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An Historic Water Accord

ONSENSUS and commonsense have
overcome the gridlock that for de-
cades has prevented proper manage-

ment of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
and San Francisco Bay. The bistorie feder-
al-state water-quality accord announced
yesterday is the beginning of the end of
almost 20 years of bitter and unproductive
bickering among agricuitural, urban and
environmental jn-

terests,
The . As such, it rep-
- resents a giant step
standards toward meeting
at least two  conflicting
. goals: reversing
minimally the historic decline
{ of marine species
satisfyall - § ey oo
tnlerests tuary  through,
among other

things, more swin.
gent lumts on water exports o {arms and
c.ua. at the same time guaractesing those
same interests reliable and predictable sup-
plies of drinking water and irrigation to
sustain 20 million Californians and an agri-
cultural base that provides45 perceat of the
nation's {ruits and vegetabies.

The bay-deita estuary’s water is nothing
less than the lifeblood of California’s econ.
omy and environment — a finite resource
that has come under the pressure of seem-
ingly infinite demands. In mesting those
demands, the estuary has suffered irrepara.

bledamage, affecting fish and wildlife habi-

tat throughout the watershed.

esterday’s accord brought together for

the first time all the various interests
that have done battle over that resource for
almost 20 years and demonstrated that,
warking together, they could {ind 2 way to
at least minimally satisfy ail user interests
while still leaving enough water in the rive
ers and bays for the survival of the salmon,
smelt, bass and other species whose num-
bers have plummaeted in recent decades.

A lot of people deserve a lot of credit,
especiaily Governor Wilson and the key
representatives of the Clinton administra.
ton, Felicia Marcus of the Environmental
Protection Agency and Betsy Rieke of the
Interior Department. San Francisco’s Andy
Moran, representing urban water users,
played a key role, as did many of the Bay
Area’s environmental advocates. Th.anks
and congratulations, to all
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