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State, U. S 1ron out deal
to end Delta water war.

‘markably broad L support, ..ok

By NancyVogel »
BeeStaﬁ Wnter : .‘

Cahforma and the federal government struck a

cease-fire, Thursday, in the state’s most 1mportant
water ‘battle, unveiling a-new Delta pla,n with're-

“The war is over at long last, » sald U.8. Secretary-::
of the Intenor Bruce Babbitt in’ 2 Sacrametito news
conference attended by the state’s.and nation’s most -

powerful water officials, including U.S. Environmen--

tal Protectmn Agency Admlmstrator Carol Browner:.
‘The plan;,-which was being hammered out until

" late Wednesday, will regulate how much water flows -
through the Sacramento-San Joaqum Deltato. San:-~
f the '

-' : drmkmg and mgatmn water, the Delta’ also holds
* the remnants of the West Coast s nchest 1nland fish-

I ery, mcludlng two fish species protected by the U.S.
Endangered Species Act. .
+That federal act, and its power o shut down the

-Delta pumps that ﬁll major aqueducts, helped push
*and shape the agreement Under the plan, farmers

and cities will be shielded from giving up more water
for endangered specxes; Instead, if biologists- ﬁnd
-that a species needs more water, the federal govem-
ment wﬂl find and pay for the water, Babbitt said. -
“We're saying a deal’s a deal,” he said. e
- What's more, the plan w1ll ease the pressure of
klllmg too many Delta smelt and wmter-run cl}mook
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Lontinued from page Ai - o
‘galmon ~ both protected species —_
;‘Jor thetoperators of the state’s two
iggest water. projects;; Federal
:,wxldhfe officials said. i imder

,mi)re ﬂembil?e lfules they’éxpect to .
irélease in .Febru th ects
ill:be all ‘o

State Water PrOJect about 600, OOO '
acre-feet of water: .enough to sup-:...

onpeoplef 'ayear Gl
ete ' Wilson saj

¢-Hé ¢alled. the Delta-a-good ex-
ample of the “unpredictable and -
harmful effects of the Endangered
,Spec1es *Act.” Babbitt, however.
sa1d‘the agreement showed the &
_the law,

o o

¢ -“There’s plenty of room in Call-
fforma for agrmllture,kcmes, salm- -
O8, rfowl: ands all%

qhe ot}ler na
- gtate”he'said.%:

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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' There s plenty of room
in Cahforma for
agr1culture cities,"
“salmon, wetlands ;
| waterfowl and a.ll the
Jother natural wonders '

xv.s.:

. Env1ronmenta11sts ffered less
effuswe praise; “butno criticist
‘We re going to sign the  agree

men

” said David Beharexecu:.
‘tive.directdr. of the Bay. Institute.
“It’s not an easy thing to do be- '
causethere are some issues that':

" haven’t been dealt with yet. But it

_ze},u,‘

Under the plan the two biggest
water projects in the state will
give up an additional 1.1 million
acre-feet of water in a critically -
dry year, a roughly 20 percent cut.

, Knowing ahead of time how
qmch they'll be asked to give up
helps offset the pain of the loss,
water users said.

For example, in the Kern Coun-
ty Water Agency’s district last -
Jear — a critically dry year —farm--
érs left 100,000 of 900,000 acres

~fallow because many ¢ d1d not know ;-

‘they would get enough water for a ..

crop, “until too laté to get bank.

loans,; said Dave Schuster, a oon-«.

i sultant for the agency.

*we ihave been. the last, several
.years,, ”hesaid™¥ © -

i “We'll be, much, better. off than :

S

v ‘Others said the agreement w1ll N

‘end the gridlock and uncertainty -
vthat has dampened Cahformas
econpmlc recovery. . A

! : “This agreement allows us,tov
fnow ‘tell the busmess _community

said John. “Woody™ Wodras

y;te

¥

'“ka, general manager of the Metro- *

*bohtan Water District, ‘which

Efervey 15 nnlhon Southem Cah-- .

&fﬁowrm'gns RN «z?’l
CONTINUED BELOW
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ta Monica, offered some of the on--

2 . ly criticism heard Thursday. He

said his Senate Natural Resources

. Committee will hold heanngs on

“ thé plan in January.

“I cannot support a comprom1se

- that puts salmon at the risk of ex- °
" tinction while we waste water and .

_ recklessly overdevelop Southern

. all could sign off on it.

= fo° pump away 65 percent of thi

o

‘gets: everyone on the .same, page, :

and ‘allows everyone to move for-f. -
- mlts water users to paying for fish :
screens, habitat, restoration and |

ward in an era of cooperation.”
State Sen. Tom Hayden, D- San-

flows;down the San Joaquin’ River

~

Cahforma,” he said. .
.. The heart of the new Delta plan

. “was written by an unprecedented

coahtlon of water users from Cen-
¢ alle’y,;.rfarm fields .and
1i7 California 'cities:: They
-issued‘a plan this fall, ‘and in'the -
last several weeks federal and
state ofﬁcrals worked it over untﬂ

i The plan unvelled Thursday, fo
example prevents the state’s>wa
ter progects from taking more] than
5 percent of the water ﬂowmg ini

il
plan, the Water users had sought
inflow in February, a month when *
young-salmon are vulnerable to
‘being swept away. % S
The plan also éalls for stronger

for the sake ‘of salmon and com-
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% board should spread the pain. =

,',:new plan will - las_ t

i A LS LB

other non:water' measures.

-officials said Thursday; ‘the split-
tail would not cost water users.

While speaker after speaker -

Thursday hera.lded the plan as a

histori¢ compromise, it will launch

another era of Delta wrangling.
Starting in June, the State Wa-

ter Resources Control Board must .

- sift through water rights to decide
-how much water each user will
‘haye to, give up to meet the new
standards ey

"2 The state water board is'expec-
ted to officially adopt thea new Del-

g ears,
while a federal—state*te *ﬁsesnt

"Still unresolved is whether the
'US. Fish and Wildlife Service will
list the Sacramento splittail under’
the federal Endangered Species .
Act. Even if it were listed, wildlife

* People, who divert- water above 'A
the Delta,, such as Sac amento
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