
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94104

e-mail: nh~igc.~c.org

Au~st 28, 1996

To renewers of~’s propos~ for ~ Environmentally Optim~ Alte~ative for the C~D
Bay-Delta pro~:

A~ched is the latest iterati~ ~ted August 28, 1996. Pre~ous ~s were prepped ~
~me h~te md ~thom ~e adv~tage of emem~ renew, due to the time ~nstr~ts ~sodat~
~th the C~ed scoping process. Co~ems received ~ve subst~ti~ly improved the a~ached
versio~ ~ the follo~ng respe~s:

T~s version m~es cl~ the ~e~ e~em ~d ch~a~er of the proposed h~itat restoration.
The appro~mately 350,000 acres of the ~stofic delta (i.e., ~ose l~ds subje~ to tidfl
~uenee) ~e reg~ded as the pl~ng ~ea ~t~n w~ch C~ed should evfluate ~e
m~um ement ofh~itat restoration that is tec~c~ly ~d econo~c~y feasible.
~bitat ~es to be investigated should emphas~e tid~ m~s~ but flso ~clude m~aged
wetl~ds, te~estfi~ fip~ ~d aquatic habitats. S~ce not the entke plug ~ea ~
prove fe~ible to restore, we en~sion these h~itat e~sions eo-efis~g ~ a ~xed
mo~c of delta l~d uses that flso ~cludes a~lmre, waterfowl forage crops, water
storage, deepwater reereatio~ u~ development, ~d utfli~ co,dots. The e~ent of
restorauon that ~ prove pra~ic~le ~11 prob~ly be de~ed by ~idemtions of
relative ~lner~ili~ of levees to seis~c f~lure, relative pra~ic~i~ of ~ing subsided
isl~ds ~ te~s oft~e ~d costs, ~d the ~lin~ess ofl~do~ers to sell l~ds at prices
that would be econo~cflly just~ed.

T~s version avoids a reco~endation ~ to the delta tr~sfer fac~fies that may prove to
be most conducive to m~ habitat restoration. That is a decision best made ~er the
appropriate enoneedn~ hydrolooc, e¢olooc ~d ~eono~e evfluations have been made
by C~ed. The proposed fltemative c~ help define ~d scope those t~c~ studies,
however.

This version makes even clearer that the proposal is predicated upon voluntary,
compensated transfers of farmlands to a restoration authority. Indeed, the objective is to
to create better options for the current landowners, and in concert with them, as well as to
improve environmental and water supply benefits.

This proposal is very much a work in progress. Future iterations will be informed by
comments and suggestions received from all sectors, with a view toward producing a final version
that- is widely subscribed to by the stakeholders and governmental agencies involved in the CalFed
process.
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