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Water wars near an end?

Sa,cmmento -San Joaquin Delta plan is the Icey

n the past two years, an amazing

thing bas happened in California’s
waler wars,

. At ane time, the threc combatants

B — cilics, agricultural interests,

environmentalists — were at each

- . other’s throate in courtrooms and in Con-
‘gress. But today a fragile peace exists.

- On Thuraday, au announcement will be

., made that could be onc of the biggest

events in (he history of the state's water
wars; It will dewede whiether California
cities and agriculture will have a guaran-
tecd water supply for the next decade.

A guaranteed water supply may be the
mast important economic challenge fac-
ing San Diego and the rest of California,

- Cities must be able to guarantee busi-

nesses and industries a stable, adequate
water eupply. If t.hey can, it will be &
boost to the state's economy. If they
can't, it could ultimately prove disastrous
to the state’s.economy. That's basically
what will he decided on Thursday,

As ususl, the snnouncement jtself will

.. be much more arcanc. Federal environ-

mental agencies will hold a press confer-

- ence 10 announce new rules on hdw much

water can be pumped out of the Sacra-

-mento-San Joaguin Delta without harm-

ing cndangered fish spcmes. most nota-
bly the winter-run and sprmg-run salmon
and the delta smelt, |

Here's why that is 30 important: The
defta provides water to more than 20
miillion urban and rural residents. It alsu

_provides irrigation for 200 crops, includ-
. ing 45 percent of the nation’s fruits and
- vegetables, And it provides life support

for 120 specics of fish, along with large
commercial and recreational fisheries.
Everyone agrees the delta is in danger.

" Urban and agricultural water agencies

have. accepted that' changes must be
made to protect the environment. And

environmentalists hnve accepted that
cconumic. conriderations must be ad-
dressed when fixing the delta,

- That's where we are now. In what they

ngree is a remarkable consensus, major
urban and agricultural water sgencies
have deviscd a short-term solution for
“the delta problems, It addresses environ-
mental necds while still providing « reli-
able water supply for cities and farins.

Environmentalists, farmera and cities.

agree nn maal of she protections for the

delta. Where there is not agreement is on:
- exactly how much water must be allowed

to flow out to sea in order (o protect fish.

The agriculture and urban plan pro-
' poses a multifaceted system to protect -

the cnvironment, including such things
as habitat resgtoration and -putting
screens on water putmps to save fish,

That could allow more water to be ex-

ported to cities.
- The sticking point right fnow is .con-
 wincing field biologists from the 11.S. Fish
snd Wildlife Service and the National
Marine Fisheries Service to be flexible
and to consider how federal limits on
deita water exports will influence Califor-
nir's economy, It’s up to top-level federal
officials, including Interior Sccretary
Bruce Babbitt and Assistant Secretary
Betsy Rieke, to make sure the federal
stauce on the delta won't hurt the sw.e $
ccononiic recovery.

‘Meetings are under way right now
between federal and state officials to iroa
this out before Thursday. Gov. Pete Wil
son and state water officials have an
extremely important role to play as the
brokers for. peace in the water wars,

They need to convince everyont that -

only a consensus plan w:ll avoid a retuen
to warfare.”

Comumon ground cxists. All sides n(-cd
to lmd it by Tlnursd«y
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