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Water war
is one that
will never
be finished

alifornia’s struggles over the voting results, Worked. InC water have resembled the the aftermath of the Nov. 8 dec-
ethnic conflict in Bosnia: tion, federal officials became

ceaseless, bitter and incredibly very anxious to avoid further
complicated, involving three ma-confr6ntatio~ The change of at-

. jot factions and countless small- titude -- which some are charac-
er political clans, terizing as a capitulation -- fol-

It’s a war that, in the larger .lowed byjus~ days another
context, will never end..As long Clinton administration rollback

rivalries over water because tions on California
there never will be enough to Certainty involved

best that we can expect is that Wdso~i certai~ saw it as a
victory, describing it as "a nmjorthe conflict witl be kept within

reasonable bounds ahd that step in reclai~ from the fed-.
there will be period~ of relative eral government control of our

We ma~. obe’~nbarking upon things~ the feds are saying they’l!.
one:~f..~thvse more pacific eras. buy extra water needed to en-

~ hance wildlife ~abitat in the del-
VC’flson, Clinton accord " ta, rather than.seizing it from

Gov. V~dson and the Clinton other users.
administration, which had.been. Partisan politics aside, the
feuding over control and aUoca- agreement brings some certa~nty
tion of water that flows through to what had been a chaotic situa-
the Sacramento-San Joaquin tio~ All of the three majorfac-
Delta, reached agreement this tions involved- farmers, mu-" month on overall goals.., nieipal users and environmental

Politically, it was a victory for protectionists -- will have some
Wdson and dearly reflected.the guidance as to what water will
results of the 1994 elections/par-~be available for all purposea
ticularly his landslide re-election There is a historic shift of wa-and the losses suffered by Demo- ter policy under way, one thatcrats both in California andelse-will reduce the amount of thewhere, includinga Republican p̄recious fluid that goes to farm-takeover of Congresa ~ ers -- 80 percent or more now

California is critical to Presi- and increase the amount allocat-
dent Clinton’s re-election hopes, .... ed for dries and environmental¯ and V~rdson has prospered by enhancement. A relatively s~hali :
bashing the White House on is~ shift from agriculture would ~n-sues ranging from i~mlgrafion crease the supplies for nonfarm -
to smog controls--,including theuses by major amounta ’. ’°.~ ~’-
federal government’s threats to It’s a shif~ that will occu~r ifreduce water shipments to farm- those involved are convincedera and cities to protect wildlife
habitat. V~flson had.suspended     that there is no magic elixir --

such as huge new dams and res-state efforts to set new delta wa- ervoirs -- and if. the method of.ter standards last year and, in ef-the shift is acceptable to thosefect, thrown the ~t6 the reds, losing the water.making them responsible for any
cutbacks in water deliveriea Dan Walte~ write~ about stateThe tactic, when coupled with ~or McCaa~chy ~ ~ce.
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