N
A

*

LI

SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER

July 27,

Activists protest

Wilson strategy to.
fund water projects

Maneuver decned

_ as effort to subvert

CalFed grqup

By Eric Brazil

OF THE EXAMINER STAFF

-California environmentalists
are up in arms over Gov. Wilson’s
effort to persuade House of Repre-
sentative Speaker Newt Gin’grich

_ to add money for two major water
projects into the fiscal 1999 federal' .

budget. '

Thesourceofthelralarmma"

confidential memo from Wilson’s
Washington lobbyist, Scott Cam-

eron, to Michael Kahoe, his point
man for water politics in Sacra-

mento.

The memo outlines a strategy -
for obtaining more than $100 mil- -,

lion to increase the size of the res-
ervoir at Shasta Dam and create an

underground water bank near .

Mendota in the San Joaqum Val-
ley.

The memo notes that because.
the idea arrives late in the congres-

sional budgeting process and be-
cause the projects are only theories

at this point, “it would be hard to -

defend (them) as emergencies.”
Consequently, Cameron writes,
“we would also have to get the
speaker to brute-force these proj-
ects” into the supplemental appro-
priations bill — and mount a force-

~ draft lobbying effort with key legis-
lators, while organizing “a positive-

press spin.”

In a follow-up letter, Wilson
wrote to Gingrich asking for the
atart-up money for the two proj-
ects. Both projects, Wilson wrote,
“pose few environmental compli-
cations ... and very importantly
will simultaneously produce great-
er reliability of water supplies.”

Environmentalists and Rep.

George Miller, D-Martinez, say the

forts.

memo shows that Wilson is trying
to subvert CalFed, a group of ur-’
ban, agricultural and environmen-
tal stakeholders brought together
by the state and federal govern-
ments to forge a long-range com-

promise on how to share Califor-

nia’s water supply.

Indeed, the memo written by
Cameron suggests that the gover-
nor should “be prépared to counter

".environmentalists . and George
Miller cries that this undercuts/
_preempts CalFed.” - .

Too late. . -

Rep. Miller, who chaired the In-
terior Committee when Democrats
controlled the House, issued a furi-
ous denuncmuon of Wilson’s ef-

“The memo, when taken to-|
gether with 1. .ietter from the gov-,
ernor, have the poténtial to destroy’
the CalFed process,” Miller said.
“We've spent a lot of time building

" trust,_among groups that for the

last 25 years haven't talked to one
another . .. and to have the gover-
nor fake thxs kind of unilateral ac-
tion ... I think calls into question
the whole future of CalFed.”

A spokesman for the governor,
Rod Love, said Thursday that Wil-
son is an ardent supporter of

CalFed and an equally ardent be- .
liever that “there needs to be addi- -

tional off-stream storage capacity
for California . . . to insure a water

- supply for it - growing population.”

Jason F .tier, manager of the
Central Valley Project water con-
tractors’ association, said “the
Cameron memo might have set
back our efforts”

In a letter sent to Wilson and to
Bruce Babbitt, federal secretary of
the Interior, environmentalists
said the proposals are particularly
troubling because CalFed has not
yet identified an alternative for in-
creasing water supplies in the state,
nor has it completed an environ-
mental-impact report.

F—001839

F-001839



