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The San Francisco Bay/Sacra-
mento-San Joaquin Delea Estu-
ary is a critically important part
of California’s natural environ-
ment and economy. In recogni-
tion of the serious problems fac-
ing the region and the complex
resource management decisions
that must be made; the State of
California and the federal gov-
ernment are working together to
stabilize, protect, restore, and
enhance the Bay-Delra Estuary.

Basis for Cooperation

State-federal cooperation was
formalized in June 1994 with
the signing of a Framework
Agreement by the involved state
and federal agencies. These ag-
encies with management and
regulatory responsibility in the
Bay-Delta Estuary are working
togecther as CALFED, and will
provide policy direction and
oversight tor the process.

The Framework Agreement
pledged that State ‘and federal
agencies would work together in
three areas of Bay-Delta man-
agement: , ‘

» Water quality standards for-
mulacion;

s Coordination of State Water
Project and Cencral Valley
Project operations with regula-
tory requirements; and

* Long term solutions to prob-
lems in the Bay-Delra Estuary.
Since June of 1994 significant
progress has been made in all
three areas. These management
efforts have included close coop-
eration not only among State
and federal agencies, butinvolve-
ment of urban and agricultural
water users, fishing interests, en-
vironmental organizations, busi-

ness,and others. These groups—.

the stakeholders in resources of
the Bay-Delta Estuary—play an
important role in the collabora-
tive process of solving problems.

Water Quality Standards
On December 13, 1994 state
and federal agencies, working
with stakeholders, reached agree-
ment on recommended warter
quality standards and relared pro-
visions that would remain in ef-
fect for three years. The agree-
ment was based on a proposal
developed by urban, agriculeural,
and environmental interests.
Elements of the agreement in-
clude springtime export limits
expressed asa percentage of Delra
inflow, regulation of the salinity
gradient in the Estuary so thara
salt concentration of two parts
per thousand (X2) is positioned
where it may be more beneficial
Continued on page 2

G—001632

California Resources
Agency

Department of Water
Resources

Departrﬁent of Fish
and Game

California Environmental
Protection Agency

State Water Resources
Control Board

Department of the
Interior

Bureau of Reclamation

Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency

National Marine Fisheries
Service

G-001632



o aquatic life, specitied spring-
time Hows on the lower San
Joaquin River to benehie Chi-
nook salmon, and incermiteent
closure ofthe Delea Cross Chan-
nel gares to reduce entrainment
of fish into the central Delea.

A second category of provi-
stons is intended to reconcile
operational tlexibilicy and com-
pliance with the federal Endan-
gered Species Act (ESA). Com-
pliance with provisions of the
ESA is intended to result in no
reduction in water supply from
whart would be available for ex-
port under other operational re-
quirements of the agreement.
Thiswill beaccomplished in part
bybetter monitoring for the pres-
ence of aquatic organisms of con-
cern, faster interpretation of
monitoring information, and
immediate response in the op-
eration of export facilities. This
rapid collection, analysis, and
use of data is known as real time
monitoring.

A third category of provisions
is intended to improve condi-
tions in the Bay-Delra Estuary
that are not directly related to
Dela outtlow. Some of these
“Category II" measures may
include screening of unscreened
-water diversions, waste discharge
control, and habitat restoration.
Parties to the agreement com-
mitted to implementation and
financing of such measures, and
estimated that a financial com-
mitment of $60 million would
be required in each of the three
yvears of che agreement.

Many of the elements of the
December 15 agreemene were
incorporated into the State Wa-
cer Resources Control Board's

-

“Dratt Water Qualiny: Control
Plan tor the San Francisco Bav/
Sacrimento-San Joaquin Delwa

Estuary” dated December 1994,

Public hearings on the draft were
held and exrensive comments
were received. I response to
these comments, the water qual-
ity objectives were modified as
appropriate. The tinal Bay-Delea
Plan was adopted on May 22,
1995.

Operational Coordination
Operators of the California
State Warer Project and the fed-
eral Central Valley Project rec-
ognized that compliance with
endangered species protec-
tions, water quality stan-
dards, and provisions of the
Central Valley Project Im-

provement Act would require

project operations to be coordi-
nated even more closely than in

‘the past. To help ensure this

coordination, representatives of
the two projects and the other
CALFED agencies meet regu-
larly to provide oversight of
project operations. The delib-
erations of this Operations Group
or “Ops Group” are conducted
in consultation with water user,
environmental, and fishery rep-
resentatives.

Long Term Solutions

The third clement of the Frame-
work Agreement called forajoint
State-federal process to develop
long-term solutions to problems
in the Bay-Delea Estuary related
to fish and wildlife, water sup-
ply reliability, vulnerability of
Delaaleveesand channels to nacu-
ral disascers, and water quality.
The intent is to develop a com-
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prehensive and balanced plan
which addresses all of the ve- -
source problems, Phis ettorewill
be carried out under the policy
dircction of CALFF DL The pub-
fic will have a central role in the
development of long term solu-
tions with opportunitics to ofter
input through. workshops and
other measures.  [n addition. a
group of more than 30 citzen-
sclecred from
California’s agricultural, envi-
ronmental, urban. business, fish-
ing, and other interests who have
astake in findinglong term solu-

advisors

" tions for the problems of the

Bay-Delta Estuarv has
been chartered
under the Fed-

eral Advisory
Commirttee

Act as the
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Bay-Delia Advisory Council.

BDAC will advise CATEFFD on

the program mission, problems -
“

to be addressed, and objectives
tor the CALFED Bav-Delia Pro-
gran. Thesecitizen advisors will
also provide a forum to help en-
sure public participation, and will
review reports and other maceri-
als prepared by CALFED Bay-
Delta Program staff.

The CALFED Bay-Delta Pro-

gram will be managed by an in- -

terdisciplinary, interagency staff
team and will be assisted by tech-
nical experts from State and fed-
eral agencies as well as
consultants.The
CALFED Bay-Delta

Program will carry

out a three-phase

process to achieve "

broad agree-

ment on long

term solutions.

First, a clear defi-

nition of the

problems to

beaddressedanda
range of solution alternarives will
be developed. Second, to com-
ply with the California Environ-

mental Quality Actand the Na-

tional Environmental Policy Act,
a program level or first-tier Envi-
ronmental Impact Report and
Environmental- Impact State-
ment will be prepared co identify
impacts associared with che vari-
ous alternacives. Finally, specitic
environmeneal documents will
be prepared tor cach element of
che selected aleernacive. '

Che e phase obwork tor the
CALEFED Bav Delia Program,
developing @ ranee ol alicrna-
tives, will inctude extensive of-
forts to obraun public input
through workshopy and ocher
means, preparation of a Notice
of lntentand Notice of Prepara-
tion pursuant to NEPA and
CEQA. and public scoping ses-
sions to determine che focus and
contentotche EIR/EIS. The tirst

phase s sCheduled o conclude
mecarhe 1996 with the develop-
ment of a4 range ot aleernarives
forgchicving long termsolutions
to the problemyofthe Bay-Dela

Lstuars. o

IS CALFED

—=dl BAY-DELTA
PROGRAM

Organizational Structure
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