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'BAY-DELTA
ACCORD!

" One er,ar arzd Cbuntirzg cer

On Deqerhber 1 5; 1994, Califor nia reached K

- a historic turning point. Decades of .

- conflict and discord were set aside and, forj ‘

 the first time ever, state and federal - -
officials, as weéll as representatives from
- agricultural, environmental and urban. .

water interests, all signed an agreement to o

regulate water ‘quality in the state’s vztal
San Francisco Bay/Sacramento—San :
Joaqum Delta. Estuary ‘ ‘

" This Bay-Delta Accord allocatea’ addztzonal D
water for the aquatic resources of the Bay7 '
Delta estuary and improved reliability of

-~ the water supplies for many of the state’s
" farms and for its city dwellers. Coupled -

with an exceptionally wet water year, the. -

Accord has improved environmental -
conditions in the Bay-Delta during 1995. .
4 reliable water supply has meant ,
improved credit opportunities for farmers
and has been noted by major bond rating
agencies, which earlier had warned that . -
continued gridlock on California water

 policy could lead to reduced credit ratings

Jor major urban water utzlztzes -

Perhaps even more 1mportantly, the Accord :

inaugurated a new, more cooperative era

in California water policy. Recognizing

that a comprehensive solution is. still’

required-to resolve the state’s long-term

water supply and environmental conflicts .
- in the Bay-Delta, water interests have

. continued to work together in-1995. The -

Accord set in motion d variety of activities .

FIRST YEAR ACCOMP]LISHI\'IENTS

Water Quallty : S
The Accord announced on December 15, 1994 set in motlon a
number of actlons with.an emphasm on 1mprov1ng water quahty

o ) ‘6 On May 22 1995, the State Water Resources Control Board |

(SWRCB) adopted the Water Quahty Control Plan for the oan’, :

Francisco Bay/Sacramento- San Joaquin Delta Estuary aftet -

pubhc heanngs The plan is based largely on the
‘ recommendatlons inthe Accord

~ 40n September 27 1995 the U. S Env1ronmental Protectlon

- Agency approved the State Board’s water quality control plan =
and’ began the steps necessary to wrthdraw federal standards .

; _‘ éIn June 1995, the SWRCB 1mplemented a water rlghts :
S demsmn based on the water quality control plan, modifying .
' water permits of the State Water Project (SWP) and the

Central Valley PrOj ect (CVP) to conform w1th thenew 1
standards " .

é The SWRCB Jmtrated the process to develop a long-term o

- water rights decision in August 1995 with a series of EIR .
-scoping workshops Additional workshops are scheduled -
‘through March 1996, and a long-term water nghts decision is

N : :scheduled for completlon no later than December 1998. The -
...~ Board is encouraging development ofa consensus—based o
.negotlated agreement among the stakeholders to implementthe

- plan. Negotlattons are already- underway among stakeholders

.~ inboth the Sacramento and San J oaqum r1ver basms

; 6 The new water quahty control plan 1nst1tuted regulatlons for
" water diversions by the SWP and CVP based ona percentage

of Delta 1nﬂ0w The plan requires increases in Delta outﬂow
~to protect 1mportant habltats in the Bay-Delta system

- ina number of related forums, all with the .- Coordlnated Oper atlons~ ‘ o
purpose of crafting that comprehenszve " An 1mportant principle in the Accord is the agreement to develop a

: solutzon : o i more ﬂex1b1e approach to managmg Cahforma s two maJor water "

" The CALFED process zsaworlc—m- Ca ‘ PrOJGCtS :

| progress. ]ij;theli}ss,honly;ne year afier 6 A system of 1mproved real-trme momtormg has been tested
signing of the Accord, the following -and used to track sensitive species throughout the estuary and

_accomplishments should provide - ‘
Californians with confidence that the
. promise of the agreement--a .~

comprehensive, long-term solution for the

Bay-Delta system--can be a’eveloped and
supported by all the partzes
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adjust project operatlons to av01d or m1t1gate adverse impacts. |
In 1995, a variety of state and federal agencies with the - ’

. assistance of stakeholders conducted a daily, 2-month long

" monitoring pro gram of fish movements w1th1n the Bay-Delta f |
under a varlety of condmons s -
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R As part of the Accord the stakeholder groups (ag, env1ronmental ) E
L ~and urban) were added to the CALFED operations or “ops” group,

- whrch had been formed by the CALFED framework agreement 51gned _

. by the state'and federal agencies in the summer of 1994, Theops
P group meets monthly to track, monitor, and make adJ ustments to .
L pro;ect operatrons A spec1a1 action team has also been estabhshed

