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' SACRAMENTO—Exactly one year after 81gmng a hrstorlc peace treaty in California’s water
~.disputes, state and federal ofﬁcrals along with representatives from agrrcultural env1ronmental and
‘urban water interests, gathered along the banks of the Sacramento River to announce a variety of new
environmental restoration projects and to. highlight progress in the continuing collaboratlon to develop
- a long—term solution: to Callforma s major water problems. : S

- The one-year anniversary of the Bay-Delta Accord also marked another 1mportant mllestone in ’
- California water policy—the start of withdrawal of federal standards and the resumption of full state
authority for the water quahty of the v1tal San Franc1sco Bay/ S acramento San Joaquin Rrver Delta

“The Bay-Delta Accord srgned one year ago stands as a 31gmﬁcant step forward toward cooperatlve .

_ecosystem management of this crrtrcally-lmportant estuary. Yet,itremainsa begmmng, stated Doug
Wheeler, Secretary for the California Resources Agency and chair of Governor Wilson’s Water o
Policy Counc1l “Understandably, the full potential of the Accord has yet to be reahzed Wemust
build on the achievements of the past year and focus our efforts on the foremost obji ective of this
process: a mutually-acceptable long-term solution for the Bay-Delta complex Through the work of

'~ the StateWater Resources Control Board and other actions, the State has shown its commitment to fix

- the Bay-Deltaina comprehenswe manner that serves the needs of Cahforma s water users and the
~ environment.” S - ' -

“AsTtalk to others Wrestlmg w1th Water issues across the Natlon I 01te the Accord asa model for o
* other states,” noted J ohn Garamendl Assistant Secretary of'the Department of the Intenor “I wantto -
reiterate my contrnulng support for this consensus process and reafﬁrm the Department s commrtment

to work cooperatlvely to ach1eve the goals still before you.” = . -

- According to Bob Perciasepe, Assistant Adm1mstrator for the U. S Env1ronmental Protectlon Agency, 4
“The water quality standards reflect the key values embodred in the Bay-Delta Accord that greater ‘
environmental protection can be. compatrble with economic development that federal-state L
partnership can help to bring about that compat1b1hty--and that the Accord w111 work if all part1c1pants

' keep the letter and sp1r1t of all thelr commrtments i S ) o
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L In add1t1on to Water qual1ty standards and water pro1 ect operatlonal controls the Bay-Delta Accord

called for unplementatlon of projects that would address some of the non-flow problems of the. .

o estuary s fishery. The nine habrtat 1mprovement programs announced today include replacement of ‘ S

~ spawning gravel 1mprovement of migratory fish passage, new fish screens and control of pest1c1de _
runoff. They will be 1mplemented upstream along the Sacramento and San J oaqu1n r1vers upstream of -

- .the Delta proper

'; These 1mt1al pl'O] jects total $4 mrlhon In another key announcement today, $1. 7 m1111on was added by |

- Anson Moran, General Manager of the San Francrsco Pubhc Utlhtres Comm1ss1on stated “One year |

- agroup of northern California urban, water agencies to the $ 1 0 mllhon habitat restoratron (Category .
- 1) fund established a year ago w1th an 1n1t1al contnbutron by the Metropohtan Water Drstnct of

Southem Cahforma

v '\,A A

ago, I'was 1mpressed ‘with remarkable nature of the Bay-Delta Accord. One year later; I remam L

; 1mpressed with what has been accomphshed and, yes, with what remams to be done. By this .

contribution to the habitat restoration fund, northern California urban water users are demonstratlng o

their. comm1tment to helplng to ﬁnd workable solutlons ” f

“A healthy Category III restorat1on program plays a cr1t1cal role in demonstratrng the v1ab111ty of

,larger~scale ecosystem restoration opportunities that could be achieved under CALFED’s program,”

