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Hhat’s Hr0ng ....
alifomia’s Delta is a 738,000-acr~ region where the San Francisco Bay m~ts th~ Sacramento and San Joaquin

C rivers. It is the heart of California’s water management system.

Today the Bay-Delta system is in serious trouble. Water quality .is a concern. Water supplies are no longer .r~liabl~.
There has been damage to the ecosystem. Many D~Ita leve~s ar~ structurally w~ak. Th~s~ problems threaten
tremendous ~ological and economic resource.

Reasons T0 Care
The Califomi~ B~y-De]ta is the ]~rgest eStUa~ on the w~st coasts of ~o~h ~nd South ~ric~. It is hom~ to
plants ~nd ~nim~ls that ~re found nowhere e]s~ on the planet. Millions of birds mi~at~ ~hrough ~nd
B~y-D~I~, ~s do more th~n 53 Species of fish, including one of th~ most productive natural salmon fish~ri~s on
th~ west coast.

The ~conomy of California, the seventh largest in the world, r~li~s h~avil~ upon Ba~-De]~ s~stem w~t~r..
industries from ~griculture to hi-tech r~quir~ ~ plentiful Supp]~ of quali~ water to prosper. Also, a~acting new
businesses to the State requires w~t~r supply r~li~bili~.

The Del~ is ~ key component of the S~t~’s $18 billion a~icu]tural indust~, supplying i~igation water t0
millions of ~cres of the world’s most productive lapland, producing among other crops 45 p~rcent of th~
county’s fruits and wge~bles. One in t~n California jobs is dep~nd~nt upon agriculture.

More than 20 million Californians rely on the Bay-Del~ system for all or some of their driving water.

Ther~ is concern that Del~ levees are vulnerable to Nilure, especially dur~g ea~hquakes or periods, of high
runoff. Such a Nilure could flood N~land and wildlife habi~g and could result in a long inte~ption of water
supply for both urban and agricultural users.

Billions of dollars have been invested in the Bay-De~ system to provide water supply, environmen~l
improvements and economic securi~ over the last centu~. These investments are at risk.

¯ ebsite ://http://calfed~ca.go~ -
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Hhat’s Being Done
The CALFED Bay-Delta Program was initiated in 1994 to address these and related issues. CALFED is a cooperative
effort among state and federal agencies to restore, enhance, and protect California’s Bay-Delta system. Workiln
partnership with urban and agricultural water users, environmental organizations, the business community and otis,
the CALFED Bay-Delta Program’s mission is to develop a long-term, comprehensive plan that will restore ecolo ig~.al
health and improve water management for beneficial uses of the Bay-Delta system. |
Progress to Date |
The CALFED Bay-Delta Program is being completed in three phases. Phase I began in June 1995 and was comp]/d
in August 1996. During this phasel three conceptual alternatives were developed to solve Bay-Delta system probl
These conceptual alternatives all include program components to comprehensively address ecosystem restoration, water
quality improvements, enhanced.Delta levee system integrity, and increased water use efficiency. While these prog~s
are common to the three ~onceptual alternatives, the key variable distinguishing the alternatives from one anoth~is
how each would move and store water within the ~ay-Del~ system:

|
 ltern?ti e 1: . Water is conveyed through the Delta using the current system of channels;

 ltet ati e z: w~te~ conveyance through the Delta is substantially improved by making significant
changes to the existing system of channels; and,                       ,               ~

Alternative ~: Water conveyance through the Delta is substantially improved by making
significant changes to the existing system of Channels and construction of a     conveyance

facility (of some sort),, isolated from the Delta’s natural channels, to transport part or all of~e
water intended for export.

|
Phase II is currently underway and will be completed in September 1998. It includes a broad-based environmental
review and. refinement of ~he three alternative solution options and the selection of a preferred alternative. During P~e
III, which will begin in late 1998 or early~ 1999 and continue perhaps for 20 to 30 years, .the preferred alternative wiJe
implemented.

