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Opinion

By Pat McCarty

(’,aimmns currently hal‘: an
Cpiy to participate
ﬂ’:izﬁl‘ watetly future through a
series of sln::ig; ublic hear-
ngs Sponso e CALFED
lB'al’gy;'!;-malta Program, including one
Wednesday night in Stockton.

At the center of that decision is

The Delta’s water future star

i nowhere
In Stockton, local residents have

done a good job of voicing their

views on such issues as

and economic development. It is

now time to put that same kind

of focus on the Bay-Delta,

becauise whethewe dmmlimlt or
our community on

aox:Bay-Delta for recreation, agri-

guliure, water and space.
As a result of amdes-long

among various c(m% -

terests, the Bay-Delta

tem is on the brink of failure.
"a?e:e are four major problems:

M Some of the levees in the
Delta, which Emtect local towns,

farms and tructure, are vul-
nerable to failure from flooding
and If there were a

major. breach, not only would
local homes, farms and infra-
structure be destroyed, but water

How you

can be heard

B WHAT: A question-and-
answer session will be fol-
fowed by a public hearing
on the CALFED Bay-Defta -

Program.

B WHEN: 6 p.m. for the
Q&A, 7 p.m. for the hear-
ing Wednesday.

B WHERE: UC Cooperative
Extension office, 420 S.
Wilson Way, Stockton,

W INFORMATION:

(800) 900-3587

for downstream users who
depend on the for l&vegy
water supply and can n
l‘npact local{ agrlmﬂn‘lym.ega
Finally, water-supp)
which is all of these
factors, maﬁemd.by For
California’s trillion-dollar economy,
$24 billion of which is based oulll
agriculture, reliability
oould not be more

Because the situation had
become so serious, in 1995 Gov.
Pete Wilson and President
Clinton entered into an historic -
D oy et Prograt,

Bay-Delta

Since then, technical experts

from state and federal agencies,

&%

along with a federally chartered
public advisory committee repre-
senting the Bay-Delta’s diverse
interests, have established the
foundation for a Bay-Delta solu-
tion. This foundation calls for all

-the Bay-Delta interests — envi-
. ronmenta), agricultural and

to develop an -
table, durable and aﬁordi%llz
consensus solution that reduces
conflicts in the syst;rnn.d'l‘}le oo
rohibit g mﬁn;n that pwould
tter one part of the problem
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RECREATIONAL PARADISE: The future of the Delta will be discussed Wednesday night in Stockton.

Statement/Environmental Impact
RePon iden three: potential
solutions, of the three
alternatives contains major pro-
dgmms to address Water-uﬁse effi-
ency, ecosystem restoration,
watershed management, levee-

ts now

system integrity, water transfers
and water quatﬂty The alterna-
tives differ primarily in how they
would move and store water in
the system.
W Alternative 1, the existing-sys-
tem conveyance alternative,
would consider storage and make
small improvements to the chan-
nel configurations of the Delta.
mm&m 2, the mod;illed-
-Delta conveyance alter-
native, includes additional stor-
age and would make significant
improvements to the channels.
B Alternative 8, the dual Delta
conveyance alternative, is similar
to Alternative 2, and it also adds
a new channel around the east
side of the Delta,
These solutions range in cost
from $9 million to $10.5 million.
All of them propose an increase .
in water storage, Finding the best
solution is not an easy task, but
it is imperative, The first step is
to ensure that the people this
decision will impact are aware’ of
the alternatives and let their :
views be known. If you drink .
water, eat frults and vegetablés,
care about the environment or
depend on a strong California-
economy, then you depend on:
the Bay-Delta. You have an his-
toric opportunity to get involved.
Don't let it pass you by. ;!

McCarty, a Stockton-based agribusi-
ness consultant, Is chairman of .the
Delta Protection Commission and a
member of the CALFED Bay-Delta
Advisory Council. ’
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