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BY LIZ MULLEN

Staff Reporter
eral officials are scheduled 1o vnveil a

'ajor supply of drinking water for Cal-
a, water will be more expensive and

'“i:lemcnling the new standacds will
lve reducing the amount of fresh water
g‘i&ﬁand {ederal water projects take. fmm

Th ‘§Della tssue is of great 1mponzncc 10
{ e cs becausz it may affect “the cost of

€ busiacss and the cost of living™ 1

@;é\ he diversion change is designed to
Moggaerse the decline in the populations of
: %ﬁcgendmgcnd fish species. the Chinook

mon and the Delia Smelt. Those species
h§fc heen dwng as a result of sall water
-t

delta supplies about | million of the
million acre-feet of water consumed by
thern California residents and business-
eSdccording o the Metropolitan Water Dis;
;ﬁ,{%;%rﬁi A lypical l‘amily of five uses an acre-

j;c U S. Envuoomcmal Protection
énc) and thz US. Fish and Wildlife Sa-

*;Thcsc water volume and salinity stza-
m.ll involve a cumng back the amoun(

'lso {ater this moath, state water offi-
cials arc expecied g announce their own
vﬁ;@'giﬂ' standard foc the regioa. Stale and fed-
‘lim‘iifofﬁcxa!s are hoping they can reach an
BREement oo 2 single water cutback from
! th:sme and fedecal water projcts.
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If the state and faderal governments issuc
dufferent standards, a battle may easue ovex
which gavernmeat has authority o regulate
water qights, slate and fedeal sources u)ld
the Business Joumnal.

Elizabeth Ricke, assistant socrelary of the
U.S. Depariment of the Iatesior, who s
coocdinatiog the federal plan for the delta,
said the federa) government has the anthori-
ty 10 enforee the standard it s2ts. But other
walsr issue experts told the Business Journal

~ that whether or not federal officlals have

that authacity is unclear under curreat law.

Rieke 'said there is “no qucsuon the
decision would impact water prices and
availability in the Southland. But, she
added, “the tmpact on Southem Califormia
depends-a great deal on whetber or not ...
you have s wet rain year.”

California business leaders have long
awaited 8 decision oo how much water the
Say Delna will te allowed to maintain and
trow touch water weers will get. Ina lewer ©0
President Bill Chatwa and Gov. Pete Wilson -
last summer, top officers of the slate’s
majoc corparations urged that a stapdard be
set *Y0 pratect both our covironment and
economy.’

“Toe lack of approved standards is creat-
ing unceriinty tat threatens the economic
recovery We so desperalely need,” stated the
leter which was sigaed by seven heads of
cocparations, including foha Bryson, chalr
man of Rosernead-based Southern Call-
fornis Edison Co. aod Richard Rosenberg,
chairman of San Francisco-based
BapkAmerica Corp. -

Rieke told the Business Journal last week
that standacds will be set and the delta may
begin as early as February. 1995 to keep
water which was formerly seot o Southern
California.

Federal officials last week were still
working on devising the standard, Ricke

sad.

“The fcdeml law tells us to protect the
(fish) species,” she said. *‘We want o pro-
mlhcspeccamav-ajtba'usesﬁ\clfmt
amount of water. But it must be a sciensifi-
cally supportable deal.”

Last week, statc and federal oﬂiaa!.s as
well as representatives of e stare”s busi-
pess and envionmental cogunuaities, were
trying to negotale.a COMPTOMISE.

Rieke said {ederal officials are sull evalu-
ating tree proposals which would provide

" (hree different cutbacks (o waur users which
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take water from the dela

One proposal, put forward by the EPA
last year, would impose cutbacks to deita
water users of S00,000 acre-feet {n ant aves-
age rainfall year and 1.5 milfion in a drought
year, according lo Parrick Wright, chief of
the Bay Delta Section of the U.S. Envirog-
mental Protection Agency,

A plen by enviroameatal groups is simi-
lar to the EPA’s, but would cut back the
amount of water urban and agricultural users
could wke frum the delm by 2 million acre-
feet in 8 drought sitation.

A third plan was recestly proposed by
the Metropolitan Water District, the water
wholesale ageacy for L.A., Orange, Ventura
and San Bernardino couoties, and several
other water ageocics around the state.

That plan, would impose the smallest
reduction’ ia the. amount of water from
water users take from the defta — 300,000
acre fcet in an average rainfall year and a
maximurn of | miflion feet in a drought
year.

Sohn Amodio, executive director of the
Bay Delta Ovessight Council, which was set
up by Gov. Wilson two years ago (o find a
solution o the Bay Delta pxohlem said the
state favors the water agencies' plan.

“[ think there is a distinct possibility that
a propasal remarkably similar to the water
users’ propasal, with some limited refine-
ments, could be acceptable (o all pariés.”
Amodio said.

Rieke said federal offtclals ure wyiog 1o
lind a compromise, bul it js not going to be
easy (o issuc a standard that will please
environmentalists, the business commugqity
and water agenicies.

‘U we lowball i there will. bc assnl from
the erwironmental commumt}. * Rieke said.
“If we take more water than is needed, we
are going to be sued by the water users.
That’s the dghtrope we have to watk.™

Remy, who is also a member ot Gov.
Wilson's Bay Delta Oversight Couacil, said
there are a lot of productive negotiztions -
going oa balween state and {edend atticials,

“Where things may begin to full upan is
what the feds nusy want may not b uccept
able at the state level,” Remy said.

“If we wind up with 2 lederal standard
that is unacceptable to the state, we are
going be back ia a loggerhead berwesn fed-
eral policy and stare’s rights.”
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