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Under the plan, the two biggest
water projects in the state will
give up an additional 1.1 million
acre-feet of water in a critically/
dry year, a roughly 20 percent cut.

Knowing ahead of time how|
~puch .the.v.’ll be asked to give Up
.helps offset the pain of the 10ss,
~v. ater users said.

For example, in the Kern Coun-
try Water Agency’s district last "
¯ ~ear - a critically dry year - farm-.
:~rs left 100,000 of 900,000 acres
~,f.all0 .w.. beca, .use.many~did.np~.knq~.~:
’they would get enough water for a ~:
d~op~’~until too lat~ to get bank_.
.lo~S~ stud Dave Schuster, a
~ul~.ant for the agency. . ’ "
~ : ’ .~:’~e’ll be mu, ch better,,off ,than
~ w~,have i~’~er~ tl~e~,,l&~ ’~e~ral!~ :~
~zy.e,~ar~ .s,., he s,md.~ " " . ~ ¯
i ~-~O~ers said the ~greeziient ~ , .
’, ehd ~e gridlock and uncertainty:
~thati,h,,,as dampened California’s’~ece~ii~li~cr’ecevery: :::i:’:~::":i:,~ " ~
¯ ~.’. "~rhis agreementall6Ws.us~t0:~
~nov ~ll the busmess.commumty .
f ~;e~]~a~,e. a .re[iabl~. source,of,

~ia~:~e~er~l manager o~ the Metro-"
~olitan Water District, which
~:~er~..e~.s,, 15 m~.’q~,Southern~ Call? ¯

OONTINUED BELOW#

" .-F ,,~- . " :~:. ~.;:~ -" .,; ¯ :2! . ly "criticism heard Thursday. He " . Still !mresolved iSwhether:the
Th6~e’s ~lent~-ofroom:~: said h~ Senate Namr~ ~esources ’U.S. ~sh and

. Committeewill hold hearings on list the Sac]~L~n.t0.~:;s~.]ittail uzide~:.
in Califorrlia for " - the:. plan in January. " . :.. ¯ the fede~al.Enda~k~r~d Sp~cie~
,. : .’(. _ °. :. , .:.... :. . I car~not suppor~ a compromise Act. Even if it W~e listed,.wi]d]ife

agrmulture, cities,.-    . that puts salmon at the risk ofe~- ’ . officials saidThhrsd~y~"the split-
~s-:~~almon, w"tland"-~ : ’ !e S~ ~ tinction while we waste water and.’~ tail would not cost water users. ’

recklessly.overdeve!op Southern, " While speaker, after.speaker
California,~’ he said. ;_j ::_., -,~ .’ Thursday heralded the plan as a

waterfo ~w_l and all the~ ’ . ......The heart of the new Delta plan:, his~ri~ compromise, it will l~unch
anothei~ era of Delta wrangling...:,"~: :: :- ~.~ ~: " ~:~ .:.~-i":- :~Z;~ttenby an unprecedented" "

: omer na~urm wonders’ " coalition of water users from Cen- .i . Star~ing hi June, the State Wa-

~ " ~ (" o ":; ~J~ ":. ’:? s =",~:":~":~’ "’ l~st~several"weeks federal .~ind ’ ~ave to give up to meet the new
": ¯ ~,~, ~ ,.. ~,. ~-,’~ ,~ ’., . -~, ¯ ~.~ .;...., state officials worked it over until ~ standard. .:: . .... ~:    } .

.... Bruce Babbitt - ...~ all coLfld mgn offon tt. ¯ People.who div.ert,’water,above’
.... .~ecretar~oftheInterior .....’,~.~,;..~,~-.--;.,~["ne.plan-unveiledThursday,~or ....the .Delta;;,such as:~Sacramento

" "" :: ~’ :~.~ ’. -::i b~% ¯ ~ !;. :::’ ~ter.pro3ects°f~om taki~, gmore~than,- .� :.,.npt be. h,eld-responsible f~,,dam-
~. Environmeh~alists’ 5flexed les~.~,’~’i~5 p.~rcent ,of the ~va~er.:ilo_~.’,ng ih~:~ ~’ge ~.,W~gl~: 75~.:
effusive praise; but:n6’criticis~:’,(~;~to t.~ Delta~.m F.,ebruary:.’:!~.~he~. i;~-pumps ~m: the ..D..elta:.
¯ .:.:;fiNe re going to. lsl~ the agree- plan, ~the :water users .had sought ~ depend .upon the:pumps _argue,~he

haven’t l~e~ dealt wi~hyet. But i~." Thd ~plan also’ Call~ f~r Str~nger the federal EP~"f~"~0~.TI~e
gets :. everyone on, the ~s..a~. e page; ~_. flows:do~a the San J~aqumiRiver . new plan will~las.~’kt.h~ee?,ye~rs,
and. allow.s everyo.n~ ~0 .move fqr-.:.., fqr, .the sake. of, salmon .an~..com- while a f....ederal-~e.~:~¢~.it
ward in an era 0fcohpe’r&tiom" ~ .:.~ ~s water i/sere to paying for fish : as the’ " . ¯ - ¯ ,    ’ -. ,State Sen. Tom Hayden, D-San- screens, habitat restoratmn and Delta plan, ;: ~
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