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Local reactions mixed
to environmentalpact. ..

By SUSAN TOWERS extensive operations on
c~fom~n s~f ~er side, "s~i~ d.:he had ~yet to ~ the

Immediate reactions f~om Kern agreement but fears it wil~:.d~little
County agricultural leaders wereto stop.the, ldlin~i of ~d.~:;
mixed Thursday to the historic envi- Thousan. ~ :of .acres of:brhi~a~
ronmental agreement signed in Sac-and vineyards l/ave been’. ~d’ .ozed
ramento by Gov. Pete Wilson and" in the Lost Hills area’since 1991;-;:,.
federal officials. :,The.document has been~writt~n

Fred S rrh, a side lan g :, t not
and a board member-o£ thb Kernpretable," he said..
County W~ter Agency, said the Jack Hunt, president%t~i~bh
agreement will bring some reliabili-Ranch, ~ said his. con~ for
ty to state water supplies. Althow, h̄  f~’~i .-t:ti~"~est ~ide
it dedicates too.re water than.oeverbeen squelched. Mucliof. th~
before to the Sacrament0-San1andthere. depends-solely bn~.~vater
Joaquin Delta environment, it atfrom the aqueduct;l".’:!~:!~.~.~:i.~::.~:-~.. ~.~
least assures local farmers that "The.shelf Hfe of th’e~ent,
wildlife officials wen’t’keep turning as .they:.Called .: it, :. is’- 0nlyithree
off the pumps in the Delta~every" years," he said..:.,Whil.’.e.that gives
time they fear a fish is threatened,you some .assurances~:in.~the short

The agreement also means.thatterm, it still leaves you wi~
more California Aqueduct^watertainties for the long tbrm. "’~
will arrive:in Kern. Co~t~ .,since ."You saU are:not going t~ be
environmental restri~.cti0nsi _w~re:p~,able.to borrow ’money: to pla]it
in placelin.:.recent years,~he sai. d; :"~r~ in arens..tha~.d..epend ~en.

"It .also,says they ~re .n0t"going aqueduct water. It take~" longer than"

gered for another ~ ~;:TI~ :.: pr0d. u~.a-~0p,’.," :~: ..:~::..~.:~.-~,~: ’.:.~." .~.:.~.,
~ives"U~..’~me" ~e ,to g~t so~e ~ On a more posi. ~i~e’-~ote,~]~kers-
changes :"ma’~ ~"~the.’.~- .clang..e~ field’ water ~attomey~Emest .~Conant
Species .Act," Starch said. -~-. ..’ .~: ..... said iL was signfficant’.tt~t.~-epre-,

Starrh lioped t.~e.’ agre~ement , seutatiy from urban, areas,, farm
wouldT~abili~ the.: .f~.~n~ ":. are.a..s,ienvironme..nta! groups and’
my .o~ .t.~h~.~.:._.w....e~ .side~~in:~Ker~ .Coun-... goyernm .e~.tal ag~ncie~ signed off on
ty’s S.~ JOii~i.u.in, V:.~...e.’~,~her,e the same.:::. document. While..the
thousan~:~.~ .ores of.~l.tr~v’~i ~kgre~ment... d..oes ....not promise :.to.
been: abaildbn~d~ ~..’~r~nt’~e~rssolve the:’i~robl~ms faced’by- Kern:
becanse::o£ ~ter.. ~t~.~’e~;!~(~dei]iCounty’s .w~st side.farmersdepen-I
large ~:t~:~:.~:.~p,~tec-dent on tti#aqdeduct:~at~r,itdoesl
tion eff.e.i~::: ~i %1 .~ :::~r : ~.’:.-.,. ..... show...t~at - peo~.ple .f.r.0m :~.erent,

Joe: MacI1Vatne~"~ptdsi~ent’;~of interest groups nave ~.gun...to"com-
" Paramount. Farm~"C~.; Whi~i:l~

. promise~ he.said.’ .......
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