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po.~stbte without ".. t.. :To this end, I would ord,v note that the Stage I ecosystem restoration
" progra.rr£ proposed aspart of the July 8 draft has. well. a long v,-a,v to go-)

~econd. Me Drar~ reaches significai~t programmatic conclusions (.e.g.: "New.storage will be.     "
included in the preferred, program alternative." ipage B-q) before extensive criticisms of the
initta! draft Progrm,’nmatic.EIS/R have even been co~idered’. and certainly before a revised"-
programmatic dr.a~ EIS, R has been re-circulated which addresses those pr6biems in particular:
This is part oi: a. Lager flaw in the NEP,~’CEQA process which underlies the J’uly $ Draft. i.e ....
one that al!-but+i~:nc.res the fundamental con¢cms and problams that EDF and others have
identified as pan ,:r" the ~’nitial programmatic draft: (but which are.now being swept aside due to
the rteed~ and pre.~+ures resulting from the unrealistic deadlines which have beck>me a CALFED
hailmark+-. Specifically, EDF beliaves that the July:$ Draft+ like the initial progr.ammatic drail

+!. P.:ui+ t., address the single most important+ factor.in restoi’ing, and.sustaining Bay- ... L L+
Dettae¢osvstem health, the total amount of water that can be extracted from tbesvstem; indeed,+
it improperly a~.~ert+ the opposite,. +d~at significantly more water�an be ¢xtra<:Ced from a
s̄everely-dcplet~t system and:then manipulated in a marmmr that results in aet.e¢61ogical
b̄enetXts, as we|l as increased consumptive water supplies2 - .... ¯.:...

2. ,Fails to recognize that market+oriented.alternative,can optimize the me of....
California s already .extensi,,~ely de.velop~ water management infram-u¢, tur¢.i~ or~!e~, t9 m~,_+t...¯~+.~.~,i:::~+ .~.
the net:--ds of.ecosy~terns and people at minimm long-term cost,

..... ~ ~ .... :

3. Fails ~o articulate a lea~t-¢ost financial strategYl that Will PaY for the Common
prepare elements, andit fails to.establish who will be ~ked to pay for th~ many new darns and.conveyance faciliti,,’that a¢¢otmt for the majority" of the program’s proj~ted.+ ¢.:apital +com. ¯

.4: F~iis ~o ,mphasiz~ the criiiCal role.that restored ecosys.tem health w~ilhave in
securing, and .sustaining all other anticipated program benefits, and it fails to acknoG!edg~ the           .’
,.’ubsta.ntial ~+ater i+~r benefits associated.with an aggressively implemen.ted ecosystem :
restoration progra~zt.                    .    .           :. - ...           .

5. Fails.to dei’me legal, financial, operadonal,+and hydrologic ~¯+[...... bas, lirtes (inetudin~
comprehimsive masurement of total water use and the basis f;or +,and quantiSeation of; its water
Supply reliability, obj~:tive) that provide the foundation for a long-t¢rm agreement.- ¯ ~+.

6̄. Fads to establish implementation raechanisms and performance criteria for th¢ .....
Ecosystem Restoration. Program plan and other commoiz pr0gram elements to+ ~sur+ that these         ,
programs actually will b¢ implemented as promised.                                      ,, "
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not at ~s ~o~at a~emptto add+ess~o,r+ e~temsive s~cific coacems %~th.~e~uly
:adividu~ p~v~+iom. ED~ ~liev~,howeve+, tha+ o~y a comprehensive +e-~te
~nd~eaml re-~;~eatatiom) of ~e July ~ Dra~ - ome ~at mspoads ~tecdy md mat~dally to the

conc~m~ ~nd Cdticis~s~ ~d w~ch propo~s a ~ewO~k for ad~sin8 +~d re~l~ng
md all om~mding ~ssUes~d coa~ms ~ a ~nd~ent~ p~ of"Stage I" - cm hope to

as the bas~ s for deveibping a dmR prefe~ed .pr0~ alternative which h~
c~nce of meeung CALFED’s Iong-te~ objectives,    ..

we.~ill be hapty ro provide mo~e ext~ive review md Cogenton such a revision when it "

y-ou axed ~tncerely.                                                                :

David Yardas
Ser, ior .a~naly~
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