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Accord Reached
On Water Rights
Compromise plan would help
replenish delta, S.F. BaY:,.;I:....

By Elllot.Dirlnger " in California history. ..:~
~ c~.m~e ..s~w~te~ ’ At issue is l~ow much water ci~

I~ a historicb~eakthrough,~t~e . ieS"and farms’can divertfrom the.
state and federal governments de.lta -- the State’s largest so~rce’,
struck ,an llth-hour agreement ~. of drinking and irrigation supplies
yesterday on alplan to steer water" : and how much is left for the bay
away from cities and farms andand delta, where fish populations
back to San Francisco Bay. ¯ have been Plummeting for de-

The sweeping .accord, to be an-: cades.
nounced at the state ,Capitbl this ~ ~:; Bay-delta protections adopted
morning by Governor Wilson a~d ’ by state regulatorsin 1978were lot-
top officials from Washington, cul-’ er re~ected by the U.S. Environ-
minates a 20-year:battle by envi-" :~mental Protection Agency and by
ronmentalists .to: win more Water ;~;~ the dour~s, and the state has tried
for the ailing bay and Sacramento- ,~ andfailed thr.e~, times sinc~, then
San Joaquin River~Del.ta. "" .... to devel~;stand~ds accept~b~le to

’ F~eral:reguh~: Whoareun- the’EPA~::’/:;:~ :;~":"; ’~:""~ "
der courtorder to adopt .new bay- -~’:. ¯ -Hauled into court by .environ-
delta regulations by ~today, had...: men.talists, the EPA promisedto
worked furiously with cities, farm- adopt its own standards, by today.
ers and environmentalists during ¯ It released a draft plan a year ago,
the past .yea~..to. ~r~ive at :~ ~pl~in , setting the stage for the ~urious he-
acceptable to:all three, and~io,:the ~:":gotiations concluded yesterday.
0 " " " ’ : " " "" " "     ";°:: : ’~’:" ’: : " :"’" :::"~° " ’ " "~’" "::~’’"

’ḡ ve~n°r.’~ii:;::~ .:~::::!:..: . .:~:!:!~:!~:i: (:.:i!~!. The::agreement..~rei~resents a

".T~,, ere area fev~ i~.sues°th~tre-:::;.~:i~ompromise between., the EPA’s
main, said~ an Interior Depart- .:-.:latest draft, which:would have tak-
ment official, "but we have ~each: ’~"~n 1.3 million acre-feet Or’ more in’
ed agreement in principle ::onall .~’:d~ught years, and an alternative
major concerns." " : scheme pushed by the state’s ma-

:.:- ;~~.. :.’~::o.~,.~,..-: ....’,~::,:.:. ~: jor,=urban and agricultural water
Under~the agreement, sourc~si: ag~nc~ies, which would have limit-

said~citie~’and f~r~s:up and~d0w~ ?
Califsrnia.~vouidgi.~d~p.a~eb~inbii~f~ ed. ~cutst°,.~.~ :~ 1 million acre-feet.,     .    ;
ed average of 450,000 ad~e-f~et a , ~’~i~:~y had to come ~p a little,"il
year ~ or nearlyl0 percent’~f the said one federal official, "and w~

’supplies typic~ly.drawn e.a, ch ~ar- had to come down a little."
from .the tlelta.. ~, .:-..:~:~; " ~’: : The marathon negotiations had

Cuts would be, much stiffer .-,. barely concluded, however, before~
up to!l.1 milli0ii acr~fe~t ’a ~ear.::-7:.: the Wilson and Clinton administra-:
".m the :.avaunt.. ofi~a pro!0.ng~d/ tions began jockeying to claim’
~ urought, whenthv~atened species..! credit for the breakthrough and.
such as deltasmelt:~nd winter, r~un. put their own spin on it. -
salmon are most ’-imperiled,’ but~                          "
When cities ahd fa~i~. can also.~"r~’::¢:Although:state officials stayed
least spare the water. ;..:...    ~.~::     ".largely on: tile~’sidelki~s through¯ . ..--.;... ¯ the months of negotiations; Wilson
¯ Ti~e first ciutba~ks could b~ feltinsisted on being therethis morn-

as early as February, when federal..ing to unveil the plan, leaving the
authorities announce water deliv-.Clinton administration officials
cries for 1995, and once fully enact- ~ fearful that he might use the 0cca-
ed, the plan could amount to the ~ sion to claim a victory for himself
largest reshuffling of water rights.. and a defeat for Washington.
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