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Activists protest
Wilson strategy to
fund water projects

memo Shows that Wilson is trying

Maneuver decried ~o subve~ CalFed, a group Of
ban, agricultural and environmen-

as effort to subvert togethe,
by the state and federal govern-

ed group ments to forge a long-range corn-
.... pr~mL~e on how to share Califor- ¯

By Eric Brazil ~ ~ . : nia’s water supply.
c~neex~s~ ’ "" ’ Indeed, the m’emo written by

C̄alifornia’ environm’enta]ists Came~o~ suggests .t~?.at the gover-

are up in arms over Gov. Wflspn’s nor should ’%e prdpm-~l to counter
effort to persuade House 0fRepre- -environmentalists ¯ and George
sentative Speaker Newt Gingrich Miller cries that this undercuts/

to add money for.two major water . preempts CalFeA" ¯ :
project~ into the fiscal 1999 federar¯ Too late..
budgeL ’ " ’ ’ .-. Rep. Mille~, who chaired the In-

The source of their, alarm is a " terior Committee’ when Democrats
confidential memo from Wilson’scontrolled the:House, issued, a furl-
Washington lobby~st, Scott Cam-ous denunciation of Wilson’s ef-

eron, to Michael Kahoe, his pdintforts. " : " ~" " ,
man for water politics in Sacra- "The me~o, when taken, to-
’mento. gether with i " . ;etter from the gov.~

The memo outlines a strategy, ernor, ha~e’~hepot~ntial to destroy:
for obtaining more than $100 rail- . the Ca]Fed process," ~Miller sakL
lion to increase the size of the res- "We’v..e spent a lot of time building
ervoir at Shasta Dam and create an " tmst~ among groups that for the
underground water bank near last 25 years haven’t talked to one

Mendota in the San Joaquin Val- another.., and to have the gover-
ley. " nor take this ~Jnd ofunilateral ac-

The memo notes that because. ~ion ... I think calls into question

the idea arrives late in the congres- the whole future of CaIFe&~

sional budgeting process and be- A spokesman for the governor,
cause the projects are only theories Rod Love, said Thursday that Wil-

at this point, ’qt would be hard to son is an ardent supporter of
defend (them) as emergencies." CaIFed and an equally ardent be-.

Consequently, Cameron writes, liever that ’"dnere needs to be addi-. "
%re would also have to get the tional off-stream storage capacity

¯ "                 speaker to brute-force these proj- for California .... to insure a water

ects" into the supplemental appro- " supply for it. growing population2
~ priationsbill ~ andmountafome- Jason ]~ .tier, manager of the.

draft lobbying effort with key legis- Central Valley Project water con-

lators, while organizing "a positive-, tractors’ association, said "the
press spin.~ Cameron memo might have set

In a follow-up letter, Wilson back ottr efforts~.

wrote to Gingrich asking for the In a letter sent to Wilson and to
start-up money for the two proj- Bruce Babbitt, federal secretary of
ects. Both projects, Wilson wrote, the Interior, environmentalist~
’~:mse few environmental, compli- said the proposals are particularly
cations ... and very importandy troubling because CaIFed has not
will simultaneously produce great- yet identified an alternative for in-
er reliabih’ty of water suppllea" creasing water supplies in the state,

Environmentalists and Rep. nor has it completed an environ-
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