
O Merced RiverRanch Land Acquisition.and Development ._
: Merced County-.318 acres

I. ¯ Executive Summary

Applicant California Department of Fish and Game (DFG).
Region 4 . ¯
1234 East Shaw Avenue
Fresno, California 93710 . ¯ ....

Project DesCrit~tion andPrimarv Bioloeieal/Eeolo~ieal ObjectiveS...
. The property proposed for acquisition is known locally as the Merced RiverRanch. The
acquisition consists of one, .318racre parcel... -Protection, enliancement and restoration of.
the.valuable.rip..arian, wetland andaq .uati� habi.tatsalongthe MercedRiver isthe p " nmary
purpose of the. acquisition. Restoration of the 31.8 ~-~S would.be implemented     ¯
incrementally o~ter approximately i5 years, The.large.dep0sits of gravel (dredger tailing)
on the property would be used, for.the constrUction of chinook Salmon restoration projects"
within the San Jo.aquin River basin: It is conservatively estimated that 1.2 to 1.6million .
cubic y~ds of usable cons. truction materials, -valuedat $2 to $3 million, .exist. on.site. . ...
Mineral ~and .riparian water.rights.are included with the acquisition andleanb¢ used to
.fulfill.,theproject’.s objectives. ¯ ¯ ¯ ..          . ,~

The DFG w~uld acquire in full fee fide, restore,and m,anage the3iS-aeres parcel,in
perpetuity, -The land would be purchased, a surface mining/reclamation plan.developed.

. and ~e.necessary environmental, documents prepared, adopted and.eertified.within three. ,
years oft he close of escrow..Funding necessary to implement the ~.re~...0ra. tion p!anwill be
developed, and pursued simultaneous:with adoption, and certifieationo~necessary., -
env~ortmental documentsr. We anticipate these-tasks w0uld be.c0mpleted .during 1998-
through 1999. Phased restoration of the site and utilization of materials.on site would
¯ begin in 2000. We .anticipate Useof surfaeegravel deposits (taiiingS)maybelinked to
.other channel and floodplain restoration projeet~ hi the San Joaquin

Justification for Project~andFundine bY CALFED . ...... :. ¯ .:
Increased.water.usage,. linked to .population ;growth, ,agri. :cultural production, pOWer.
production and gravel mining havecaused severe.losses to..the riparian habi~t of the San~
Joaquin Valley. San Joaquin B~,’.m.chinook salmon populations.have decfined to: -
seriously low levels in recent years, .Legislation has been passed that. mandates

O restoration of anadromous fish (salmon. and.steelhead) populations in the Central Valley,
including the San Joaquin River basin. Much of the work necessary to restore these
populations has centered around salmon spawning and rearing habitat restoration.
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Expensiyei.,unounts of:,Zravetiexeavated ti:om theriver floodplains:have been purchased
and used. i~n these projects,..and many.mote are being planned. Gravel, supplies are, a,.
criticalpartgfsalmonid restoration et’forts,.i&i_~term.., _. maintenance 0t’n’~!er haettats’ "     ’ and
ihe natural river.~nction. Utilizatio,.n ofdredger taxiing on theproperrY propo~edtbr

¯ ..., acquisition for salmonid res~0ration w.hilere.turning, theproperty itself to a more natural
statemakes.~o0deconomical and ecological Sense. ’ " "     " " ’ " ¯ " . ..

i" The b.FG Lands Committee and,Management,Team, havereviewed the.Land Acquisition
Evaluation andhave recommended to. the DFGDirectoi:thatthe acq.uisition proceed. The

.̄ proper(y owners are Willing sellers. Atter,~c!,amation of the total 318 acres.: DFG’would~.
’ : ’ de..ve!op and adopt ,an,,appr0priate management.designation for the restored habitat,...An,,

, a~eemehtwith Mereed irrigation.District ,(MID) Would need:to be esmblishedin order tO
provide, access to the prOperty,unless a bridge croSSing over the .Mereed River is~
established,i,: The,. total, cost:of acquisition, .deveI0i~ .plan; environment docttments and
permits, (Phase,;1).is estim~ted,at$,l;325,0002:,iFlo0dpla~n and: rest0ration,and !’_m-a. vel
m.ining~’ operations! would be funded-separately in.Phase 2 whi’ch may extend-Ovdi~ many.

The DFG manages 821;0!7 acres of land. The-DFG headcuarters (severalfunetirns) and
Region 4’s anadromous fisheries staff have Worked closely with: the variousothei" state,
federal and private personnel~ to construct arid repair- chinook salmon and riparian,
habitats in the ,San ~.oaquin Riverbasin over .thepast 10 years. TheDFGhas the elericai~
,fiscal-and contractual personnelnecessary~to. ~upport the biological and:technical ,experts.

r this p c~ ....

Monitoringand DataEvaiuation~,       ¯ :-, :..      ’-
Minimalmonit0ring, of Phas~ :I 0fthis pmje:~is necessary. :M0nkoringpians,f0r Phase2
will be developed. as partofthelplarming required.in.:Phase I.         .. ¯ " ’

Local Stippbrt/Co0~dirtatibfii’~! other Pr~sieets/Corlavatibilitv with CALFED ObieetiVe~
.Curs°ry discussion,s :.with’Mer,eed’ Cdunty Planaing Department suggest no problems wi~
the proposed land use, S!i’..ght!0Pposition to:the purchase can be expec~ted,from local,

¯ - residents and existing grave! Companies. Thi) project:wiii fuifill the objectives.of " ,:".
the CALFED program by. improving.and in~ing the aquatican,d terrestrialhabitats
the San Joaquin Valley. ,,~eUti!ization of sUrplus.raw materials for other liabitat . "
restoration projects is aia economical bonus, attached to this pr0jee~.

.. "’.. . ., .- .. :,., ~...,,., :’ -.. .: .    ¯ .    , .
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