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United States Department of the Interior
FJ.Sll AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

F-~cologJeai ~ervi~¢s
Sacramento Field Offle¢

,N a,:t,,v a~n 1’~ 3310 El Cumins Avenue, Stl||e 130
Sacramen{o, California 9S821-6340

1-1-97-i-1457
May 30, 1997

Memorandum

Operations Manager, Bureau of Reclamation
Sacramento, California

From:    Field Supervisor, Ecological Services
Sacramento F~eld office, Sacramento, California

Su~l: Formal Section 7 CO;~su]tation Regarding Incidental Take of Delta Smelt
by the Central Valley P~ojeqt and the 5tare Water Project Pursuant to
the March 6, 1995 Biological Opinion

This is in ~esponse to your May 23, i997, re~est for re-initiation of formal
consultation regarding the incidental take of delta smel~ by the Central
Valley Pr0jec~ (CVP) and the S~a~e Wa~er Project (SWP), and follows up two
tcl~phon~ conf~r~nc~ calls of the No-Name Group on May 27, and May 30, 1997.
During th~ first ~on£~renu~ call, the No-N~m~ Group discussed ~ptions

the amount of incidental take of delta smelt that has occurredreducing durin~
the month of May from the operations of the CVP and SWP. The second
conference call ~entered around a ~roposal to relax ~he Export/Inflow Ratio
f~om 35 percent to 40 percent for the month of June.~

Accordin~ to the March 6, 1995, biological opinion, the total allowable
incidental take of del~a smelt for ~he monnh of May, in any above
shall not excee~ 9,769. The water year for 1997 has been den~rmined Uo be a
wet y~ar. 0~I May 16, 1997, the confined salvage of delta smelu~for the month
of May exceeded the a11owable incidental ~ak~ limit. Subsequently, actions
were proposed and implemented as a r~sult of dlscussions~withln the CalFed
0perat~ons Group, the No-Name Group, and the delta smelt working group.
However, t~ amount of take continued to increase and as of May. 30, the total
amount Of take ]lad reached 30,200, ov~r three t~mes the allowable amount.
Therefore, the U.S. Fish and wildlife Service {Service) bellev~s the operation
of she projects is out of compliance with the March 6, 1995, biological
opinion, and .its oontlnued actlon~ pose a serious threat to the
of delta smelt,

During the first ~onference call, the Service stated that three measures were
necessary to ensure the conservation of delta smelt. These measures were: (I)
maintain the Delta Cross Channelsgates open, (2) decrease wate~ exports
through reduced pumping, and (3) maintain upstream water releases in the
American fiver and’Sacramento Rivez. Subsequently, du~in~ the second
coDference call~ the Service stated that the export/~nflow ration should not
exceed 35 percent. The following p~ovid~s further ~larification o£ these
measures and their b~ological justification:
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i. Ensure that the Delta Cross Channel ~a~es re’ma.~.~ open until l:he 20
millimeter survey provides infor,~on ~hat all delr.a smelt hav~."
m~ved t~ Suisun Bay.

B~Io~i~al Justification: L~avin~ ~he ne~ta Cross Channel gates open
will likely assist m~vement of the. delta Dmelt downstream, ~specially
durlns ~h~ neap t~de. conditions that currently ~x~s~. This
r~co~e~dation should have no negative ~ffoCt on water ~ali~y
co~itions at Emmanton s£nce ¢urren~ data shows ~hat salinity in th~.s
a~e~ i~ de~easing.

2. ReduCe cO~ined ~xports at the ~P and SwP to 2250 cfs until the
morning of Jun~ 8, 1997~

Biological Justlfig~tioD: The 1997 Delta ~ydrolos~¢ Conditions Forecast
sho@ed that when 8xports wsre redueed duzing th~ month of May,
incidental take. of ~elta smelt decrease(~, Bscause the Real-Tim~
Monitoring da~a has not yet been worked up, th8 exact locat~on of
do~stream migratin~ delta smel~ is no~ kno~. To avoid any further
r~Sk tO delta smelt, it i8 imperative that combined exports be reduced
~o p~ovide sufficient time for the remainder <~£ the delta smelt
populatio~ to escape ~he "zone of influence" of the CVP and SWP export
facilities and arrive in spa~ing grounds in Suisun ~ay.

3. Maintain ~ps~eam water releases ~n the American Rivez a~d
Sacramento R~ver,

Biologicll Justifl..~a~ion: These flows are to ~ransport andessential
maintain ~he delta smelt in suitable ~earlns habitat in. sulsun Bay and

¯ ~ ~O avoid additional ~:ake..

4.     Maintain the Expozt/InflDw Ra~iO at 35 percent.

Biological Justifi99~:!~: On May 29, the 14-day runnlns avera~’of delta
smelt take at ~he export facilities reached 1,475 which is w~ll over ~he
allowable averaSe of 400. Because ~he "clock" is no~ re-s~t on June i,
~his trend is likely to continue. ~y increase in ~hc export/inflow
ratio a~ this time will only compromise the delta smelt, likely lead to
an exc~eda~�~ of incidental ~ake of i0,709 individuals for th~ month of
~ and t~isser future red light conditions.

The Service ~intains that immediate implementation of these measures is
~ecessa~ to ensurs the conservation of’ delta smelt,

cc : ~- ES
Bob P6t~er, Deputy D~r~cho~, DWR
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