. to provrde timely advrce and enhance commumcat1on on urgent

operatronahssues S PR SR o

U 6 In Apnl-May 1995 extensrve coordmatron among SWP CVP
B ¥ and upstream water users on the San J oaqum River resulted 1npulse
R ﬂows on that river for the beneﬁt of fish. Because of the cooperatlon
" of the partles the pulse ﬂows were five t1mes hrgher than water

, e '-'drvers1ons at the prOJeCtS

o 6 Durmg the coordmated hlgh-ﬂow pulse event a study of the o 7
~."..Sdcramento splittail was conducted y1eld1ng 1mportant 1nformat10n e
.-about behavror of the specres e

- ,7 ‘ 6 State and federal water prOJect operat1on control centers are i
4 NOW housed in'one  facility, allowmg for ongomg d1alogue and -
C 1mproved coordmat1on . S

_ " N . The CALFED ops group has enllsted greater partlc1patlon from
- water users along the San Joaqum R1ver system ' -

e Many water users and other 1nterested parties agreed to develop a -
© -program- of environmental projects that would prov1de habltat
-7 benefitsin the short-term while more comprehensrve programs are
= developed: Durmg the past year, the mst1tut10na1 framework for -
 these non-flow related projects (covered by Category III of the
Accord) has been put in place and the first: pI‘O_]eCtS approved
Category I - Non-Flow Related Progects. " .
- The'third section of the Accord addresses env1ronmental 1mprovements -
L . other than water ﬂows -

o The nine pI‘Oj ects approved thrs past year mclude (see map and
descrlptlons) : : _ co

Parrot-Phelan (M&T Ranch) Pumplng Statlon Relocatron -

L _Sulsun Marsh Wetland Diversion Screemng Pro_]ect (Phase I) e

- Extension of the Blologlcally Integrated Orchard Systems (BIOS) Program o

. Keswick Spawmng Gravel Restoration -

. Battle Creek Restoration Proposal
T Sacramento River Riparian Restoration (Veronato Colusa)
e ‘Butte Creek FlshLadder/ Screen Pro_lect (Durham Dam) -
R Sacramento River Winter-Run Chmook Salmon Captrve Broodstock Pro gram
S Parrott-Phalan Dam Frsh Ladder

-
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cat e 6 A group of northern Callforma urban water agen01es -
R . o DL announced that they will add $1.7 million to the $10 million
SRR T Category III funds already contributed by Metropohtan Water ,
- .. .. District of Southern California, makrng atotal of $11. 7m11110n
o f:fnow avarlable for envn'onmental 1mprovement pro_]ects in and ‘
: -upstream from the Bay-Delta So far, $4 million has been T
- S 7 comimitted to approved prOJects Addrtlonal pI‘OJeCtS are. ‘ o
R underrevrew L RS

o i 6 F1sh ladders, screens and gravel restoratlon programs have -
o been approved along with ¢ expansron ofa pestrcrde control
L program and r1par1an habltat restoratlon

4 Whrle many of the programs Pm"lde beneﬁts to all Sp celes, S
: Specral attentlon is berng pald to the needs of. threatened and L
‘ endangered specres

S 'fCALFED Bay-Delta Program' S : o
. The CALFED Bay-Delta Program began operat1ons in May 1995 S -

- and in seven short months has launched an array of efforts to ﬁnd L '
. long-term solutlons for the Bay-Delta ' ' : L L

: ¢ Lester Snow was named manager in February and techmcal o
o support staff were recrulted from partrclpatmg agenc1es .

6 Th1rty-three people representmg agrlculture busmess o
.environmental and urban water interests, were named to the W
- "Bay-Delta Advrsory Council in May and have held four
-+ .. .meetingsin therr adv1sory role to the CALFED Bay-Delta '
“ Program '

_ l Four pubhc workshops and three pubhc meetmgs have been
- gﬂ .~ held by the CALFED Bay-Delta Program to identify
o ,altematrves for the long-term comprehenswe solution to the
- ‘water supply and environmental conflicts in the same
collaborat1ve splrlt that created the Bay-Delta Accord

L 6 The CALFED Bay-Delta Program remains on schedule to
- announce in the Sprmg 0f 1996 a list of alternatlve solutionsto
T the Bay-Delta conﬂrcts that wﬂl undergo ﬁlrther env1ronmental : i
e rev1ew ' - Co
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