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NEWSLETTER ARTICLE

FARMERS ASKED ,T.O,.,.W_EI~H__!..N.0_N." CALIFORNIA WATER

SACRAMENTO - State and federa! officials are seeking the agrioultaral community’s
irtput oft three potential solutions to eta� of the state’s most vexing problems - resolvfftg the
environmental and water management cordlicts associated with Califomia’s Bay-Delta system.

The Bay-Della is a ~ifically important part of California’s natural envirornner~, and
eoonomy. I~ supplies drinking water for more than 22 million Califomiam ~d irrigates

appro~,’imately 4.5 million acres of the most t~rtile and productive farmland on earth, which
produces, among other ~ings, 45 percem of the nation’s fruits and vegetables. - Farming and its

related indu,.C~rics provide nearly one out of 10 job,~ in California. Ultima~ly, California’s $24

billion-dollar agrieuRural economy is at risk if Bay-Del~t environmental and water management

probl~ns are not resolved.

Today the Bay-Del~ is in serious trouble.. Years of ¢ortfliet among the state’s water users

and the ¢nvironmcm, which also needs fresh water, has pushed the system to the brink of failure.

Some of the les,ees that protect local homes, lamas a~d infrastructure are at risk of failure, wb.ich

could cause disastrous floods, destroy orops, ¢ontanfinate the water supply and interrupt water

deliveries to two-thirds of the state. Some species are listed as ~ndang~red and there are general

concerns over water quality and water supply reliability.
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In 199~ Governor Pete Wilson and the Clinton Administration e~¢r¢c! i~to an historic
~operativ¢ a~oement wi~ ~0 stat¢’slea~ing a~icultural, enviro~eg~t~l ~d urb~ int~oses

develop a consensus.solution to ~ problems.
"C~FED is a new way ofm~aging ou~ natural resources," says L~¢r Snow, exo¢miw

r~olved by a gov~t-ofly approsch ~y more ~ ~ey c~ be soIv¢~ by ad~essing only
ne¢~ of~e enviroment or oz~y ~� needs of water us¢I~. A l~tiag, equi~bl¢ soluti~ mug

ad~e~ ~ needs of ill sides equally."

Wo~g wi~ ~e~ol~ t~ou~ publi~ m~n~, working ~oups ~d a 3 l-morner
public adviso~ co~cil, C~FED has dovdoped ~0� ~ solutions for ~e Bay-D~lta. They

rmge ~ cost ~om $8 to $12 billion ~d would be ~plemontod over a 30-y�~ period. Each
contaim a~ions ~ a~ess ecosy~em restoration, wger quailS, wat~ su~ly reliability, levee
s~ in~y~d watered m~eg~’n¢~, ~y d~ ~im~ily in how ~¢y would move ~d
stor~ water ~ ~�

"We need more public ~put on ~e ~rade-offs ~at need to he made wi~ each alternative,"
says Snow. "Building a new ch~el to t~e some office w~ter ~ou~d ~e Delm from ~�

diro~ly to pumping pl~ts sou~ of~e Delta h~ ~e ~¢ateg bmefit ¢o fish~ bm it is also ~� most
~lifically challen~ng. ~other potential soluti~ ~at would m~ ~ly min~ improvemenm to the

way water flows ~ou~ ~� D¢I~ would i~rove ~� water qu~ity in ~� Del~ itself, but would

not silently improve ~� system’s overall flexibilit)~.’’

C~FED ~11 seek public input on ~� ~0� potential solu~ons ~s sp~g ~vhen it hol~
public h¢~n~ ~ou~out ~� aa~¢. The 7~-~y public comment period fbr ~0 ~ prostatic

Env~men~l ~pact S~tem~’Enviro~¢~l ~pa~ g~o~ will be~ M~ch 16 ~d will

June 1. ~¢r more ~o~ation ~11 1-800-700-5752.
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* Public Hearing Se.hodul~

* Alternatives at a Olance

, CALFED Solution Area Map

(Not~ to FAitors: Additiotml graphics can be obtained by calling 619.452.003 i, ~x~. 300)
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