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Water
Continued from Page A1 ~ cluded in that number.

He also said that water nec-with impa~ts. But it provides
"This isa start. I Wouldn’t call it a solution,essary to protect species in a

~or fewer impacts than would ¯
have been in place ff we had ~ It gives Us a foundation to work on a balancedcritically dry year, which ex-

ceeds that amount, will be pro-
not gone ahead with the Delta approach to water supplies and water use."vided for by the federal govern-
standards:" ~ .~ ’ ....~ " ’": " ~~’ ,"~~~ :: ..... ment.
.Nelson also noted tha~ ~he : : :~.,:. !: .. : --Dan NelsOn "This (the agreement) says

signing of the agreement ~ is...... _ _ ’ :’ .        ~ ’ . that.the federal government isonly ~ne Ilrsl; phase of the pro ......~.o: .~.,~. ~, ~ .~.,. ~ ....~ ~:~.:..-:-~ . -~’, ¯ ,:~.~ ~ ’ .,. ~o: ¯ ~.:’ ’~.~t ....~ ~¢^,,~d,~fio~- water:~
tess, ~ one ,of.. se~hng techmcal .:’ during ~ a0!.~Wat~r Foundahon~ ~of~the. agreement between. ~he~..,~ h~ s~aid ~ ’
shh’idarCls fore-the Delta.--Thesponsored,,Reporters Bmefing: federal, and s~te governme ~ .. ~,~r~ii~, ÷.h~,’
second phase is a water rightspanel dis.cussion on the topic. ~: over water quality~ ~d~d~’:~ arg ;gi
phase. ’:This is when the stateMary-Ann Warmerdam, diree-iI ~or-.~l~e Del~a:;!~?~:~".i ........~:~;::~ ~: ’~r~~ to envl;o~men~l~
board (Water Quality Control.for of natural resources for the ~!": !~I~ni~ acfib~i .~eally doe~ pro- i. ~^,~,,~^~, ~ .....
Board) will dec~de wt~o paysCahforma Farm Bureau Fed-wde a bmght~ ~uture for Cahfor- his progress statement. "It’s
how much in me~ting thoseeration, said there was less op-niaf said Babbitt. "It is shows~
standards," said Nelson. timi~m from elements con- t.here is room in this state for a:. not~ the end of the. regulat&l: drought," he said. "It’s a signif-"This .was a necessary firstcerned with water rights.. ~ :! rlch,and vibrator economy and .~: icant step toward that
step, and it is a big step for "Froma water rights per- a sustainable environment.".     . ; ,
agriculture," he said. "Up until spective, . we’ve allowed this ! i’~i When asked whether the hg-.:.. ~ Other major speakers at t~
this time, there was nb set ¯ prodess to go forward," i.she~ ~eement would place future en-f document signing were. Betsy
rules for operation." Prior tosaid, "to giv~e it a chance." ~’ ’ dangered species at risk(Bab- ¯ Rike, assistant Secretary of the
this agreement, he-"said, water According to Babbitt, that :: bitt adamently declared, the Interior; Roger Patterson,
agencies were operating underportion of the document which ~ agreement is one made on be- western regional director for
the CVPIA and some loose in-~ deal~ with agriculture supply ~ half of the environment. "The ...the Bureau of Reclamation;
terpretations of Delta stan-~ ~ will. provide a guaranteed::65- ~ bottom line of the agreement is::i and Douglas Wheeler, Califor-
dards made by four or .five:to 70 percent delivery of Water : the pr0tecfio~ of.the, species,~ nia resources’secretary,
agencies. Now, there will be from .the Central Valley Pro-.i he said. "A reading of the act .~ Federal agencies rep-
one entity to regulate that pro- ’ jedt,.,to federal contractors dur- ~: as not protecting future endan- ,~ resented in the signing were
cess. "     ~ ingi!non-critically dry years, gered species,is animproper ithe Bureau of Reclamation,

"In approaching this in a,:However, when asked how read g. ~-~.~ ~’i’.      . : .: ,~ . : U.S. Environmental Protectioi~
comprehensive manner� we~ : tho~e entities which hold his-: ~ Along ~ with stabiliz’~tion,. Agency, Fish and Wildlife
can now more efficiently ad-torid water rights will be af- .:- ;balance was.emphaslzed. One Service and the NatiOnal Mii-
.dress resource protection- infect~d, he said tha~ had not ¯area of concern is the amount rlne Fisheries Services
the Del~a, while ’minimizing.;:~ been worked ou~ yet.       , ;. of whter which will be allowed " those agencies referred to
water costs to ~our contractors," ~:~ "It was necessary .for us to ~ t~ be taken from the Cen~al Club Fed.                 ~,
Nelson said. ’~.hat’s what weget this step first," said. Bab- :. Valley Project for protection.ofState agencies represefi:
have accomplished with thisbitt, "before that can occur.": fish and wildlife, The. docu- ~tated were the California l~-
agreement." " " -He:said the water rights allo-~ment setsa maximum .of..1.1 .sources.Agency, the CSliforni~

One area of the agriculturecations ~vill take place..at a..million acre-feet for this put-:-’ ’Environmental . .. Protection
community has shown ¯ somesubsequent set ofmeetlngs,,pose. In.answer to questions Agency, the .Department’ .~f
reluctance to the agreement,This went along with overall.about that total amount, Bab- Water Resources, the Sta~
those who represent historicsentiment expressed duringbit said the 800,000 acre-feet ..Water . Resources Control
water rights.. This was ex-the press briefing which era-:’ provided in the Central Valley Board ai~d the Department ~f
pressed earlier ¯ Wednesdayphasiz~ed the stabilizin~ effort~Improvement Act of 1992 is in- ~ Fish.and G~ime. -,