. -noted MWD, General Manager John R. Wodraska ‘He added that the Accord itself sent a strong srgnal .
. to the ﬁnancral commumty thata cooperatrve resolutlon was possible for California’s complex water . '
. resource conflicts and has forestalled poss1bly negatrve acuons they rmght have taken in regards to “ )
-' waterutllrtybondratmgs _ o L IR T

As David F ullerton staff sclentlst w1th the Natural Herltage Instltute put 1t “The agreement reached a ' , '.
year ago today was a winner for both the environment and the economy. Itdidn’t solve allour . -

.. problems, but it was a step forward and most importaritly, it shrfted permanently the way we do water o
- planning in Cahforma “There isnow a broad recognition that we must work cooperat1vely to generate

- mutual benefits. . Yes, speed. bumps are slow1ng us down. Some of the elements of the Accord have

yet to be 1mplemented and we see some attempts to revert to srngle interest initiatives. But the broad _'

. coalrtlon that developed the Accord remains intact and will continue to move ahead to resolve by

v consensus the pressmg problems that face us It’s the only way we can achreve success. SI

o “The collaboratrve process that developed the Bay-Delta Accord contmues in avanety of ongorng -
" discussions and negotiations among the state’s water users,” noted Dan Nelson executlve d1rector of

the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authorrty, whrch is compnsed of federal water contractors o
south of the Delta. “The Accord broke the gndlock that has afﬂ1cted California water pol1cy for -

-years,” Nelson added. “Now the mutual recognition by all partles that we need to improve the Delta -

ecosystem and to prov1de along-term resolut1on of the state s Water supply needs offers the best hope

. for developmg a long-term solution.”

. The Bay-Delta Accord srgned on December 15, 1994 provrded s1gmﬁcant new water ﬂows for Delta‘
fisheries while i improving rehabrhty to the urban and - agrlcultural areas that rely onthe Delta for their. -

water supphes In addltlon to stafe and federal regulatory agenc1es the Accord was developed and

| ~ supported by a wide-array of Cahforma water 1nterests 1nclud1ng the agncultural env1ronmental . 'vi :

‘ urban and busrness commumtles
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" As env151oned in the Accord the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) adopted a new '

~ ‘water quality’ plan for the Delta estuary in May, and this plan was subsequently approved by the

federal EPA. That: approval setin motion the process, to withdraw federal water quahty control .

~ standards i in the Delta: The SWRCB isnow developlng its water rrght dec151on to 1mplement the plan

- Inthe interim, the State Water PrOJect and the Central Valley PI'O_] ect. have assumed prrmary
respons1b111ty for meetlng the standards ‘ :

The Accord also marked a turmng pomt in the way that Cahforma operates its water supply system
and develops water policy. Smce its signing, for example representatrves of the various water . -

e - interests have worked together inanew “Operatrons Group” to momtor the Delta operatlons of the .
- . state and federal water.proj jects and coordlnate those water supply operatlons wrth a Varlety of

envrronmental enhancement proj jects: .

, ;Fmally, the Accord set the stage for the CALFED Bay—Delta Program a maJ Or new state-federal

. effortto collaboratrvely craft long-term solutlons to the conflicts bétween the envrronmental resources -

- and water supply operatlons in‘the Delta The program also addresses water quahty 1ssues and the A
: phy51cal 1ntegr1ty of the Delta levees L C

“This is our best chance to ﬁx the Delta ” remarked Lester Snow CALFED Bay—Delta Program .
.Manager. “The CALFED Bay-Delta Pro gram represents the coordlnated efforts of government and
.‘public groups Whrch w1ll help us to resolve water conﬂlcts to the beneﬁt of Cahforma and the

-

With the active partrcrpatlon of all the stakeholder groups, the CALFED Bay-Delta program is

o scheduled to release several alternatrve 1mprovement programs 1n May 1996 that w1ll then undergo B ' .

envir onmental rev1ew

B ::f i . Formoremformatlon -
B please contact Judy Kelly at 916/657-2666
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