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Gongress of the Hntted Stutes
Wanhingten, BE 20¥15

June 23, 1907

Chairman Joseph M. McDade

House Appropriations Subconunittes on Energy and Water Development
2362 Raybum House Office Buillding

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chialrman:

We are writing to ask for your support for funding of federa) participation in the effort to
testore the San Francisco Bay-Delta system In our siats.

Tha 104th Congress passed the Californis Bay-Delts Enviranmental Enhancament and
Water Security Act, which suthorized $429 million for this purpose. President Clinton has
requested the first $143 million of thexe funds ss part ofhis FY 1998 budget. In addition, the
budget resolution as passed by the House includad this $143 million. Wo urge you to make this 2
high priarity within the Energy and Watar Devalopment Appropristions bilt. _

The San Franciaco Buy-Delta syitem is the largest astuary on the West Coast. Millions of
birds and 53 species of fish migrate through and live in the Bay-Delta enuary, inoluding many
listed as threntened or endangered. Ths estuary is also crucial to the nation’s economy,
providing drinking wwter for 20 million people and irrigation water for 200 crops, inchuling 45
pevcent of the nation's produce. While water development sctivities have contributed greatly to
ti;eﬂ:&ty and well-being of California's sitizens, they have also unfortunately caused degradstion
o sconystem.

The Bay-Delta is in dire need of & comprehensive and lasting plan to restore its acological
health snd to improve its management. Toward that end, farmers, environmentalists, and water
usecs throughout the state have come together to find long-term solutions. Votars in the atate
overwhelmingly supported & nesrly $1 billion bond issue to fund siych restoration cfforts.

Californians have clearly taken the initiative. They cannot and ought not have to do this
alone. Effactive action will require close coordination between Federal, State and loca! entities.
Numerous Fedaral agencics are already working to help find solutions. The $143 million
asuthorized by Congress and requested by the President will allow the Federal government to
mo in key near-tévm projects which are ugreed by all to be necessary elements of any long-

The San Francisco Bay-Deita is clearly an ccosystam of national significance, on & par
with the Everglades in Florida, Consequently, it warrants a similar leve! of Federal invoivement
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in tive search for long-term sohutions. ‘The spproach taken in California is an excellent model of -
effective partnership batwoen faderal, state and local levels of government.

We hope you agree, and thank yon for your carefil consideration of this important
reduast,

Sincerely,

/
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