréari
ulating the amicusit of drainage

Planning offictals say.ad+ .~
vanced water conservation and_
treatment systems would also~~ X
help.

Plans for two developments
recently approved. i Tracy, fof,
example, have waste water
being used to irrigate parks
traffic median strips, goif.. ;;
courses and other public Sreas:
Governiment buildings and large
complexes-would also. be. retro-

* fitted with dual plumblng in

which one set of pipes carries’.

. highly treated water to the:tapi,

while another carries wastes *
water for use in va.rds or e
flush toilets. "

The Mountain House déve"[—

. .oper decided to scrap su¢h >,

measures because of costs; =,
though.- = - )
“We have.a whole new town
being bullt where the developer .
thinks it's too expensive td:put.~
in djuble piping and to recycle™

\ water," said: Marglt Aramburuy;’

executive directer of the state -
Deltd Protectién: Commission. =
“No orie wants to voluntariI_yrW
shoulder the extra cost
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