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Calfed Bay-Delta Program plan offers hope
of improved Silicon Valley water quality and supply

SACRAMENTO -- Officials of the Santa Clara Valley Water District are
expressing their appreciation today to state and federal leadership for
producing a greatly improved framework for improving both the quality and
supply reliability -- and environmental health of -- drinking water from

the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin rivers delta.

The plan, unveiled today during a Calfed Bay-Delta Program press
conference in Sacramento, is the culmination of five years of negotiations
among federal and state leaders, urban representatives, environmentalists
and agricultural representatives to restore the state's key source of fresh
water while providing enough of the precious resource to quench the needs
of a rapidly growing population.

"This program goes a long way toward meeting the policy direction that the
water district and our partners in the community -- including the Silicon

Valley Manufacturing Group and chambers of commerce -- have been seeking,"
said Greg Zlotnick, chairman of the district board of directors.

"This is an unprecedented step toward a more cooperative way of managing
California's most precious natural resource."

Zlotnick credited U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-San Francisco, "for
focusing Bay Area agencies on regional opportunities for cooperation;" and
California Gov. Gray Davis and U.S. Department of Interior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt "for their critical leadership and investment of time to develop a
vision that serves to address Silicon Valley's concerns over water quality,
water supply and environmental restoration."

As part of a $1 billion program to increase water storage capacity in the
state, the plan promises to fund studies and an environmental review into
building a bypass canal to take advantage of more than 200,000 acre-feet of
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water in San Luis Reservoir that is currently unavailable to Santa Clara
County.

Drinking water quality, a $720 million program, would be improved locally
by developing a Bay Area process to blend delta water with a cleaner source
of water and through programs to protect streams and aqueducts from
bromides, organic contamination, pesticides and other pollutants that drain
into the delta from San Joaquin Valley.

The plan also provides funding for expanding local water conservation and
water recycling programs, and to accelerate statewide conservation and
recycling efforts.

Another $1 billion is earmarked for ecosystem restoration, including
providing roughly 380,000 acre-feet of water for delta fish populations.

Santa Clara Valley Water District is Santa Clara County's wholesale
drinking water manager and coordinates flood protection for its 1.7 million
residents, while serving as steward of the county's more than 700 miles of
streams.
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