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Subject: Resem-ch Program-~ Open Topics

Background: CALFED has made a commitment to imple.mentedosystemrestoration tl~ough-.. ¯
adaptive.management: This.c0mmitment rec0gnizesthat there are important s~ientifie questions
that remain to be answered about the ecological processes and functions of the Bay-Delta system~
In many. Cases, these questions mugt be evaluated to:increase the effectiveness of ecos~ystem
restoration actions and to focusfunding and effort to the highest, priority areas; To promote
rigor0fis s.cientifi� evaluationof the~e questions, there is a need to seek innovates~ientific..
research as related to the Bay-Delta ecosystem.. Any scientific research Shduld be rigorously peer
reviewed, the hypothesis .clearly stated, the,methods documented, and theresults broadly
disseminated. ¯ "

~ ProposedAction: Develop-an open research program~ This progrmn could use. a similar

program, the ~Re.searchEnhancement Pr0gram,.as a model. The Research .Enhancement Program
was managed by the Intetagency EcologiCal Task Force and resulted in. thetype 0f rigorous ~ " " " -
research programs which answered important. Scientific questions. Proposals may be Submitted
on any topicof interest within, the Bay-DeRa ecosystem; !he only constraint is that. a dir~.ct link

¯ "       .must be shown ....... to ihe EcoSystem Restoration Pi’ogram Plan. A Str6ng scientifiC.    . peerreview.
prr~ess.w!ll.beused to evaluate the proposals for Funding and then.to.evaluate the results Of the
research piojects.                                    -

.. ¯ Geographic ~rea: Anywhere wi.thin the Sacramento-San J0aquin Delta system: ........

-. R~commended Funding:. $1.000;000 per year for three years,                              "

Coordination: Use the old Research Ehhdn~ement Program RFP. ag a model for thisfocused
grant.                                   " ......., ¯
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