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' plans draw
farmers’
criticism
By Dianne Barth

;  and Jim Nickles

Record staff writers

SACRAMENTO — State and
federal officials studying a per-
manent fix to California’s
chronic water problems un-
veiled three options Monday
for re-engineering the Delta,
including a highly rated — and
immediately controversial —
plan to ship water 42 miles
around the estuary.

While CALFED directors
repeatedly said they have not
recommend-

: More ed one plan

over another -

B CHART: The Yet. the re-
plans and  port they re-
their impact, leased ranked
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Delta bypass
much higher
than the other alternatives.

The state’s water leaders
made a strong show of support
for the CALFED process and
tried to downplay and distance
the proposal from the hugely
controversial and failed 1982
plan to construct a Peripheral
Canal. '

“This is not the same plan,”
CALFED director Lester Snow
said, noting that the latest
bypass proposal would carry
about half as much water as
the doomed Peripheral Canal.
“There is going to be a ten-
dency for everyone to pick out
their favorite bumper sticker,
and the pcople who do that
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are not trving to help resotve this
problem.” Snow said.

Attempdng to show this propos-
al is different, Snow was tlanked
by former Bav Area Assembly-
woman Sunne McPeak and U.S.
Deputy interior Secretarv john
Garamendi, formeriy a Walnut
Grove state senator. McPeak and
Garamendi were leaders in the
campaign to defeat the canal the
!ast time out.

“The old canal was going to cut
off the south Delta. and [ think a
‘ot of us have learned how ilelta
ilows work now,” said McPeak.
president of the Bay Delta Advisorv
Council working with CALFED.
“Now we are talking about improv-
ing the Delta, about ecosystem
restoration and measures that were
not even discussed before.”

McPeak said she still supports a
comumon pool for everyone and. in
a symbolic gesture, raised a giass
of water and offered to share it
Critics of a Delta bypass have said
their worst fear is that the rest of
the state forgets about the Delta
and leaves it to the local commu-
nity to restore.

Report has its critics

CALFED's latest proposals .

alarmed environmentalists and
Delta farmers, who said they
remain opposed to any move to
divert water before it reaches the
troubled estuary, the largest on
the West Coast and the hub of the
state’s water-supply system.

“Were going to go to the mat
on it,” said Stockton water attor-
ney Dante Nomellini, a spokes-
man for the Central Delta Water
Agency. “As we see it, (a canal is)
the end of the Deita.”

Catifornia voters turned down
the Peripherai Canai. which wowd
nave carried flows from the
Sacramento River — the Delta’s
biggest tributary — around the
eastern side of the Delta direcuy
o the state and federal expor
pumps near Tracy.

Proponents say such a canai
would minimize the pumps’ ien-
dency to reverse flows in the San
Joaquin River and puil endan-
gered salmon, Delta smeit and
other fish into the backwarter
sloughs of the south Delta,

But opponents say a canal
would devastate the Delta.

“The Delta is suffering from a
lack of freshwater flows,” said Bill
Jennings, who heads DeitaKeeper,

a Stockton-based anu-potlution
campaign. “Thevre proposing
diverting a farger porton of the
Delta’s freshwater flows before it
gets to the Deita.”

He said CALFED is focusing too
much on increasing exports from
the Deita and ignoring more cost-
effective strategies to improve sup-
ply, such as conservation, pricing
water . at fair-market rates and
retiring the Central Valley’s most

marginal farmiand.

“It's the old fixes in new cloth-
ing,” he said. “Clearty, the empha-
~is is on the failed efforts of the
Past to create new storage and
increase flows south of the Delta,
to increase exports. ... I'm con-
cerned that fixing the Delta has
taken a back seat to greater secu-
rity for water exports.”

Delta farmers were equally
adamant in their cridcism.
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Despite assurances from

CALFED officials, the state’s

biggest water exporters could

\
“California will have
18 million more peopie
gy the year 2025. This
is about preparing for
that. We cannot afford
to fail.” |

— Sen. Jim Costa,
D-Fresno -

drain the Delta dry in a drought
year, he said.

“There’s no way that you can
guarantee that the canal would
not be operated to the detriment
of the Delta,” he said. “That's not
only a threat to us farmers but
the entire Delta ecosvstem. It
could become an inland sea if it's
neglected enough.”

No canali

Assembiyman Michael Machado,
D-Linden., said he supports
CALFED but called any option
mandatng a Peripheral Canal a
“nonstarter” and an “impediment
to building consensus on Califor-
nias water future.”

“If push comes to shove and a
canal is built, there are no guar-
antees to Delta water users how
the canal would be operated,” he
said.

