Cosumnes vaer Floodplam Acqmsmons and \Ianaoement

"L Executtve Summan

S a Pro;ecx title: COsumnes Rrver F loodplam Acquxsmons and Management |

-lpplzczmts - The \ature Conservancy and the California thdhfe Conservauon Board

o b . Project descrzptzon and przmary bwlogtcal/ecologxcal objectzves ‘ : :
The project proposes a block grant totaling $20 ,670,000 for acquisition and enhancement of

approximately 11,000 acres of fisheries, riparian,. and wetland habntats along the lower Cosumnes
Rtver floodplain and adjacent Delta lands. Co - -

o The pnmary use of the requested funds will be for the acqtnsmon, 1mna1 restoranon, and
 conservation stewardslup of properties. rich in actual or potennal habitat value and i 1mportant o

* . the long-term health of this part of the Bay-Delta ecosystem. The apphcants propose to buy some

 properties outrxght and add them to the Cosumnes River Preserve, and to acqmre conservatlon :

easement mterests m others

: ‘Addxtronal funds are requested for mmal restoratxon and stewardshrp acnvmes and for a

propornonal contnbutton to the Cosumnes vaer Preserve S, endowment to assist with long-term i

: rnanaoement Costs.

The primary blologtcal/ ecologlcal objecnves of thzs proposal are to

_ s protect exxsnng riparian, wetland, and aquattc ‘habitats and assoexated spectes
e reestablish riparian, wetland, and aquatic. habrtats through restoranon of natural processes
~and expansion of the ﬂoodplam L
‘o facxhtate Ppopulation expansion of species assocxated w1th the Cosumnes parncularly
,' eastside tributary fall-run salmon, sphttad sandhxll cranes, neotroplcal m1grant bird . ©
specres, and waterfowl . , L o ‘ O

- Approaclz/tasks/schedule R .
" The pr0posed approach is.to aeqmre fee or memmt mterests from w:llmg sellers on properues

that are contxguous to. the Cosumnes River Preserve, have lngh habitat values, and/or oﬁ'er : A
conservation managers excellent opportunmes to expand the ﬂoodway and restore the npanan A
corndor of the lower Cosumnes Rtver . e

The pro;ect will complete the: acquxsmon of key propernes currently under opnon to The' \Iature '
Conservancy and secure conservation easements or options on additional lngh-pnonty parcels.

- Initial restoration, stewardship, and management activities will be initiated as properties are -
_ acquired. New breaching of levees within the floodplain is not a part of this pro;ect however, the

successful completion of this project is a requirement for that restoranon action to occur. We -

. expect to complete the program proposed here within two years. The pto;ect wxll subtmt ‘
quarterly financial- and programmauc reports to CALF ED ' .

d. Justifi catzon far pro;ect '

The land acquisitions and’ eonservanon managernent activities proposed here will protect and .
expand tidal wetlands, seasona.lly flooded wetlands, the riparian corridor, perenmal grasslands

- and farmland of hlgh habitat value This proposal addresses at least seven pnonty Stressors and . {é e _
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' Henetlts AWMErous: spe..xe:. ot t.on«.e"r 10 (. \LFED 'I"xese n. i .t eu \-x'l 1 :O 'mcm ‘2 water

©qualicy and wrll n.r e ‘)!‘O-ld ecosystem benems

2 Budoet costs and (Iurd—pany :mpacts

Total ‘cost for the program ' described here i is approumatelv S“S 4"0 0(,0 {de'ltmeo eOst-shanng o

funds total approximately $7;800,000. The net amount requested is $20. 6'0 OOO \Iore than $30.

million has been spent on the Cosurnnes prOJect to date.

" There are no known neganve thjrd-pany 1mpacts from the actxvmes tor whlch we are requestmo .

- mndmg

f Applzcant qualzﬁcatwns : . ,
- The Nature Conisérvancy and the Cahforma W11dhfe C onservauan Board have e\ctensne
expenence m property acquxsmon, habltat restoranon, and land management

Momtormg and data evaluatxan v

'The project proposes to expand the extensive hab1tat evaluanon and Speexes mon.torma programs‘ ‘

already in operatron atthe: Cosur-mes River Preserve to. thése new properties as they'are addedto -~
ot the Preserve We mII develop specrﬁc repomng reqmrements in consultatlon wuh CA.LFED S

A, Local support/coardmatzan wzth other programs/compatzbthly with CALFED objecttves
The Cosurnnes vaer Preserve was dedxcated in 1987. Preserve: staff. and voluniteers have .

. developed extenswe commumty support in a-decade of working with local and regional schools, .

| commumty groups, and public agencies. The Sacramento County General Plan supports

- expanszon of the Preserve and the e'(pansxon proposed here will i m mrn help the county achleve |

‘ some of the pIan s objecnves RO
The acnvmes proposed are compauble thh the objecnves of CALFED the nine agenczes and

' partners of the' Cosumnes projéct, the Central Valley Project Improvement Act, the Cenn-al N

_Valley ‘Habitat. Jomt Venture and the. Wetland Reserve rogram

Several other’ orgamzauons proposals to CALF ED in response to thxs RFF have been
‘coordinateéd with this propesal, including proposals'from the Saeramento Local Conservatzon
Corps, Phil Williams and Associates, the. Bureau of Land Management, and Ducks Unlimited. -
. Their ﬁ.mdmg would assist us'in mplementxng our.program. However, our proposal ismot
L eontmgent on tundmg of these: propo:als Morsover, the elements of this prooo;al (with a few

. eteepnons, detaxled in: Section IV-a of thxs proposal) can be funded separatelv orin phases
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