|
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|
i aking it ttappen

The people of California are committed to improving the Delta. This is evidenced by the passage of Proposition 204. in
1996, which provided more than $450 million dollars for the CALFED Bay-Delta Program’s envirormaerttaI
:nhancement efforts. Federal authorization for an additional $430 million over the next three-year period has also been
secured. The President’s FigcaI Year 1998 Budget included a request for. $143 million to be spent to impleme:nt the

lerOgram"s ecosystem restoration plan. This funding for early implementation of the Program’s environmental actions
fleets the fundamental need to restore the ecosystem as a necessary first step in the comprehensive solution to Bay-

Delta system problems.                                         ~ ..

such financial commitments are impressive, they are only part of the solution. Whatever alternative is selected, it
must be affordable, equitabl’e, publicly acceptable and legally feasible to implement. It must have political and

I conomic staying power. It must reduce conflict among beneficial uses of water (environmental, agricultural,
conomic, etc.). And, it must ensure that negative impacts are not simply redirected from one problem, area, or region,

to another. These principles guide the process.

 ietting Involved
The CALFED Bay-Delta Program is an historic partnership, between the state and federal governments to design and
"mplement the largest environmental restoration effort in United States history. However, government alone cannot

the problems facing the Bay-Delta system. Active participation and understanding of the issues by all dae Bay-
Delta system interests and the public is the key to success.

thousands of Califomians have contributed to the B’ay-Delta Program. By volunteering time, sharing expertise,
. expressing an idea and/or casting a vote in support of Prop 204, all have helped shape the solutions being studied today.

leaCh of us has an unprecedented opportunity to get involved in solving the problems of the Bay-Delta system and
curing California’s water future.

¯ ant To Know More?
Dor further information on how you can participate in the effort to restore the environment and water management of the
~California Bay-Delta system, contact: CALFED, 1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155, Sacramento, CA 95814 ph: (916) 657r

~2666 Fax: (916) 654-9780 Public Information Line 1-800-700-5752, Website," hflp://calfed.ca.90v

|
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California Federal

The Resources Agency Environmental Protection Agency
Department of Fish and Game Department of the Interior
Department of Water Resources Fish and Wildlife Service

California Environmental Protection Agency Bureau of Reclamation
State Water Resources Control Board U.S. Army Corps 0f Engineers

Department of Agriculture
~ Natural Resources Conservation Service
Department of Commerce

National Marine Fisheries Service

CALFED
BAY-DELTA
PROGRAM

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 657-2666.
(916) 654-9780 Fax
1-800-700-5752 Public Information Line

hltp://calfed.ca.gov
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CALFED
BAY-DELTA          "
PROGRAM l e ay- elta

Size of the Delta: 738,000 acres Species Designated by the State or
Federal Governments as Threatened or

Size of the Watershed: More t~a~ 4O ’ Endangered: 9
million acres

Species with Special Status: 40+
Current Wetlands: 70,000 acres

Extent of Della Farmland: 527,309
Diversions from the Delta: 2,000 acres

Total Diversions from the Delta and its -Extent of Delta Levees: 1,100 miles
Tributaries: 7,000

Islands Converted since 1850 from
Diversions to the Central Valley Project Marshland toAgricultttre and Other
and State Water Projects (the largest Uses: 57
diverters): 6 million acre-feet/year*

Level to Which Some Islands Have
Primary ,~vater source for more than 22 Sunk Due to Soils Subsidence: ;25 feet
million Californians :._

below the level of adjoining waterways

Fish and Wildlife Species: 12o+ Delta Recreational Activities: camping, .
hiking, sightseeing, bicycling, horseback
tiding, boating, waterskiing, fishing, etc.

An acre foot of ~vater -. 325,851 gallons -- would cover one acre to a depth of one foot and would supply about 2
households for one year.

** CVP: Central Valley Project

For more information ¯ (916) 657-2666 ¯ (916) 654-9780 FAX ¯ 1-800-700-5752 Information Line ¯ http://calfed..ca.gov
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