A number of envirrnmental
groups have formed the En-
vironmental Water Caucus to fight
the plan. Tom Graff, senior attor-
ney of the Environmentai Defense
Fund, said it is nothing more than
a “repackaging of tired ideas” with
an overretiance on “concrete
rather than proven innovations of
water conservation.”
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“CALFED seems intent on
ignoring the lessons of history,”
Graff said. “This is a document
stuck in reverse, a wishful throw-
back to the era of big dams, ster-
ile channels and lifeless canals.”

The Natural Resources Defense -
- Council, the Sierra Club and the

Pacific Coast Fishermen's Asso-
dation joined in a chorus of oppo-
sition, particularly to CALFED’s
proposals. ‘
The best shot

But others, including state Sen.
Jim Costa, D-Fresno, called
CALFED the “last, best chance” for
the state to address its water prob-
lems. “California will have 18 mil-
lion more people by the year
2025,” Costa said. “This is about

preparing for that. We canpot
atford to fail”

CALFED's three proposals are a
through-Deita plan, ranked by the
agency as the least likely to
address export or water-suppty
issues: a modified through-Delta
conveyance, ranked high for Deita
water quality but low for Hexibili-
ty, water supply and exports; and
a canal that would divert 80 per-
cent of the Delta exports from
just below Sacramento east
around the Delta.

That means a concrete canal
would be built to hold most of
the nearly 6 million acre-feet of
water now pumped out of the
Delta for the state and federal
water projects.

In an average water year, the
Delta receives about 24 million
acre-feet in freshwater runoff from
the Sierra.

Each of the three pians would .

cost $8 billion to $10 billion, with
the canal being the most expen-

. sive.

All three inciude a variety of
measures, inciuding construction
of reservoirs in Sacramento and
San Joaquin coundes, ecosystem
and levee improvements in the
Delta, and changes in water flows
to restore fresh flows that cur-

rently go through the Deita to -

supply drinking water to two-

thirds. of the state’s population

and irrigate 200 crops.

Each alternative will be up for -
public debate in a series of a °

dozen hearings scheduled up and
down the state in next 75 days.

No hearings are set in San -

Joaquin County.

Gov. Pete Wilson signed an
agreement with the federal gov-
emment three years ago to create
CALFED.

He sa}d he expects a final rec-
ommendation the three proposals
by the end of the year.

It will ultimately be up to the

governor and U.S. Interior
Secretary Bruce Babbitt to decide
the direction to take.

Wilson endorsed CALFED's .

efforts Monday, as have three of
four front-runners in the race to
replace him next year. All four
candidates — three Democrats
and one Republican — declined
to endorse or oppose the modi-
fled canal

Lt. Gov. Gray Davis, one of the
Democratic candidates, supported
the Peripheral Canal but, like the
others, has said he will wait and
see what CALFED recommends
befom]anmhn' g a positon on the
new p :

Rep. Jane Harmag -lEoLllincjg
Hills, another candidate, declined
to answer questions about it.
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The Record

CALFED’s
3ay/Deita aiternatives

The CALFED Bay-Delta Program released
detalls Moncav on its three araft altematives
to improve the Delta and exports of water ta
the southern part of the state.

Al the aitematves include measures to:

| Create more surface and groundwater
storage north ana south of the Deilta.

B Bolster Delta levees.

B Restore the overall Delta ecosystem and
watershed.

A Improve water conservation and transfers

Alternative 1. Existing System Conveyance
Most cf the Delta’s existing channels would
be kept intact. The Old River channel would
be enlarged north of Clifton Court. A new. .
15,000-cubic-feet-per-second fish screen
would be ccnstructed at the head of Clifton
Court to reduce fish losses, and the state and
federal export facilities would be connected
via a single fish screen. Other improvements
waould include a fish barrier at the head of Old
River to prevent San Joaquin River salmon
from being pulled into the pumps.

Alternative 2: Modified Through-Deita
Conveyance

Many of the changes of Alternative 1 would
be included. But existing channels, most
notably the Mokelumne River, wouid be
modified to ease the flow of water from the
Sacramento River to the south Delta. The
Mokelumne River channel would be widened
to 600 feet from Interstate 5 to the San
Joaquin River. Setback levees would be
pushed back approximately 500 feet from the
present channel. McCormack-Williamson
Tract in the north Deita would be permanently
flooded for fish habitat.

Alternative 3: Dual Deita Conveyance
Includes many of the improvements proposed
in Altermatives 1 and 2. In addition, an
“isolated facility” — probably an open channel
— would be constructed from Hood on the
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