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Local reactions mixed
to environmental pact

By SUSAN TOWERS
Calkfornian staff writer

Immediate reactions from Kern
County agricultural leaders were
mixed Thursday to the historic envi-
ronmental agreement signed in Sac-
ramento by Gov. Pete Wilson and
federal officials. A .

Fred Starrh, a west side farmer
and a board member -of the Kern -
County Water Agency, said the
agreement will bring some reliabili-
ty to state water supplies. Although
it dedicates more water than -ever
before to the Sacramento-San-
Joaquin Delta environment, it at *
least assures local farmers that
wildlife officials won’t keep tummg
off the pumps in the Delta. every °
time they fear a fish is threatened.

The agreement also means.that
more California Aqueduct_ water
will arrive.in Kern. County since
environmental restrictions' wére put
in place in recent years,. he said:
" “It ‘also_says they are Tiot ‘going
to .list -another specles -as ‘endan-

gered for another three}*ears “That .
givec us some’ time 1o get some
changes “made fo' the. *Endangered
Species Act,” Starrh said.

Starrh  hoped 'the' agreement "
‘would "stabilize “the farming econo- "
my on the west sidevinsKern Coun- _ .
ty's San’ Joaquin 'Valley; “where -
thmxsandsofacmoffarmlanﬁhavef
been: abandoned. in 1 recent years
becauseof water. shortagw, due’in.
large part to- envxronmentaL protec-
tion effortsi .

Joe . Macnvaﬁxe, ‘presxdent of
Paramount Farming Co., which has '
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extensive operations on the west
side, ‘said .he had jyet to read the
agreement but fears it will do!little
to stop the idling of farmlanrb
Thousands of .acres of: orchards
and vineyards have been’ bulldozed

" in the Lost Hills area since 1991.".

“The document has been, written
mlanguagethat:snoteasilymlger—
pretable,” he said. \FE MES

Jack Hunt, president % eion
Ranch, also said his". concems *for

. farming on the west side havé not

been squeiched. Much' of the farm-
land -there depends- solely on'’ water
from the aqueduct.”.:
“The -shelf life of the agreement,
as they -called 'it,” is- only three
years,” he said.- “thle that gives
you some assurances-in.the short
term, it still leaves you with: nncer-
tainties for the long ferm. .-
“You still are-not going to be
able .to borrow money - to plant

“"orchards in areas that- -depend -on

aqueduct water. It takes longer than’

'threeyearsforthoseorchardsto

produce a-crop,” ~ &G, e
©On a more positive ‘note %em
field' water .attorney.Ernest :Conant

-said it.was significant- that’repre-

sentatives from urban areas, farm
areas, ermronmental ‘groups and’
governmental agencies signed off on

the ‘same’. document. While the

"agreement does -not’ promise to.

solve the. problems faced by Kern'
County’s wést side farmers. depen-|
dent on the" agueduct ‘water, it does|
show . that - people from - different

»xnterwtgroupshavebeglmtocom-

promise; he said.
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