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ccord Reached

On Water Rights

Comprormse plan would help
replenish delta S.F. Bay

. By Elliot Diringer -
Chronlcle Stqﬂ' Writer

In a historic breakthrough the'
state and federal governments

struck .an 1lth-hour agreement -
yesterday on a plan to steer water .

away from cities and farms and
back to San Francisco Bay.

The sweeping accord, to be an-

nounced at the state Capitol this

morning by Governor Wilson and
top officials from Washington, cul-
minates a 20-year ‘battle: by envi--

in Cahfornia hlstory \
© At issue is how much water crt-

ies‘and farms can divert from the .

delta — the state’s largest source
of drmkmg and irrigation supplies

- —and how much is left for the bay

and delta, where fish populations
"have been plummetmg for de-
- cades.

Bay-delta protections adopted
" by state regulatorsin 1978 were lat-
er rejected by the U.S. Environ-
. mental Protection Agency and by

ronmentalists to’ win more water o “the courts, and the state has tried

for the ailing bay and Sacramento-
San Joaqum Rlver Delta )

.and’ falled three times since.then
‘to develop standards acceptable to

i o the EPA™ 4

Federal regulators, who are un-
der court-order to adopt new bay-

delta regulations by .today, had..

worked furiously with cities, farm-

ers and environmentalists during

the past year to.arrive at-a plan

acceptable to:all three, and to the
. governor.. - -

“There are a few 1ssues thatr
main,” said . an Interior Depart.

ment official, “but we have reach .

ed agreement m prmclple on all .
major concerns :

Under the agreement sources
said, cities'and farms .up and down
California-would give up a combm-
ed average of 450,000 acrefeet a’
year — or nearly 10 percent of the

e

- -Hauled into court by environ-
mentahsts the EPA promised.to’
adopt its own standards by today.
" It released a draft plan a year ago,

. setting the stage for the furious ne-

gotratlons concluded yesterday

“The” agreement represents a
compromise between the EPA’s

latest draft, which would have tak-
en 1.3 nulhon acrefeet or more in’
drought years, and an- alternative
scheme pushed by the state’s ma-
“jor;urban and agricultural water
agencies which would have limit-
ed cuts to 1 million acre-feet ;

“They had to come up a little,” .
said one federal official, “and we-

- supplies typlcally drawn each year—— had to come down a httle »

: from the delta X

. Cuts would be much stlffer —_
up to'1.1 million acrefeéta year— .
in the :event, of:a prolonged h

.drought, when threatened species .
‘such as delta'smelt and winter-run-
salmon are most “imperiled, but”

_when ‘cities and farms ‘can also.”
least spare the water i«

The first cutbacks could be felt

as early as February, when federal
authorities announce water deliv- -

eries for 1995, and once fully enact- -

The marathon negotiations had -

barely concluded, however, before.
the Wilson and Clinton administra--
tions began jockeying to claim’
credit for the breakthrough and.
put their own spin on it. .

»i:Although'state officials stayed
largely on’ thé sidelinés through
. the months of negotiations,; Wilson
insisted on being there this morn-
1ing to unveil the plan, leaving the
Clinton administration officials
fearful that he might use the dcca-

ed, the plan could amount to the— sion to claim a victory for himself

. largest reshufflmg of water rights

and a defeat for Washington. -
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