
A W tershe  R ns Through It Upperan  2owerW t r$   ress
, ~. ~ , . Addressed bythe CALFED BayDelta Program

Watershed Management Policy

When some people think .Of,he Bay,Delta ~ystem, ~ -
they see the intricate web of sloughs and channels,
l̄evee.~, farms and his~toric.towns in the Delta itself. ¯ :~ "

- Others picture_the vast San Francisco Bay; where " ’
habitat- and wildlife -is largely dep~_~dent on Bay- "

l "

Delta system flows. But there’s:another key . "-.. - ¯
component of the Bay-Delta sys.tem that is equally -..
as critical-the w~tersheds that feed the system. A " "
w̄atershed ,s defined as an area that dbams ulnmately ~
to a particular river or stream, usu.a, lly bounded by a

. natural divide such-as a hill, ridge or mountain. The , " . ’~-~
-American River Basin is-0ne exaricfple iof a :
watershed. T~he watershe& included in the" -,,~ :- "
CALFED Bay-Delta Program extend from the crest- :
of the Siei’ra Nevadas in: th’e north to .portions of the

l Tulare Basin in’the south and to the east and wes(
~ ,,,.~, ~.,.~-~,,,w,,o~,~ .__

Programmatic A.m°: ~ Uppe~ Watershed

Unlike previous ~ttempts to res;al~e the water and See how v~ ~an support ~hose ef,~orts and ’..manage ,ment and em)ironmental problems associated " ¯¯ ¯ , ultimately integrate them_int~) our overall
with the Bay-De!t° sys~m, the. comprehensive plan. approach.," Some actions CALFED proposes tobeing developed, by the CALFED Bay-Delta address watershed _manageme.nt includ&
Pr_o.gram is based on.a_n integrated apl~roach. An.. .
integrated approach ensures that pr, oposed actions - - -- ~ - . - . .. [] Helping’c0ordinate government pr0grams’.wi~hare eva~uate.d_-based on-ipoteimal beneftts and ~mpa~ts-. ~ " local and re~gional projects and land o’wn~ersthroughout the entire CALFED soluti6n a.rea,. .
w_hich..covers most of California and its near-shore [] Fostering loca! watershed projects

"ocean and all Bay-Delta sy~’temiwatersheds. An~ ’ [] Providing a process through which partriershii~s
with agencies.and local entities may" be 5ormed :improved h~althy watershed can. result in an

.incre~se in the amount of usable water that flows [] Idea3. ti .lying.watershed projects ,which addregs

into the Bay-Delta systerfi and improvedwster critical problems of the Bay-Delta estu~try
~luality. Both of these results benefit the [] Providing technical and financial information to

- environment and water users alike. "You cannot_ .- assist local watershed groups Conducting projects
have a Bay-Delta solution without addressing the , ¯ - that¯ have a benefit to the Bay-Delta estuary.
health of the ~at, ershed,"sa~d Lester gnow, ,- []- Helping set st-and°rallied mdthods for          ."
CALFED executive director. -".Our goal right now monitoring; data collection and reporting ~ "
is to identi£-y all the current waiershed managemer~t.:- [] F.ostering the exchafige Of information across
efforts, most of which are. being led by local entities,".. : watershed bpundaries...

Fo~ more information ¯ ((~16) 657-2666 [] (916 654~978~) FAXll 1-800-700-5752 1 rmation Line []lhttp://calfed~ca.gov.
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JCALFED Program Update " More Funding or. Local Projects

. ~The.CALFED ~Bay-De!ta Program willidentify a Fresh on ttie h~els of the afin0uncemen~t of $100 ¯
~ pref.erre.d alternative for a ~Bay-Delta so, lution after mill job for ecosystem restoration project~, -~
it ~receives more’feedback. "We need additional "CALFED is preparing fora ndw round Of evaluation -
public.input on theissues we,re grappling with ~d and funding, with $88.5 million available in. 1998.
mak~ a definitive decision," said Lest~r Snow, -- This ecosystem restoration funs[i£g is known a~ ’ ~-

3 CALFED executive director. ,"There are trade-off~ Gategory IIi-because of a’section in the 19~4 Bay-
associated with each of t~he. opti.dns on~the table; and Delta AccOrd th~it calls for early i~plementatiot~ of
we must inform the public about, those trade-offs so’ certain ecosystem resto.rat!0n project.s 2 before the
they can tell us what is most imp~ortant ~to them." / comprehensive solution is finalized: Funding t~r
The PEIS/EIR is planned for releasd this March, and Category III has come fi’om Proposition 204, passed.
will highlight the alternative with technical te.,source.~ by Califdrnia voter~ in 1~%; t~rom the Cali{ornia

~ "
management advantages, as well g~ contain . Bay Delta Environmental Enhancement Act,. passed
information on the various alternative~ deve][oped, by Congress in 1996; and from volunt~iry ., ’

~ One issue that looms l~ge ii that o{ assurari~es; or, " ."contributions from urban water agencies over the.
how weli_can the s~olution guarantee that it ~ill be- las~’three years. In 1R98, CALFED will rev~isit h~gh~
implemented as.it i.s intended. Ass~urances being. " pridrity p~op~sals from 1997 that didn’t gei: funded,
considered include changes to legi.slation, the size or solicit new proposals and, in several dases, fund--
.capacity of propdsed facilities and written    ’:

designated actions. (high priorityaction~ wher~ o.nly, [

agreements among competingint~erests. CAgFED one e~titg :_is suitable. {or implementing). An
-. will sobn a~nou,~ce &tes and loca.tions’for a,~erie~s in&pendent panel of sdentific ex, pe~s assists :

.of pdblic m~eetings thi~ spring to. gain additional " - CALFED i~n ~valuating pr6p~sed proiects: CALFED
~ inp_ut. "          . ~. is~expected~o anno~ince in M~rch criteria for.the

" - " .~- new’grant process. ~"

-~ BAY-DELTA’ 1416 Ninth St., #1i55 " : " : ’ , . ~ ’

"~ PROGRAM S.a~amento,, CA, 95814 . . , ...’ ~ ."

The mission of the C~LFED Bay-Delta Progra~n is " : " ’

.. to develop a long-term plan that will re~tore - ..
ecological [fealth and-fmprov~ water management ’ ,, ,

for beneficial u’scs of the .B:qy-Delta System. .~
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